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TO AS9 FROM 



R. SWIFT, 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Maif 1,1733. 

I SHOULD have answered yours of the 22d of March 
long ago, but that I have had some troubles and frights ; 
and the uneasiness I was under made me neglect what, 
at another time, would have been agreeable to myself; 
Mrs. Chamber's younger sister, having had the small- 
pox, but now perfectly well, though she has been hither- 
to a very puny sickly girl. Mr Floyd too has beeo 
excessively bad with her winter cough and dispirited- 
ness; but country air, I think, has a little revived her. 

His grace of Dorset bids me present his humble ser- 
vice to you, and says, the rectory of Churchtown is at 
Mr. Stafford Lightburne's service. As to the Countess 
of SuflTolk's affair in dispute, I cannot possibly (accord- 
ing to your own just rule) be angry, because I am in the 
right. It is you ought to be angry, and never forgive 
her, because you have been so much in the wrong, as to 
condemn her without the show of justice ; and I wish 
with all my heart, as a judgment upon you, that you 
had seen her, as I did, when the news of your friend's^ 
death came; for though you are a proud^ parson, yet 

•Mr. Gay. W. 
t«L. SIX.. A 
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(give you, devil, your due) you are a sincere, good na- 
tured, honest one. I am extremely Mre. Kelly's humble 
servant ; but I will never believe she is more valued for 
her beauty ancli good qualities in Ireland than she was ' 
in England. The excise you mention has caused gi-eafr 
changes here. Some that I am sorry for ; though I will 
not enter into the merits of the cause, because of my 
aversion to politics. But if you did dislike it, why did 
you bestow such a costly funeral upon it, as to burn its 
bones on a sumptuous pile, like a Roman emperor ? 

Adieu, my ever honoured old fiiend; and do not let 
me see any more respects or ladyships from yoo. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin, May J, 1733. 

I ANSWER your letter the sooner, because I have a 
particular reason for dohig so. Some weeks ago came 
over a poem called, *^ The Life and Character of Dr. 
Swift, written by himself." It was reprinted here, and 
is dedicated to you. It is grounded upon a maxim io 
Bochefoucault, and the dedication, after a formal story, 
says, that my manner of writing is to be found in every 
line. I believe I have told you, that I writ a year or 
two ago near five hundred lines upon the same maxim 
in Rochefoucault, and was a long time about it, as that 
impostor says in his dedication, with many circumstanccfl^ 
all pure invention. I desire you to believe, and to tell 
my friends, that in this spurious piece there is not a 
single line, or bit of a line, or thought, any way resein- 
bliog the genuine copy, any more thaq it does Yii^gil't 
^ueis, for I nev^r gave a copy of mine, nor lent it out 
of roy sight. And although I showed it to all common 



bOCtOR SWIFT. S 

afcquaiotance indiflfereDtly, and some of tliem, (especially 
one or two females) bad got manj lines by heart, here 
and there, and repeated them often ; yet it happens that 
not one single line or thought is contained in this impos- 
ture, although it appears that they who counterfeited mie, 
had beard of the true one. But even this trick shall not 
provoke me to print the true one, which indeed is not 
Iproper to be se^u till I can foe seen no more : I tlierefore 
desire you will undeceive my frietads, and I will orjer 
^u advertisement to be printed here, and transmit it to 
England,, that every body may know the delusion, and 
acquit me, as I am sure you must have done yourself, if 
you have read any part of it, which is mean and trivial, 
and full of that cant that I most despise : I would sink 
to be a vicar in P^orfolk rather than be charged with 
such a performance. Now I totae to your letter. 

When I was of your age, I thought every day of 
death, but now every minute; and a continual giddy 
disorder more or less is a greater addition than that of 
my years. I cannot affirm that I pity our friend Gay^ 
bat I pity bis friends, I pity you, and would at least 
equally pity myself, if I lived among you ; because I 
should have seen him oftener than you did, who are a 
kind of hermit, how great a noise soever you make by 
your ill natui'e in not letting the honest villains of the 
times enjoy themselves in this world, which is their only 
happiness, and terrifyirtg them ^rith another. I should 
haye added in my libel, that of all men living, you are 
the most happy in your enemies and your friends : and 
I will swear you have fifty times more charity for man- 
kind than I could ever pretend to. Whether the pro- 
duction you mention came from the lady or the lord, I 
iad not imagine that they were at least so bad versifiers. 
Therefore, facU indignaJdo versus, is only to be applied 
when the indignation is against general villafl^, and toe- 



4 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

Ter operates 'wheo some sort of people write to defeaJ 
themselves. I love to hear them reproach you for dul< 
Dess, ooly I would be satisfied since 70U are so dull, why 
are they so angry ? give me a shilliDg, aod I will insure ' 
you, that posterity shall never know you had one single 
enemy, excepting those whose memory you have pre- 
served. 

I am sorry for the situation of Mr. Gay*s papers. 
Tou do not exert yourself as much as I could wish in 
this affair. I had rather the two sisters were hanged 
than to see his works swelled by any loss of credit to 
his memory. I would, be glad to see the most valuable 
printed by themselves, those which ought not to be seen, 
burned immediately, and the others that have gone 
abroad, printed sepai-ately like opuscula, or rather be 
stifled and forgotten. I thought your epitaph was im- 
mediately to be engraved, and therefore I made less 
scruple to give a copy to Lord Orrery, who earnestly 
desired it, but to nobody else ; and he tells me, he gave 
only two, which he will recall. I have a short epigram 
of his upon it, wherein I would correct a line, or two at 
most, and then I will send it you, with his permission. 
I have nothing against yours, but the last line, striking 
their aching, the two participles, as they are so near, 
seem to sound too like. I shall write to the duchess^ 
who has lately honoured me wit^i a very friendly letter, 
and I will tell her my opinion freely about our friend's 
papery I'' want health, and my affairs are enlarged: 
but Twill break through the latter, if the other mends. 
I can use a course of medicines, lame and giddy. My 
chief design, next to seeing you, is to be a severe critic 
on you and your neighbour; but first kill his father, 
that he may be able to. maintain me in my own way of 
living, and ;}articutarly my horses. It cost me near 
eooL for a wall to k«ep mine, and I never ride without 
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tvd servRDts for fear of a; cidents ; hie vivhnus ambitiosa 
fOuperUUe. Tou are both (oo poor ^o m> acquaint* 
• ance, but he much the poorer. With you I shall fiud 
g;rass, and vine, and servants, bu' with him not. The 
collectioD you speak of is ;his : A printer came to me 
to desire he might print my works (as he called them) in 
four volumes by subsciiption. I said I would give no 
leave, and should be sorry to see them printer > here. 
He said they could not be primed in London ; I an- 
swered, the^ could, if the partners agreed. He said, 
"he would be glad of my permission, but as he could 
print thtm without it, and was advised that it could do 
me DO harm, and having been assured of ninnerous sub- 
scriptions, he hoped I would not be angry at his pui-su- 
iog his own interest," &c. much of this discourse past, 
and he goes on with the matter, wherein I determin- 
ed not to intermeddle, though it be much to my dis- 
content ; and I wish it could be done in England, 
rather than here, although I am grown pretty iudiffer* 
eot in e;f|ry thuig of that kind. This is the truth of 
the story. 

My vanity turns at present on being personated in 
your ^^ virius^ <Sx. You will observe in this letter 
many marks of an ill head and a low spirit ; but a heart 
wholly turned to love you with the greatest earnestuess 
and truth. 



FROM MISS KELLY. 

SIS, Jarms-streeU May 4, 1 733. 

I AM flure if you know what I have suffered for ha- 
riog offended you, your anger would be changed into 
pity ; for iodeed, sir, m^ uueasiness cannot be express- 
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ed.: Of all the misfortUDes I ever met with, this hat 
given me the greatest concero ; for your friendship is an 
honour that the whole world are ambitious of; but I re- 
ceived from it more than ordinary satisfaction. Judge 
then, sir^ how unhappy I now am; and for God's sake„ 
forgive what is past, and be assured ray future conduct 
shall be such, that you iiefver again shall have cause of 
complaint against me. I own you have reason to con- 
demn my impertinence ; but as I had not the least in- 
tention to offend, I hope it will, in some measuie, lessea 
the fault. Indeed, sir, if you will be so good to par- 
don me, I wiH make any atonement in my power; and 
it will much add to the other obligations you have alrea- 
dy conferred upon me. My health is so much impair* 
cd, that it is but too probable that I shall not live very 
long ; and methiuks it would be very hard to have the 
short time that is allotted for me made more miserable 
than continual sickness can make it. This must be the 
case, if you do not, once more, receive me into favorjr : 
nothing I desire half so much ; and do assure you, I spent 
so bad a night, from the thoughts of my misfortune, that 
could you have had an idea of it, you would have been 
Sony for me, you rai?ht 1^;; ^^ j^ depressed t 

iras at supper ;. Wt not my indisposition, but your cold 
behaviour, was the real occasion of it. What shall I 
say, or do, to influence you to pardon me ? If true re- 
penunce for my crime, and a firm resolution to be upon 
my guard for the future against any inadvertent expres- 
sions, that can give offence, will plead any thing in my 
favour, you will be so good. tQ pardon nie ; for I can af- 
firm, that I will never offend you again, Tiy me then, 
good sir; and, if it is possible, both forget and forgive 
the errors I have been guilty of. 

If you are not determined to continue my unhappl- 
ncss, I mjfst beg the favour of you, to send me a, line t<>. 
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assure me of my being pardoned; for my imeasinetB can- 
not be removed without it. I hope, too, sir, that I shall 
have the-honour of seeing yoa befcnre I go, that I may 
in person acknowledge how much I owe you, and with 
what satisfaction I reoeive your forgiveness; and for 
Crod's sake, sir, look upon me as you were wont to do, 
for I cannot bear your coldness. 

I propose, when I go to Bnstcl, to follow your ad- 
vice, and should be much obliged to you, if you would 
recommend me to those books that you think most pro- 
per for me : and if it please God that I recover, you 
shall find, that by the honour you have done me in ad- 
vinog me to improve my mind, tlie deficiencies of my 
education will be made up, and I shall be more worthy 
of your esteem. 

I should beg pardon for the length of this, but that I 
still could write on to ask your forgiveness ; who am, sir, 
with true respect and regard, your most obliged and most 
liamUe servant, 

F. A. KELLY, 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Mt^2», 1733. 

I HAVE begun two or three letters to you by snatches, 
and been prevented from finishing them by a thou- 
sand avocations and dissipations. I must first acknow- 
ledge the honour done me by Lord Orrery, whose praises 
are that precious ointment Solomon speaks o^ which 
can be given only by men of virtue : all other praise, 
whether from poets or peers, is contemptible alike : and 
I am old enough, and experienced enough to know, that 
the only praises worth having are those bestowed b^ 
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virtue for virtue. My poetry I abandon to the entice, 
n\j morals I commit to the testimony of those who know 
me ; and therefore I was more pleased with your libel 
than with any vei^ses I ever received. I wish such a 
collection of your writings could be printed here, as you 
mention going on in Ireland. 1 was suiprised to receive 
from the printer that spurious piece called, The Life 
and Character of Dr. Swift, with a letter telling me the 
person who '' published it had assured him the dedica- 
tion to me was what I would not take ill, or else he 
would not have printed it." I cannot tell who the man 
is, who took so far upon him as to answer for my way 
of thinking ; though had the thing been genuine, I should 
have been greatly displeased at the publisher's part, in 
doing it without your knowledge. 

I am as earnest as you can be, in doing my best to 
prevent the publishing of any thing unworthy of Mr. 
Gay ; but I fear his friends' partiality. I wish you would 
come over. All the mysteries of my philosophical work 
shall then be cleared to you, an^l you will not think 
that I am merry enough, nor angry enotigh : It will not 
want for satire, but as for anger I know it not ; or at 
least only that sort of which the Apostle speaks, ^ Be 
ye angry, and sin not." 

My neighbour's writings have been metaphysical, and 
will next be historical. It is certainly from him only 
that a valuable history of Eiurope in these later tinies 
can be expected. Come, and quicken him ; for age, in- 
dolence, and contempt of the world, grow upon men 
apace, and may often make the wisest indifferent whether 
posterity be any wiser than we. To a man in years, 
he?)lth and quiet become such rarities, and consequently 
80 valuable, that he is apt to think of uotliing more than 
<ff enjoying them, whenever he can, for the remainder 9f 
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We; aod this I doubt oot has caused so many great meu 
to die without leaving a scrap to posterity. 

I am sincerely troubled for the bad account you give 
of your own health. I wish every day to hear a bet- 
^r, as much as I do to enjoy my own, I faithfully as- 
sure yiNi. 



FROM MRS. PENDARVES. 

^B, London^ May 29, 1 733. 

Tou will find, to your cost, that a woman's pen, when 
encouraged, is as bad as a woman's todgue : blame youri 
self, not me : had I never known the pleasure of re« 
ceiving a letter from you, I should not have persecuted 
you now. I think (a little to justify this bold attack) 
that I am obliged, by all the rules of civility, to give 
you an account of the letter you charged me with : I 
delivered it into my Lord Bathurst's hands; he read it 
before me : I looked silly upon his asking me. What 
you meant by the Fosset affair ? and was obliged to ex- 
plain it to him in my own defence, which gave him the 
diversion I believe you designed it should. We then 
talked of your vineyard : he seemed pleased with every 
subject that related to you, and I was very ready to in* 
dulge him that way. I did not forget to brag of your 
favours to me ; if you intended I should keep them a 
secret, I have spoiled all ; for I have not an acquaint-* 
ance of any worth that I have not told, how happy I 
have been in your company. Every body loves to be 
envied, and this is the only way I have of raising peo- 
ple's &XY^. I bope^ m^ you will forgive me, and let 
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me know if I have behaved^ m/scl/nshi : I think I eaaa 
hardly do wrong as long as I am, sir, your obliged and 
ipost ob^ient servant^ 

M. PENBARVES. 

Mrs. Donnellan is much your humble servant, and 
as vain of your favours as I am- 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF CtUEENSBERRT: 

DEAR siEy Ameshwn^ May 31, 1733. 

I>AB[ naw agaitf your Tunbridge correspondent; His^ 
grace and I have been here this fortnight, with no other 
cpmfMtny than biiclUayers and labourers. We are throw-^ 
ing down a parcel of walls, that blocked us up every 
way,. and making a sunk fence round the house. This^ 
witl make the place as cheerful again, and we find great 
entertainment by inspecting the work. Since I came^ 
here^ even I have often got up by six in the morning 
designed -it always, and the whole house are fast asleep- 
before twelve. Tins I call good hours. I walk as much, 
as I am able, sometimes rather more.. We sometimes, 
ride^ though not often ; for the evenings and raorningSK 
are very cold, and the middle of the day violently hot. 
liorth-east winds continually, and such want of raio». 
that. the ground is as hard as iron. I am the most tem* 
p^ate creature in my diet you/ever knew ; yet, with all 

* Dr. Swift could not eodure to hear the phrase bekaved^Befuw* 
ed nkat ? he would aay with some emotipo. He once gave hu cou- 
aia Deane Swift an account of his rebuking Lord Bathurst for this, 
and that mj lord promised him not to be guUty of the lil^e for the 
future. The words being here marked under by Mrs. Pendarves 
nroves that she rriers to some rebuke of that kind. N. 
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mj care, I cannot be well. I believe, if I ani never 
gailty of B greater fault, I shall meet with very little re> 
sentment, either publk or private* They are the faults 
in the world soonest foi^t, and the seldomest truly re-* 
sented. Let that be as it will, since health is undoubt- 
edly the most valuable thing in life, I shall da all I can 
to obtain it. This makes me consent to a thing in the 
world I am most averse to, that is, going to the Spa 
about a month or six weeks hence. I wish it was good 
for your complaints, that we might be there together. 
Really, if you think it wilt be of any use to yon, and 
that you can order your afl&irs so as- to make it possible, 
depend upon it we shall make it our study, (and a veiy 
agreeable one too^) to make you as easy and happy as it 
is in the power of people (not of a very troublesome 
disposition) to contrive. Your complaint and mine are 
not very different, as I imagine. Mine is a sort of dlz*- 
ziness, which generally goes off by the headach. Some 
learned people give ut a name I do not know how to 
spell a vertico, oar vertigo. Fray understand that J, 
really and truly, do.not.only say, but mean, that I wish 
you could either meet us at the Spa, or at London, to go 
on with us ; and in this I am sure I shaH never change 
mj mind. If it can do ywi any good, I feel myself. 
enough your friend to tesent it extremely if you miss 
this opportunity. This you would believe, if you knew 
whai obligations I have to you. I am generally poor in 
spirit^ Oi^ quarreling with myself for being good for no- 
' thing. When a letter comes from you, it does not only 
entertain and revive me, but instantly I fancy I ought to 
have a good opinion of myself; wliich is of very great 
use to have, provided it is kept within just bounds. I 
shall punctually obey your commands concerning that 
poem; but I think you may be perfectly easy on that 
account ; for I saw it before I left London, and heard 

A3 
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teveral people talk of it, and the general opiDioo was, 
that you had do hand in it ; but that the thing liappen- 
ed just as you say. I think you need not be much dis- 
turbed at it. The other trouble you mention I can al- 
low of. Philosophy cannot make such things not be; 
the most it can pretend to is, to help people to patience. 
I am heartily soriy you have any particular occasion 
for any. Is your lawsuit still in being ? Perhaps I may 
be impertinent ; but I remember you once mentioned 
something of that kind. 

I am pretty well satisfied any thing is bad for the 
liead that fills it too full ; therefore I advise you to un- 
bend your thoughts, and ask my advice; if it should 
prove good, take it ; if not, leave it. I should be migh- 
ty glad to be of service to you ; in making me so, you 
would show kindness to the memory of your very sin- 
cere friend, and be kind to me. You may depend upon 
me, both for his sake and your own. I will endea* 
Tour to convey your messages to Lady Catharine and 
Charlotte as soon as possible. The first I have not con- 
versed with this year and a half; I believe she is nobo- 
dy's friend, but I more than believe that nobody is hers. 
I have a brother, that I dai*e answer you would like, if 
you knew him perfectly, not else. I love and honour 
him, and he deserves it When his grace goes to Lon- 
don, which will be very soon, your money shall be as 
you ordered. He is mightily shocked at so many speech- 
es. He is not by just now, or undoubtedly he would 
think you deserve to have them returned. It is lucky 
for me, for I am come to the end of mj paper. Note^ 
without an excuse. 
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FROM MISS KELLY. 

BrisM Hat WeliSy Jwu 2, 1733. 

BAR my agreeable fellow traveller has been be* 
ind with me m paying her compliiiieots to you; 
cannot be surprised at that, for she was formed to 
e better of me in every thing, but respecting and 
ning you. That, indeed, nobody can do; for both 
ude and taste conspire to make me truly your friend 
ervant 

lave been, since I came here, very low spirited ; 
mopaoious I had some part of my journey lessened 
Iness, or at least I felt not with them the same 
It that I did upon their leaving me : and I have 
wi^ed myself again in Ireland to enjoy cooversa- 

for I really believe it is one excellent cure for 
disorders. This is the dullest place that ever was 
n; there are not above half a dozen families, and 

are cits with great fortunes, or Irish impertinents : 
inner despise one, because their clothes are finer * 

yours: and the latter have no view in keeping 

company, but to report your faults. This makes 
void aU communication with them, and only m the 
ling I go to the wells : and I thank God I can spend 
ime far better; for either writing to my friends^ 
log, walking, and ridings find me fiill employment, 
leave me not a wish for such company as the place 
ds. Doctor Lane (who^ by character, is a second 
uiapius, and can raise people from the dead) is my 
ocian, and gives me great hopes of a speedy amend- 
t: and as I take his medicines regularly, and am 
A six in the morning, breakfast at eight, dine at one, 
sup at seven, I hope I may in time find some be- 
;: jK)r do either the asa's milk or waters disagree 
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with me ; and I think my appetite is rather better. I 
ivish to Heaven it was agreeable to your affairs to come 
here ; for I am sure 70U would like the situation of the 
house that I lodge in : it has the command of such a pros- 
pect, that I should do it injustice to attempt to describe 
it ; but the variety of the scene is such, tiiat one disco- 
vers new beauties in it every day. I hope you will con- 
tinue your former goodness ta me, and let me have the 
honour of hearing from you sometimes ; for, in reality, 
nobody is more sincerely your well-wisher than, m^ 
your most obliged and most faithful humble servant, 

F. A. KELLY. 

Tour expedition to Tallow^ makes a very fine figure 
in print ; but, since you have made this discovery, 
I think you ought to fly to us; for, if Dublin be ia 
danger, the deanery house cannot be a safe retreat 
for you. I wish any thing would send Barber here; ' 
for I was at the Bath to see some of my Mends, and 
was forced to swear that only the want of health kept 
her book from being published. I am sure you would 
be glad to hear, that a lady of very good understand- 
ing, that is a particular friend of mine, comes to roof 
next week to stay while I do: her name is Rooke,,ad- 
miral Rooke's son's lady. 



FROM LADY BETTY GEBMAm. 

June 5, 1 733; 

Has Mr. Stafford Lightburne^s friend got the gout iu 
his fingers? Or is he so busy^ in measuring the water, 

^ *^Th€ country seat of tlvir archbishop of Dablin. DS, 
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and casting a figure to know the exact time vben to set 
his friends a swimiDiBg, that he cannot find one moment 
to let me know that he received my letter^ written a 
month ago^ to inform jovt that his grace would chear- 
M\j and readity obey your commands? However, I 
am again ordered by him to tell yon, that the warrant 
will be sent to Dublin by next post; so pray let Mr» 
Lightbume be ready to make his personal appearance,^ 
tost they should not else know how to find him. It was 
well you needed no intercessor to his grace ; and that 
the no promise from you is of much more weight than 
my rhetoiic : for I have been so horridly used by a nas- 
tj griping brother black-coat> in a small three-and-siz- 
pence affair of my own, that I do not know whether I 
should not have done like you of the faction, revenge 
myself of the innocent, for the sake of one bishop and 
minister, that I say, have cheated, fleeced, and flead me, 
just as if they had been South Sea or East India direco 
tors. 

Tou are angry, if I do not mention Mrs. Floyd to 
you; so, I must tell you, she is gone for a little time 
Into the country, to.tiy if that will ever cure her cough. 
P am heartily sorry for your new friend Mrs. KeUy, who 
writes in a desponding way to Mrs. Chamber about her 
health, and talks of going to Spa. This is a melancholy 
subject, and I hate to be vexed. So I will say no more 
of it, but adieu, my dear Dean, and let me hear from. 
you 8000. 
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TO MR. FAULKNER. 

June 29, 1 733. 

I DESIRE Mrs. FilkingioD mil deliver jou the paper 
relating to Gulliver, which I left with her husbaikL 
For, since you intend to print a new edition of that book, 
I must tell you, that the English printer made several 
alterations which I much disapprove o( and cannot set 
them right without those papers. 

If I am not mistaken, Mr. Pilkington hath ao editioii 
of Gulliver, where the true original copy is interleaved 
in manuscript ; I desire I may also see that book. 

I am your humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin, July 8, 1 733* 

I MUST condole with you for the loss of Mrs. Pope^ 
of whose death the papers have been fiilL But I would 
rather rejoice with you, because if any circumstances 
can make the death of a dear parent and friend a sub- 
ject for joy, you have them all. She died io au ex- 
treme old age, without pain, under the care of the most 
dutiful son that I have ever known or heard o( which 
is a felicity Dot happening to one in a million. The 
worst effect of her death falls upon me, and so much 
the worse, because I expected aliquis damno usus in 
illoj that it would be followed by making me and this 
kingdom happy with your presence. But I am told to 
my great misfortune, that a very convenient offer hap- 
pening, you waved the iovitatioD pressed on you, all^ 
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log the fear you bad of being killed bere with eating' 
and drinking. By which I find that yoii have given 
some ere Jit to a notion of our great plenty and hospital- 
ity. It IB true, our meat and wine is cheaper here, as 
it is always in the poorest countries, because there is no 
jDOuey to pay for them : I believe there are not in this 
whole city three gentlemen out of employment, who are 
able to give entertainments once a month. Those who 
are io employments, of church or state, are three parts in 
four from £ngland, and amount to little more than a 
dozen: those indeed may once or twice invite *heir 
friendfl, or any person of distinction that makes a voy- 
age hither. All my acquaintance tell me, they know 
Bot above three families where they can occasionally 
dine in a whole year : Dr. Delany ts the only gentle- 
nan I know who keeps one certain day in the week to 
entertain seven or eight friends at dinner, and to pass 
the evening, where there is nothing of excess, either in 
eating or drinking. Our old friend Southern (who has 
just left us) was invited to dinner once or twia- by a 
judges a bishop, or a commissioner of the revenues; but 
BOSt frequented a few particular friends, and chiefly the 
doctor, who is easy in his fortune, and very hospitable. 
The conveniences of taking the air, winter or summer, 
do far exceed those in London. For ihe two large 
strands just at two edges of the town, are as firm and 
dry in winter, as in summer. There are at least six or 
eight gentlemen of sense, learning, good humour and 
taste, able and dearous to please you, and orderly fe- 
males, some of the better sort; to take care of you. These 
were the motives that I have frequently made use of to 
entice you hither : And there would be no failure among 
the best people here, of any honours that could be done 
you. As to myself, I declare my health is so uncertain 
that I dare not venture among you at present. I hate 
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the thoughts of London, where I am not rich enough to 
live otherwise than by shifthig, which is now too late. 
Neither can I have conveniences in the country for three 
horses and two servants, and many others which I have 
here at hand. I am one of the governors of all the 
hackney coaches, carts, and carriages round this town» 
who dare not insult me like your rascally waggoners or 
coachmen, but give me tlie way; nor is there one lord 
or 'squire for a hundred of yours, to turn me out of the 
road, or run over me with their coaches and six. Thu% 
I make some advantage of the public poverty, and give 
you the reasons for what I once writ, why I choose to 
be a freeman among slaves, ratlier thao a slave among 
freemen. Then, I walk the streets in peace without 
being justled, nor even without a thousand blessings from 
my friends tlie vulgar. I am lord mayor of one hund* 
red and twenty houses, I am absolute lord of the great- 
est cathedral in the kingdom, am at peace with the neigb> 
bouiiog princes, the lord mayor of the city, and tlie arcb^ 
bishop of Dublin; only the latter, like the King of 
France, sometimes attempts encroachments on my do- 
minions» as old Lewis did upon Lorraiai lo the midst 
of this raillery, I can tell you with seriousness, that these 
advantages contribute to my ease, and therefore I value 
them. And in one part of your letter relating to Lord 
Boliugbroke and yourself, you agree with me entirely, 
about the indifference, the love of quiet, the care of 
health, &c that grow upon men in years. And if you 
discover those inclinations in my lord and yourself, what 
can you expect from me, whose health is so precarious ? 
9^d yet at your or his time of life, I could liave leaged^ 
over the moon. 
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FROM MISS KELLY. 

OEAk SIR, Bristol^ Jvhf 8, 1733. 

I CANNOT express how aauch pleasure jour letter gave 
ne; to saj that it surpassed the anxietj your silence 
gave me, is all the descriptioQ I am ahle to make. Indeed, 
I had a thousand fears about you ; jour health was nij 
fiiat care, and jet I tliought, that the gods must take 
care of dato; but I too fearfullj apprehended that the 
whtde club had quite forgotten the most unworthj mem- 
ber that ever entered into their sodetj. For, though 
jou writ to others, jour hands were useless to me : and 
of all our little set none remained unblessed but rojself : 
hut as your letter has made roe full asiends for every 
thing beside, I must be lavish in mj tlianks. 

I am apt to believe that I reollj died on the road, as 
it was reported ; for I am certainly not the same crea- 
ture I once was ; for I have grown fonder of nsadiqg 
than of any other amusement, and except when b«alth 
calls me on horseback, I find m j onl j jojs at home ; 
bill »y life indeed has received great addidoo \a k» 
p1ei^siiie«| try Mrs. Rooke's being so good to come dowQ 
to me ; she has all the qualities that can make an agreea* 
ble companion and friend : we live together without 
fonn, Imt have all the complacence for each other 
that true friendship inspires. Tou are sensible that 
twvr people cannot alwajs like the same thing : thb 
we make easj, bj following our inclinations ; for if she 
likes to walk, she walks, and I do whatever I tike 
better. Would to God jou were with us to complete 
our happiness. I had a letter from IVlrs. Cleland to in- 
qake about jou ; she sajs, she hears jou are coming to 
Inland ; surely if jou were, jou would tell roe so ; for 
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few things in life could give me more tme delight thau 
the sight of you. 

You are extremely good to enter into my affairs : all 
marks you give me of your friendship increase my 
esteem for you, and make me bear the common rubs of 
life with patience. I have really been often tempted to 
ler you into all my secrets; but the thought that you 
only could receive uneasiness from them, and that evea 
your advice could not remove the least painful of themf 
hindered me from it ; for to those I best love I still re- 
main upon these heads reserved. Indeed, the cause of 
my complaints is of such a nature, that it cannot well be 
told. The unhappy life of a near relation must give 
one a pain in the very repeating it, that cannot be de- 
scribed. For surely to be the daughter of a Colonel 
Chartres, must, to a rational being, give the greatest 
anxiety ; for who would have a father at seventy pub- 
licly tried for an attempt of a rape ? Such a Dulcinea 
del I'dboso is shocking, I think. For if a man must do 
irr<ui^, he should aim a little higher than the enjoyment 
of a kitchen maid, that he Gndft obstinately virtuous. 
In short, dear sir, I have been fool enough to let such 
things make an impression on me, which, spite of a good 
constitution, much spirits, and using a great deal of ex- 
ercise, have brought me to what I am. Were I without 
a mother, (I mean, had I lost her in my infancy, and not 
known her goodness) I could still better have borne the 
steps that were taken ; but while I saw how lavish be 
was upon his dirty wenches, I had frequent accounts that 
my mother was half starved abroad. She brought him 
sixteen thousand poutids fortune, and having borne se- 
vere usage for near twenty years, had resolution enough 
to part with him, and chose to take two hundred and fifty 
pounds /ler annum separate maintenance rather than bear 
anjr longer : and as she could not live here upon such an 
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mcome, she has banished herself, aod lives retired in a 
coantrjr town in France. His late letters to me have 
been kind, and hitherto has supplied me well ; but in 
his last he tells me he shall not see me till September. 

What jou say is perfectly right, and I propose return- 
ing to the club as soon as my health will permit me ; bul 
1m>w long this may prove I know not, for I must still pur- 
sue this cruel god^ that flies roe. 

I shall go from hence, I believe, in a week ; for Lane 
•nly pours down medicines for the sake of the apothe- 
cary, and though he reaps the benefit of them, I receive 
none ; and as he has not allowed me to drink the waters 
these three weeks, I can have no business here ; so shall 
Mlow Holliog^s advice, and remove to Keusiogtoo or 
Hampstead with the utmost expedition ; therefore I must 
beg the favour of you to enclose your letters for me to 
William Cleland, Esq. commissioner of taxes, in St. 
Stephen's Court, Westminster. I have disobeyed or- 
ders in writing so long a letter ; but I will not do this 
^in ; so now be so good to excuse the tediousness o^ sii^ 
your most obliged and most faithful humble servant, 

F. A. KELLY. 
Write to me as often as you can, and make my compli- 
ments to all friends. 
Mrs. Pendarves is gone down with Lady Weymouth^ 
whose fortune was five thousand pounds, and has f«r 
jointure two thousand five hundred a year, and five 
hundred a year pinmoney. 

* The God of Health, poetxcall/ expressed. D. 5. 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN* 

Knowley Jvfy^, 1733* 

Kow, gays Parson Swift,* What the devil makes this 
tromaa write to me with this filthy white ink ? I cannot 
read a word of it, without more trouble than It^r silly 
scribble is worth. Why, says I again : Ay, it is the wo- 
men are always accused of having bad writing impJe- 
ments ; but to my comfort be it spoke, this is his grac^ 
my lord lieutenant's ink.f My bureau at London is so 
well furnished, and his grace and his secretary make so 
much use of it, that they are often obliged to give me 
half a crown, that I may not run out my estate in paper. 
It is very happy when a go-between pleases botli sides, 
and I am very well pleased with my office ; for his grace 
is delighted, that it was in his power to oblige you. So 
trive de complimefU. Since I have declared my passioil 
against a bishop and a parson, it is but fair I should tell 
you the story, whether you care to hear it or not ; but 
if you do not, I give you leave not to mind it, for now 
it ib over, I am calm again. 

As to the bishop,! I know tieither his principles nor 
bis parts, but his diocese is Peterborough ; and therefoi*e 
having a small park in Northamptonshire, which I had 
a mind to increase by a small dab of addition, to make 
my house stand in the middle of it ; three shillings and 
sixpence worth of the land pet annum^ at the largest 
computation, belongs to the church ; for which my old 
parson (who flatters me black and blue, when he comes 

* The name she caUed the dean by, in the stanza which she insert- 
ed in his ballad on The Game of Traffick. H. 

t The Dake of Dorset was then chief governor of Ireland. N. 

X Dr. Robert Clavering, Bishop of Llandaff in Dec. 1724 ; transla* 
ted to Peterborough in Feb* 1728-9. He died in 1747. N. 
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lor a Sunday dinner, and says he loves mc better than 
any body in the world) has made mc give him up, iu 
lieu of that land, a house and ground that lets for 406>. 
a year, and is hardly content mih that, but reckons it a 
vast favour. And the bishop has put me to ten times 
more charge than it is iirorth, by sending commissioners 
to view it, and making me give petitions, and dancing 
me through his court; beside a great dinner for liis 
oasty people. Npw, am I not in the right to be angry ? 
But perhaps you will say, if I will have my fancies, I 
must pay for them ; so I will say no more about it. I 
bear poor Mrs. Kelly is not near so well as she says ; 
and a gentleman that came from Bristol, says she looks 
dreadfully, and fears it is almost over with her, and that 
no mortal could know her; so ends youth and beauty ! 
that is such a moral reflection, that lest it should make 
you melancholy, I will tell you something to please 
you. Your old friend Mrs. Floyd is perfectly recover- 
ed. I think I have not seen her so well this great 
while; but winter is always her bane, so I shall live in 
dread of that. 

Jo your next, I desire to know what I am in your 
dd)t for my sister's monument. Adieu, my dear, good^ 
old, and well-beloved fiiend. 



FROM MRS. PENDARVES. 

SIR, Gloucester^ Jtdy 21, 1733. 

May I say, without offending you, that I was over- 
joyed at the honour you did me in answering my letter? 
and do not call me formal, when I assure you, that I 
think myself made happy by such a distinction. It was 
stupidity in me not to let you know where to address to 
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me, but I do not repent of it ; I have by that tneaii 
tried your zeal, but I aiil afraid your good breeding 
more than inclioation procured me that favour. I am 
resolved to be even n^ith you for what you say about 
my writing, and will write henceforward to you as care* 
lessly as I can ; if it is not legible, thank yourself. I do 
not wonder at the envy of the ladies, when you are 
pleased to speak of me with some regard ; I give them 
leave to exercise their malice on an occasion that does 
me so much honour. I protest I am not afraid of you, 
and would appear quite natural to you, in hopes of your 
rewarding my openness and sincerity by correcting what 
you disapprove of. And since I have not now an op- 
portunity of receiving your favours of pinching and 
beating, make me amends by chiding me for every word 
that is false spelt, and for my bad English; you see 
what you are like to suffer : if this promises you too 
much trouble, do not give me so much encouragement 
in your next letter ; for upon something in your last, I 
have almost persuaded myself, that by your assistanoe, 
and my own earnest desire, I may in time become worthy 
of your care. Vanity stands at my elbow all this while, 
and animates me by a thousand agreeable promises; 
without her encouragement I should never have pre- 
sumed to correspond with the Dean of St. Patrick's. 
Some say, she is a mischievous companion ; I swear she 
is a pleasant one : you must not be angry with me for 
keeping her company; for I had very little acquaint- 
ance with her till I had received some marks of your 
favour. 

I received your letter but a little while before I left 
London: I attended Lord and Lady Weymouth dowd 
to Long Lear, and left them with a prospect of as much 
happiness as matrimony can give ; they are pleased 
with one another at present, and I hope that will comfji* 
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rnie. My Lord and Ladj Carteret are both satisfied 
Irid] the -disposal of their daughter in so advantageous a 
station. Common report ^nroogs my Lord Weymouth ; 
for which reason, as I am his friend, I must tell you his 
good qualities : he has honour and good nature, and does 
not want for sense; he loves the country, and inclines a 
little too much to his stable and dog-kennel; but he 
keeps a very hospitable good bouse, and is always ready 
to relieve those in distress : his lady Dr. Delany can 
give you a character of, and is trhat I believe you iiill 
approve of. I caine from Long Lear last Saturday, and 
am now at Gloucester with my mother and sister. My 
Lord Bathurst was here about a fortnight ago; I was 
mrry to miss of him : I have a double reason for liking 
his company. He has made me promise to pay him a 
Vint at Oakly Wood, which I certainty will do ; I shall 
with great resignation submit to any punishment you 
convey through his hands. I wish you could make 
your words good, and that I was a sorceress; I should 
then set all my charms to work to bi'ing you to England, 
and should expect a general thanksgiving for employing 
my spells to so good a purpose. The sj^ren* has lately 
been at Oxford; we parted ^'ery unwillingly; she is 
extremely obliged to yon for rememberuig her so fa- 
vourably. 1 am glad Mr. Donnellan pleases you; I 
know he has- a high value for you, and I agree with you 
in thinking him a most deserving young man. My 
Lord Lansdown is much at your service, laments the 
days that are past, and we constantly drink your healtli 
in champaign, clear as your thoughts, sparkling as your 
wit Lord and Lady Carteret, and my Lady Worsley, 
all talk kindly of you, and join their wishes to mine for 
your coming among us. I request it of you to make 

* Supposed to be Miss Kelly. See p. 5* N. 
VOL* XIX. B 
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mj humble service acceptable to those friends of yours 
that are so good as to remember me. I am, sir, jour 
most obliged and faithful humble servant, 

M. PENDARVES. 
Be pleased to direct for me at Mi-s. Granville's, Glou-^ 
cester. 



TO THE BISHOP OF CLOGHER * 

MT LORD, Juh/y 1733. 

I HAVE been often told, bj some of our common ac- 
quaintance, that you have sometimes expressed your 
wonder, " that I never waited on you for some years 
past, as I used to do for many years before ; and that 
you could not guess the reason, because, to your know- 
ledge, you never once disobliged me." As nothing is 
more common than dropping acquaintance by the usual 
occurrences of life, without any fault on either side, I 
never intended to say or think any thing of the matter, 
until a late proceeding of yours, which no way relates 
to me, put me upon a desire of finding matter to justify 
you to your friends here, as well as to myself; because 
I always wished you well, and because I have been 
more than once instrumental to your service. When I 
first came acquainted witli you, we were both private 
clergymen in a neighbourhood : you were afterward 
Chancellor of St, Patrick's; then was chosen dean, in 
which election I was the most busy of all your solicitors. 
When the compromise was made between the govern- 
roent and you, to make you easy, and Dr. Synge chan- 
€ell(Tr, you absolutely and frequently promised to give 

* Dr. John Sterne. N. 
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mt flic caracy of St Nicholas Without : but you thought 
fit, by concert with the archbishop, to hold it yourself, 
and apply the revenue to build another church ; a^inst 
which it became me to say nothing, being a party con- 
cerned and injured; although it was generally tliought 
by others, as well as myselfj that it was an ill and dan- 
gerous precedent, to build a church with the revenue of 
the minister. I desire no thanks for being instrumental 
in your next promotion ; because, as things then stood, I 
consulted my own advantage. However, upon the 
-queen's death, when I had done for ever with courts, I 
returned to reside at my post, yet with some kind of 
hopes of getting some credit with you ; very unwisely : 
because, upon the affair of St. Nicholas, I had told you 
frankly, " That I would always respect you, but never 
hope for the least friendship from you." But, trying to 
Ibrget all former treatment, I came like others to your 
house ; and since you were a bishop, have once or 
twice recommended persons to you, who were no rela- 
tions or friends of mine, but merely for their general 
^ood character : which availed so little, that those very 
persons had the greatest share of your neglect. I thea 
gave over all thoughts of being instrumental to place 
merit and virtue under your protection by my recom- 
mendations; and, as I was ever averse firom mingling 
with multitudes and strangei's, I forbore by degrees to be 
a partaker of your hospitality, rather than purchase a 
share of it at so dear a rate. This is the history of my 
conduct with regard to your lordship: and it is now a 
great comfort to me, that I acted in this manner; for, 
otherwise, when those two abominable bills, for enslaving 
and beggaring the clergy (which took their birth from 
Hell) were upon the anvil, if I had foTiud your lord- 
ship's name among the bishops who would have turned 
them into a law, I might have been apt to discover such 
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jUarks of iudigcatioo, horror, and despair, both^ in wok^ 
and deportmeot, as would have ill become ine to a* per* 
son of your station : for, I call God to witness, that I did 
then, and do now, and shall for ever, firmly believe, 
that every bishop, who gave his vote for either of these 
bills, did it with no other view (bating farther proAibtiofii) 
than a premeditated design, from the spirit of ambttioD, 
and love of arbitrary power, to make the whole b6dy of 
the clergy their slaves and vassals^ until the day of 
judgment, under the load of poverty and cohtcmpt. I 
liave no room for more charitable thoughts, except- fofr 
those who wi31 answer now, as they must at that dreadiUl 
day, that what they did was out of perfect ignforante, 
want of consideration, hope of future promotion (a© af- 
gument not to be conquered) or the persuasion of cun- 
ninger brethren than themselves ; when I saw a bishop, 
whom I had known so many years, faK into the sarttie 
snare, which word I use in partiality to your lordship. 
Upon this open avowed attempt; in almost the whole 
bench, to destroy the church, I resolved to hliv6 bo 
more commerce Avith persons of such prodigious graiii- 
deur, who, I feared, in a little time, would expect nle to 
kiss their slipper. It is happy for me thai I know the 
persons of very few bishops ; and it is my constant rule, 
never to look into a coach ; by which I avoid the terror 
that such a sight would strike me with. 

In the beginning of my letter, I told your lordship 
of a desire to know the particulars of a late proceeding, 
which is in the mouths of many among your acquain& 
ance ; from some of whom I received the following ac- 
count : That y<m have the great tithes of two Uvingsin 
your diocese, which were let to some fanatic knight, 
whose name I forget. It seems you felt the beginning 
of a good motion in yourself, which was to give up 
those tithes to the two incumbents (the fanatic's lease 
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beiog near out) either for a yery small reserved rent, or 
entirely, provided you could do so without IcsseniDg'the 
revenue of the see. And the conditiou was, that jour 
tenants among them should raise the rents one hundred 
and fifty pounds, which was what the fanatic paid you 
6x both Ihe said parishes. It is affirmed, that Sir 
'Siatpti Gore, one of your tenants, much approving so 
generous a proposal, engaged to prevail on the tenants 
to agree, aud oflfered a large advancement of his own 
part The matter was thus fixed, when suddenly you 
changed your mind, and reuewed the lease to the same 
fimatic for three hundred pounds fine. The reasons of 
this singular action are said to be two : the fivsi is, that 
you declared you wanted power to resist the temptation 
of such a fine ; the other, that you were dissuaded from 
it -by some of jour bredbren, as an example very dan- 
gerous, and of ill consequence, if it ^ould be followed 
by others. This last I do not in the least wonder at, 
because such advice is of the same leaven with the two 
enslaving and beggaring bills. I profe?s to your lord- 
diip» that I have no other motive in desiring to be 
sMisSed upon this pmnt, than a resolution to justify you 
to the world, as far as the truth will give me power. I 
am, &c. 



TO MRS. CiESAR.^ 

•aiADAM, 

Amovo a few little vexations, such as beggary, sla- 
very, conruption, ignorance, want of friends, faction, <^ 

* MisB LoDg, a lady of very great fortime, was married in Octi>- 

ber 1729, to Charles Cesar, Esq. descended from the Ademars, a very 

ancient and honourable family, allied to Charlemagne, and member 
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pression, aod some other trifles of the like nature, thai 
ve philosophers ought to despise ; two or three ladies of 
long aGquaiatance, and at a great distance, are still so 
kind as to remember me ; and I was always proud, and 
pleased to a great degree, that jou happened to be one, 
since constancy is, I think, at least as seldom found iu 
friendslup as iu love. Mrs. Barber, when I see her, i» 
always telling me wonders of the continual favours 
you have conferred on her, and that, without your in- 
terposition, the success of her errand would havd hardly 
been worth the journey ; and I must bear the load of 
this obligation, without the least possibility of ever re- 
turning it, otherwise than my best wishes for the pros- 
perity and health of you and your family : for, in spite 
of all your good words, I am the most insignificant man 
of this most insignificant country. I have been tied by 
the leg (without being married) for ten months past, by 
an unlucky strain, which prevented the honour and hap- 
piness I proposed to myself of waiting on you often du- 
ring this last summer : aod another year at my period of 
life is like an inch in a man's nose ; yet I flatter myself, 
that next spring I may take one voyage more, when you 
will see me altered in every disposition of body and 
mind, except in my respects for you and all that belong^ 
to you. There is one part of Mr. Pope's compliment 
which I cannot make you ; for I could not with the 
strictest search find one letter too many in any of your 

of parliament for the boroogh of Hertford, who was committed to 
the Tower of London, Dec. 10, 1703, for some reflections in the house 
of commons, on the Earl of Godolphin, then lord high treasurer of 
England; and in 1711 was appointed treasurer of the navy. This 
lady was remarkable for her good sense, friendship and politeness, 
and much esteemed by the nobility and gentiy, and all people of 
taste, genius, and learning. She was mother of Julius Cxsar, a 
brave soldier, and in 1762, a general in the service of his Britannia 
Majesty. P?. 
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vords, although I found a thousaod words too*feir in 
your letter; therefore, I accepted and understood it only 
as a billet just writ while Mrs. Barber stood by in her 
hood and scarf just ready to take her leave and begin 
her journey; and what is worse, I suspect that she 
was forced to solicit you long, because she wanted a 
certificate under your hand to convince me that she 
was not an impostor. 

I will not say one word in Mrs. Barber's behalf, for 
she will always continue to deserve your protection, and 
therefore she may be sure you will always continue to 
give it her. 

I hope Mr. Csesar is in good health, and desire he 
will accept the offer of my most humble service^ with my 
hearty wishes for your whole family. 

I am, with true respect, madam. 
Your most obedient, and 

most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE SAMK 

XADAM, Dublin, July 30, 1733. 

I COULD not let Mrs. Barber leave us for good and 
all, without honouring her with the carriage of a letter 
from your old humble and constant lover: she hath 
been aflSicted with so many repetitions of the gout, that 
her limbs are much weakened, and her spirits sunk : 
neither can I well blame her, considenng her grand af- 
feir of subscriptions must needs have slackened in her 
absence. Neither could she be in much disposition to 
increase her volumes, for health and good humour are 
two ingredients absolutely necessary in the poetical 
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txade ; but, I hope, jom cottnteuance aad protaetioB 
will recover Iter spirits, and her hopes, aod her geoius. 
I. imagine she looks on you as her chief patroww ; be- 
cause, although she be abundantly grateful to ail her pvo- 
jtectors, yet I observe your name most often in her mouth. 
I wish it were in my power to take the same journey ; 
but neither my health, nor the bad state of my private 
affairs, will give me power or leave ; I cannot make 
^hift, nor bear fatigue as I used to do. To live in Eng- 
land Jialf as tolerably as I do here, would ruin me. I 
must have two servants, and three horses, and dure 
drink nothing but wine ; aod my ragged church rejxts 
would never be paid in my absence. My liord Boling- 
broke and Mr. Pope press me with many kind invita- 
tions, but the former is too much a philosopher; he 
dines at six in the evening, after studying all the morn- 
ing until the afternoon ; and when he hath dined, to his 
studies again. Mr. Pope can neither eat nor drink, 
Wves to he alone^ and hath always some poetical scheme 
in bis head. Thus the two best companions and friends 
I ever had, have utterly disqualified themselves for my 
conversation, and my way of living, Mr. Pope, who 
had often promised to pass a summer season with me 
here, if he outlived his mother, soon after death waved 
the fairest opportunity of performing his promise two 
montiis ago, of coming over with ease, aod in company 
of Dean Cotterel"^ and his sister ; he said, we should kill 
him with eating and drinking. I had a very convenient 
apartment for him in the deanery house : he would have 
all the civilities of this town ; and Mrs. Barber will tell 
you that we pever want a doiaen or more of very valu- 
able persons, and of both sexes, with whom to converse : 

* Dr. William Cotterel was advanced to the bishopric of Xidgh' 
Mo and Ferns, Mar^t^ 24, 1742 ^ i^nd died i« 175^ N. 
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I chid him soundly in my last letter, for his want of 
friendship or resolution. Tou see, .madam, I am full 
of talk ; but jou are to blame, for I imagine myself in 
your company, which is indeed no great compliment; 
-and, upon second thoughts, it is not true, for I should be 
much better pleased to be your hearer. However, I 
should certainly ask you a thousand questions, concern- 
Jog youiselt^ and Mr. Cssar, and your whole family. I 
.have received so much friendship and so many civilities 
from you both, that I shall ever own my obligations ; 
which are much increased by Mrs. Barber's feeding my 
vanity with telling me that you did not receive her 
worse for being recommended by me ; yet, I confess, her 
.e3q>ressions were in somewhat stronger terms. Pray God 
bless you and your family. I desire you will present 
my most humble service to Mr. Csesar. 

I am, with the greatest respect, madam. 
Your most obedient, and 

most obliged humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. JOHN BARBER, 
LORD MAYOR OF LONDON.* 

.)«Y LORD, ^ Jtdyy 1733. 

Although I never read news, I often hear of your 
lordship's actions and speeches, particularly your, and 
-the city address to the house of commons, for throwing 
out that execrable bill of excise, and your defence of the 
city, in the answer you gave to the recorder on the sub- 
ject of riots. I hope you will always remepher 4hat 

* Sfec in vol. xviii. a letter, dated July 23, 1732. Pf. 

B 2 
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jou learnt these honest principles under an honest mf" 
sistry, and in ivhat has been since called the worst of 
times, -which I pray God we might live to see again. 
Our friend Mrs. Barber is recovering of her gout, and 
intends in a' few weeks to return to London. Mj Lord 
Orrery, although almost a stranger to her, and very 
much embroiled in his aflfairs by a most villanous agent, 
has been extremely generous to her, in easing her of one 
part of her load : and I hope, by the success of her 
poems, she will be made tolerably easy and independent, 
as she well deserves for her virtue and good sense. My 
Lord Orrery is the delight of us all. But we wish him 
hanged for coming among us, since he cannot stay with 
us. Your chaplain writes to me very seldom, and I ne- 
ver can get him to answer me how he lives : I gave him 
credit upon a friend in London for any small sums of 
money, which I find he has received most of; so that I 
am a&aid his salary, perquisites, or fees, or whatever 
else he is to live by, is not to come in till the end of his 
office. I hope he continues to behave himself well ; and 
indeed I think him a very valuable young man. As to 
myself, my private affairs are in so ill a posture, and my 
bead so disordered by returns of my old giddiness, that 
I cannot yet venture to take those jouriiies that I used 
to make nothing of, and God knows whether I shall be 
able to dine with your lordship in your mayoralty* 
Doctor Delany lives very happily and hospitably, eo- 
tertains his old friends, and has nothing to fight with but 
envy, which he despises, and does not, in the least, de- 
serve, but by those from whom it is a blessing. I think 
I have named all your acquaintance here ; and I pre- 
sume you will hardly trouble yourself to acquire more. 
Your lordship hath now got over more than half your 
difficulties. I doubt not but you will finish the rest 
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%rith equal reputation, so that the year of your mayoral- 
ty mil be loDg remembered with honour. 

I must desire leave to tell your lordship^ that I have 
not koown a more bashful, modest person than Mrs. Bar- 
ber, nor one who is less likely to ply her friends, patrons^ 
or protectors, for any favour; or is more thankful for the 
smallest. Therefore I hope you will continue to do 
her any good office that lies in your way, without trou- 
ble to yourself. And, among other things, I desire you 
will advise her to be more thrifty ; for she carries her 
liberality as much too high, as our friend Sir Gilbert 
did his avarice. I thought I did a fine thing to sub- 
scribe for ten copies of her poems ; and she contrived to 
send me presents that, in my conscience, are worth more 
than the money I subscribed. 

Having not heard lately of your being ill, I hope you 
liave recovered your health entirely ; and I pray God 
preserve it. 

I am, with tme respect, my lord. 

Your lordship's most obedient 
humt^e servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON. 

iiB, Goldsmiths* Hall, Aug. 6, 1 733. 

I THANK you heartily for your kind and affectionate 
letter, and I beg your pardon for not answering it soon^ 
er. 

I agree with you, that I had the happiness of learning 

honest principles early, from a set of great men, who will 

ever be an honour and an ornament to their country : 

and it is my greatest glory, that in the late affair of the 

.B a 
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Escifie Bill {though I did nothing but mj duty, aod 
irhat every houest mao io tny station "would have done) 
J acted consistent with those honest principles, iHid diat 
my enemies^ as well «s friends/have generally approved 
ftiy conduct. And believe me, sir, I speak it with 
great sincerity, that when I consider how spario^y you 
and some oilier friends have ever, been of your praises, 
your approbation affords me the greatest pleasure ima- 
ginable, as it gives me that inward peace pf miod, which 
the whole world could not purchase. 

My Lord Orrery's amiable qualities nmst make him 
the delight of all with you, as he is truly so with us; 
and when he comes ov«r, ^your loss will be our gain,'^ 
as the proverb says. 

I know nothing of Mr. Pilkington's affairs or expenses; 
what the city allows him is never paid tiU the «qd of the 
year : I have presented him, at twice, with forty pounds, 
which I design to make fifty ; whjch sum has but one 
precedent : generally tbey have but thirty of the mayor. 
His behaviour is very well, and he is generally esteem- 
ed. 

i shall have great regard to your recommendations in 
favour of Mrs. Barber, and shall not fail of doing her 
any service in my power. I have been thought to be a 
lucky roan ; but this year fortune has been my foe, for 
I have had no death happened in my year (a fiddler 
excepted) yet, nor have made 500/. in all. But my 
friends say,. it is made up in fome. 

I am very sorry yowr ill health 60DtlBues;fi]r I 
Jattered myself with being very happy with you ami 
some friends, on the important subject of the Cap of 
JVfaiDtenance, Custard, the Sword^ and -many more lau- 
dable things in the lord mayor's house ; and I yet hope 
jU> have that felicity, for there are three months to come; 
4ad who knows'wbat may happen in .that timt.f iPVa^Ty 
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l.ido not de^air of sedag* jou -settled *irith your friends 
imef before twe mre unnj years older. Do not start ! 
straoger things have happened very lately. 

I XB8 lately honoured at dinner ^nrith the Lords Bo- 
lingbroke, Carteret, Winchelsea, Gower, and Mr. Fulte* 
oey ; and among other ihiBg»your name was mentioned, 
and Lord Carteret instantly toasted your health ; and 
you were the .subject of iconversation for an hour. I 
showed them your letter. I dare not mention what 
passed, because I -Itnow I shall offend your modesty ; 
only one thing I will venture^to repeat, ''that they all 
swore, that if ever thetwuid should change, they would 
not long be deprived of the greatest genius of the age.^' 
The conversation turning on another subject, Lord Car- 
teret pulled me to the^ window,! and bade me tellyoii* 
that he loved and honoured you, and so you should* find 
An all'occasions, and that he toasted your health. This 
IB Hteraliy true, upon the honour of a . 

I dined yesterday with Lord Bolingbroke only; he 
comrplains you do not write to him : he is well. 

.They say you are making interest for my brother of 
iDublin to be member of parliament; pray come over, 
and do the same for me, and have the credit of both, 
^y brother behaves himself wellj^ I hear; if it is pro- 
fer,'rmy service to him. 

Wiiatyou tell Mr. Pilkington of my speaking disre- 
spectfully of the Irish, is false and scandalous; I never 
used such an expression in my life : I appeal to all my 
acquaintance. I love the Irish. 



• This was Aldermaa French, an ironmonger. Dr. Swift has es- 
j^essed much regard for this worthy magistrate in a letter to Mr. 
Faitlkuer, dated Jan. 6, 1737-8; and still more in an elegant imitation 
•f Rorace, printed in the eleventh voIuqc of this edition . T^. 
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Pray God restore your health; and believe me af- 
vays, with gratitude, your most obedient humble ser- 
vaut, 

JOHN BARBER. 



FROM MISS KELLY. 

London, Aug. 12, 173?. 

I AM truly sorry, my deai* sir, that I have uot heard- 
from you so long ; but am much more concerned with 
Barber's account of your being not as well as I wish you; 
For God's sake try the change of air, and let not any 
other attachment than to your health employ your 
thoughts. Consider how dear you are to youi* friends ; 
but if that would not do, let the detestatioir you must 
feel, from giving pleasure to the unworthy, make you 
careful of yourself. Indeed, I should be glad to make 
you sensible, that you are valued by all that have a 
taste for merit ; and I should be very much pleased, if 
you would think you owe so much to them, that you 
would, for their sakes, preserve yourself. Believe me^ 
sir, illness is not to be trifled with : I can speak on this 
subject as an experienced person ; and I earnestly en- 
treat you to take remedies in time. Forgive my im» 
pertinence, and be assured that none is more truly zea;^ 
k)U8 for your welfare, than your 

F. A. K£LLX» 
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TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

MY LOBD, Dublin^ Jug, 20, 1733. 

I LATELY received a letter from Mrs. Barber, wherein 
she desires my opioioo about dedicating her poems to 
your lordship ; and seems in pain to know how far she 
may be allowed to draw jour character, which is a rigiit 
claimed by all dedicators : and she thinks this the more 
incumbent on her, from the surprising instances of your 
generosity and favour that she has already received^ and 
which she has been so unfashionable to publish wherever 
she goes. This makes her apprehend, that all she can 
say to your lordship's advantage, will be interpreted as 
the mere effect of flattery, under the style and title of 
gratitude. 

I sent her word, that I could be of no service to her 
upon this article : yet I confess, my lord, that all those 
who are thoroughly acquainted with her, will impute her 
encomiums to a sincere, but overflowing spuit of thank- 
fulness, as well as to the humble opinion she has of bar- 
self. Although the world in general may possibly con- 
tinue in its usual sentiments, and list her in the common 
herd of dedicators. 

Therefore, upon the most mature deliberation, I con- 
cluded that the office of setting out your lordship's cha- 
racter, will not come properly from her pen, for her own 
reasons; I mean the great favours you have already 
conferred on her : and God forbid, that your character 
should not have a much stronger support You ase 
hourly gaining the love, esteem, and respect of wise and 
good men : and in due time, if Mrs. Baiter can have 
but a little patience, you will bring them all over, in 
both kingdoms, to a man : I confess the number is not 
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great ; but that is not your lordshlp^s fault, and there- 
fore, in reaioD, jpu ought to be.c^Dteoted. 

I guess the topics she intends to insist on ; your learn- 
ing, your genius, your affability, generosity, the love 
you bear to your native country,. and your compasBioa 
.for ibis : the goodness of your ruature, your humility, 
modesty, and condescension; your most agreeable eoo- 
Tersation, suited to all ieqspefs, conditions, and under* 
'Standings: perhaps she may be so weok as to add the 
•tegularity of your life; that you believe a God; and 
Providence; that yoa.«re. a. firm christian, according to 
•the.doctiine of the church established in both kingdoms. 
These, and other -topics, I imagine Mrs. Qarber, de- 
signs to insist on, in the dedicatioa of her poems to your 
lordship ; but I think fhe^wiU better show her prudence 
by omitting them all. And yet, my lord, I cannot dis- 
•^approve of her-apnbiiion, so justly placed in the choice of 
a patron ; and at the same time declare my opinion, that 
•fihe deserves your protection on account of her wit aqd 
^ood sense, as well as of her- humility* her gratitude, and 
4uany other virtues. I have read: most of her poems; 
-and believe your lordship will observe, that they gene- 
irally contain something new ;and useful, tending to the 
reproof of some vice or folly, or reoommeodiog soqae 
-virtue. She never .writes on a jBubject* with general 
-unconnected topics, -but alwa^-s with, a scheme and me- 
:thod driving to some particular end; ^wherein mai^ 
^]lrriters in verse, and of some/distinction, are so often 
iknown to fail. In short, she. seemsto have a true poeti- 
seal genius,. better cultivated than could well be expect- 
ted, either from her sex, or:the scene «he:has. acted io^.aa 
"Ahewife of a citizen : yet I am assured, that no womap 
iwas ever more useful to her: husband in the. way of /his 
ibttsiaess.* Foetiy.has only been her favourite amuse- 

* Her husband wai a woolleii draper. N . 
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meot ; fpr which jshe has one qualificatioD, .tihat I wish 
all good poets jpossesoed a share of; I «ieao, that ^e is 
f eadj to take advice, and submit to have her verses 
corrected by those who are geDcrally allowed to be the 
best judges. 

I liave, at her entreaty, suffered her to take a copy 
of this letter, and given her the liberty to make it pub- 
lic : for which I. ought to desire your lordship's pardon ; 
but she was of opinion it might do her some service, and 
therefore I complied. I am, my lord, with the truest 
esteem and reject, your lordship's most obedient ser- 
vant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT, 



TO MRS. DINOLEY.* 

Wtdnesdojf^ August 29, 1733. 

IF 'f ou trt :!i? j«(WHi to te easy and cheerful, I if iU 
seifd somethiug for dinner to your lodgings, and eat it 
<with you and Mrs. Ridgeway ;t ^ith a bottle of wine 

* The dean used constantly to visit Mrs. Dingley ; but in such ^ 
maoner, as to prereot her being at any expense in providing enter- 
tainments. 

f Mrs. Dingley*s lodgings were in Grafton street, Dublin, at the 
house of a daughter of his old housekeeper, Mrs. Brent, wife to an 
idle spendthrift, one Ridgeway, a cabinet-maker ; for the relief of 
whose neeei^sitics she was once about selling an annuity of 201. a 
year that had been bequeathed to her for life by her late mistress 
Lady Newtown. The dean, upon bearing of such a design, commise* 
rated her case, and paid down the sum agreed for as the purchase, re* 
taining it in his power ; then paid the annuity to her every year, as 
\{ it had (Seen received from Lady Newtown*8 executMv; and after« 
ward bequeathed it to her, which she enjoyed till her death, which 
happene<l Oct 16, 1774. For her better encouragement to take more 
th^Mi wdinary carre of him in that iUneu which be always Ureadef'- 
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and bread. Speak freely, and send me word. Bill 
Mrs. Ridgeway shall take all the care upon her.. If 
jou do not like this proposal, send word ; I would; diat 
a little after two. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

I HAVE every day wished to write to you, to say a 
thousand things ; and yet I think I should not Iraye 
writ to you now, if I was not sick of writing any things 
sick of myself, and (what is worse) sick of my friends 
too. The world is become too busy for me ; every 
body is so concerned for the public, that all private en- 
joyments are lost, or disrelished. I write more to show 
you I am tired of this life, than to tell you any thing- 
relating to it. I live as I did, I think as did, I love 
you as I did : but all these are to no piurpose : the world 
will not live, think, or love, as I do. I am troubled 
for, and vexed at, all my friends by Hums. Here are 
some whom you love, and who love you ; yet they re- 

and foresaw as plainly as he would a coming shower, he left her 10(M. 
more. But, to bind her more strongly to her duty still, after he had 
settled all his afiui<s hy a last will, he signed a bond and warrant for 
a farther sum of 3001. ; observing, at the same time, ** It may be, thet 
jade will hereafter demand interest npon this bend, though only in- 
tended as an additional legacy.^' Upon which she declared, she 
never would do so, and wondered that the dean could suspect her of 
it. However, his conjecture proved true in the end : for she afterward 
intermacried with an avaricious man, one Henry Land (whom the 
dean had formerly appointed sexton of his cathedral, in which office 
he had acquired some wealth) who persuaded her in 1748 to join him 
in demanding 1441. for eight years interest due on the said bond, 
which was paid along with the principal by the executors : but she 
generously remitted a small part, by way of benefaction to the dean*» 
Hospital. Pf. 
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eeive no proofs of that affection from you, and ihcj gire 
none of it to you. There is a great gulph between. In 
earnest, I would go a thousand miles bj land to see you» 
but the sea I dread. My ailments are such, that I real- 
ly believe a sea sickness, (considering the oppression of 
colical pains, and the great weakness of my breast) 
would kill me : and if I did not die of that, I must of 
the excessive eating and drinking of your hospitable 
town, and the excess of flattery of your most poetical 
country. I hate to be crammed either way. Let your hun- 
gry poets, and your rhyming peers digest it, I cannot. I 
like much better to be abused and half starved, than to be 
80 overpraised and overfed. Drown Ireland ! for hav- 
ing caught you, and for having kept you : I only reserve 
a little charity for her for knowing your value, and es^ 
teeming you : you are the only patriot I know, who is 
not bated for serving his country. The man who drew 
your character, and printed it here, was not much in tlie 
wrong in many things he said of you : yet he was a 
very impertinent fellow, for saying them in words quite 
diflferent from those you had yourself employed before 
on the same subject : for surely to alter your words is 
to prejudice them : and I have been told, that a man 
himself can hardly say the same thing twice over with 
equal happiness : nature is so much a belter thing than 
artifice. 

I have written nothing this year : it is no affectation 
to tell you, my mother's loss has tiurned my frame of 
thinking. The habit of a whole life is a stronger thing 
than all the reason in the world. I know I ought to be 
easy and to be free : but I am dejected, I am confined : 
my whole amusement is in reviewing my past life, not in 
laying plans for my future. I wish you cared as little 
for popular applause as I ; as little for any nation in con- 
tradistinction to others as I ,* and then I fancy, you that 
are not afraid of the sea, you that are a stronger man a 
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sixty th^ ever I was 9t tweoty, would come and see 
several people who are (at last) like the primitive chxjs- 
tians, of one soul and of one rointd. The day is come, 
which I have often wished, but never thought to see t- 
when every mortal that I esteem is of the same senti^ 
ment in politics and in religion.* 

Adieu. All you love, are yours, but all are .busy, 
except (dear sir) your sincere friend. 



FROM MRS. DONNELLAN. 

Sir, London, Sept 22, 1 733. 

Knowing your great esteem and tenderness for Miss 
JCelly, and that tbciTe is no one whom she has so ^gh an 
opinion of, or whose advipe would sway so much wi^h 
her, I cannot forbear lettiqg you know my thoughts 
about her at this time; that I think she wsints the.aa6i9t* 
an.ce and counsel of her best and wisest, friend. As she 
has been so good to distinguish me among ^r fiisiQale 
acquaintance, and .to show (pore confidence tbao in. a^y 
other, I think I can better tell her miqd : but, fis rfie.has 
a natural closeness, I judge chiefly by hipts ; /or I be- 
lieve she does not opien herself entirely to.any one. Her 
health I think in a much worse way than when she came 
toXK>ndon: she has still a slow fever,. a violent cough, 
great and almost continual sickness injber stomachy ai\4» 
added to all these, a very great dejection .of spirit; ivhioh 
last, I cannot but think, proceeds in a good measure frcp 
discontent and uneasiness of mind ; and ..the physicians 

* This is a remarkable paragraph; At this time, tbertibre, 1733| 
be and Boliogbroke were of the same sentinunl in religion ai well U 
politics. Dh. Warton. 

t Mi08 Kelly died the but week in October, 1783. JH 
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%re of the same opioioo. I have eadcavoured, by all 
the meaQs I could think of, to find out the cause, hopiD^, 
that if it werie koowD, it might, hj the assistance of 
friends, be remedied. I know Mheo a joung person 
shows ail}' discontent, people arc apt to imagine there 
can be no cause for it but a disappointment in love : I 
reallj^ think that is not Miss Kelly's case : I have tried 
her to th^ uttermost on that subject, and I cannot find 
she has aniy attachinent to anj particular person, but 
that the whole world, except a few friends, is iudiilerent 
to her : but what I take her present uneasiness to pro- 
ceed from, is the unkindness in general of her parents, 
and the fear of not being supported bj her father in the 
way she likes, and as her present bad state of health 
Indeed requires. She has a high spirit, and cannot bear to 
be obliged to her friends, and she has not been much used 
to management. She is here in a very expensive way, 
with her sickness, her servants, and horses ; and I be- 
lieve she would be greatly mortified, after appearing in 
this mamier, to be obliged to fall below it ,* and at the 
same time she has reason to fear, from her father*s be- 
haviour, that he thinks little of her, and will not support 
her in it : she has not heard from him these two months ; 
and the letters she had from him at Bristol, were warn- 
ing her not to marry without his consent, ecjoining her 
not to go to public places, and above all to spend little 
money ; very odd subjects to one in her condition. 
Now, what I would beg of you, sir, is to endeavour to 
find out what are his resolutions in relation to her, and 
if there be any that has an influence over him, to get 
fliCT to convince him, that his child's life is in the great- 
est dai^er; and then, perhaps, he may not think his time 
and money ill employed to save it. If at the same time, 
sir, you would join your good advice to her, I believe 
it might be of great use, either to make her bear, with 
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less uoeasiuess, the ills of this life, or, if it please Ood to 
take her from us, to prepare her for another, and a better. 
Her humour is much changed ; her spirits are low ; and 
upon every little disappointment, her passions rise high ; 
you know, sir, how best to apply to these. She is at 
Hampstead quite alone: and although her physicians 
desire much she should come to town, she cannot be 
prevailed on to think of it ; she desires to be alone ; 
even Mrs. Rooke and I, whom she calls her best friends^ 
are troublesome to her. I believe I need not tell you, 
sir, that I desire this letter may be a secret, and especi- 
ally to the person concerned. If you have any thing 
to tell me, that can be of use on this subject, and will 
honour me with your commands, direct if you please for 
roe, under cover. To Mrs. Anne Shuttleworth, at Mr. 
JourdainX in Conduit-street. I should beg pardon, sir, 
for troubling you with this long letter ; but I hope my 
friendship to Miss Kelly will be my excuse. I am 
sorry to write on so melancholy a subject, and which I 
am sure must give you uneasiness; but, pleased with 
any opportunity of assuring you that I am, sir, your 
very great admuer, and most obedient humble servant, 

ANNE DONNELLAN. 



FROM MRS. PENDARVES. 

SIR, Gloucester, Oct. 24, 1 73.% 

I CANNOT imagine how my Lord Orrery came by my 
last letter to you ; I believe my good genius conveyed 
it into his hands, to make it of more consequence to you : 
if it had that elSect, I wish this may meet with the same 
fortune. 
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my figure abroad, it is no more thaa I have done on 
both sides of mj ears (as the saying is) for I did not cut 
and curl my hair like a sheep's head, or ivear one of 
their troUopiog sacks ; and by so not doing, I did give 
some oflTence. 

We have seen many very fine towns, and travelled 
through good roads, and pleasant countries. I like 
Flanders in particular, because it is the likest to Eng- 
land. The inns were very unlike those at home, being 
much cleaner and better served ; so that here I could 
not maintain my partiality with common justice. As to 
the civilizing any of that nation, it would employ more 
ill spent time fruitlessly than any one has to spare : they 
are the. only people I ever daw that were quite without 
a genius to be civil when they had a mind to be so. 
Will you eat? Will you play at cards? are literally 
the tip top well bred phrases in use. The French 
people we met, are quite of another turn, polite and 
easy ; one is the natural consequence of the other, 
though a secret that few have discovered. I can bring 
you an Irish witness (if that be sufficient) that I have 
wished for you many times during this journey, particu- 
larly at Spa, where I imagined you might have been 
mending every day as fast as I did ; and you are a base 
man to say, that any such impediment as you mentioned, 
thwarted your journey ; for you were sure of a welcome 
share in every thing we had. It were unnecessary to 
say this now, if we had no thoughts of ever going again ; 
but it IS what I am strongly advised to, though I should 
not much want it, and I am aot avei'se : travelling agrees 
with me, and makes me good humoured. At home I am 
generally more nice than wise, but on the road nothing 
comes amiss. At Calais we i^ere windbound four or 
five days, and I was very well contented: when the 
vSnd changed, I was delighted to go. As impatience 
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is generally mj reigDiog distemper, you may imagine, 
how I must be alarmed at this sudden alteration, till I 
happily recollected two instances, where I was myself. 
The one at Breda, where the innkeeper let drop, " if 
you mean to go," an hour and half after wc had told 
him fifty times, that we positively would go on. The 
other, at Amsterdam, where we met with a very incuri- 
ous gentleman, who affirmed, there was nothing worth. 
seeing ; though, beside the town, which far supassed my 
imagination, there happened to be a most famous fair. 
It is long since those two verses of Dry den's Cynion are 
stricllv applicable to me : 



" Iler corn and cattle are her only care. 
And her supreme delight a country fair. 



w 



. I shall forget to name my Irish friend : it is Mr^ 
Coote.* He is, in all appearance, a modest, well-bred, 
splenetic, good natured man. I had then one of these 
qualifications more than was pleasant, and so we became 
acquainted. He has a very great regard for you, sir ; 
and there we agreed agaiw. We were all highly pleased 
with him. He seems to have a better way of thinking than 
is common, and not to want for sense, or good humour. 
I tell you, that I do not use exercise f designedly, never 
eat or drink what can disagree with me, but am no 
more certain of my stomach than of my mind ; at some- 
times proof against any thing, and at other tiiies too 
easily shocked ; but time and care can certainly make 
a strong defence. I will obey your commands, and so 
will his grace, concerning Mrs. Barber, as soon as we 
come to London, where we stay but three days. We are 

* Charles Coote, Esq. high sheriff of the county of Cavan in 1719^ 
father of Sir Charles Coote, K. B. who in 1764, succeeded to tJie eari- 
dom of Bellamont. N. 
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now at Amesbuiy ; bat praj, direct for me at Londoo. 
I doubt we can do her but little good; for, as to 
my part, I bare few acquaiotaoce, and little ioterest. 
I will believe every thing you say of her, though I have 
hitherto ever had a natural aversion to a poetess. 

I am come almost to the end of my paper, before I 
have half done with you. It was a rule, I remember, 
with poor Mr. Gay and me, never to exceed tlirce 
pages. I long to hear from you, that I may have an 
exeuse to write again ; for I doubt it would be carry- 
ing the joke too far to trouble you too often. Adieu, 
dear sir, health and happiness attend you ever. 

T fear I have written so very ill, that I am* quite un- 
intelligible. Ills grace is very much yours. 



FROM MRS. PRATT. 

SIB, London, Nov, 1 0, 1 733. 

Not many days ago I had the pleasure of yours by 
3Irs. Barber, wliose turn seems to coniurni the good im- 
pressioo you- give of her. I want not more than your 
recommendation to engage my wibhes to serve her, and 
also my endeavours, if any opportunity falls in my 
way. Are there no hopes of seeing you on this side of 
the wter? Cannot the great number of your friends, 
and the great variety of conversation abounding here, 
be some kind of inducement to your coming among us ? 
Is not Mr.^ Pope a temptation to one of your distinction 
to draw you this way ? Even the variety of people in 
this great city might contribute to the amusement of 
your mind, as a journey and exercise would to your 
bodily health. I would use every argument I could 
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thiok of to iovite 70U hitber» and eoosequeotlj to pre* 
serve a life so beoeficial to the public^ aod so dear to 
all your Arieods. ITou have a spirit tbat should prevail 
against indolence, and bring you into a part of the 
world, which calls aloud for your talents. Thb winter 
w6uld furnish you with many opportunities of doing 
great good, as well as making a shining figure, which 
reflection gives me great hopes, that you will think it a 
reasonable obligation ; as in that case, like Pitt's dia- 
mond, y(Ai would stand alone. I wish I had a house in 
some measure worthy to entertain a guest that should 
be so welcome to me. You surprise me greatly in tell- 
ing me that my Lord Shelburne and you have not met, 
although he has been some time in Dublin, and to my 
knowledge is one of your great admirers. Why do not 
you send to my Lord Dunkerin, who undoubtedly wants 
only that encouragement to wait upon you ? You see I 
want none to embrace the opportunity of assuring you, 
that I am, witfi great esteem, respect, and sdOTection, yoip: 
vrry obliged and most humble servant, 

H. PRATT, 



FllOM ALDERMAN BARBER.* 

London^ Nov. 1 7, 1 733. 

As I have now got rid of the plague of grandeur, and 
all its dependencies, I take this first opportunity to pay 
my respects to you, sir, which I beg pardon for not do- 
ing sooner. The transition from Goldsmiths-hallf to 
Queen square is hardly credible ; for in one view to 

* This was written in the short period whilst the alderman retain* 
ed the title of* late lord mayor.'* N. 
t Where Mr. Barber had kept his mayoral^« N. 
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imagioe the constant hurrj, noise, and impertinence I laj 
under from morning till night, in opposition to the peace, 
the quiet and great tranquillity I feel in my little retire- 
•^lent, makes me pity your great men, who certainly 
must be strangers to the great pleasure I now enjoy. 

Before I left my office I toot|e care to do justice to 
Mr. Pilkington, who has received more tlian I mention- 
ed, and indeed more than any chaplain ever had before^ 

TIZ. 

4 

Of the city. £. s. d^ 

Salary . 20 

Gratuity ....... 25 

Gratuity e:i!(traordinary ... 21 Q 



From my lord mayor ....... 

iFive sermons preached before the mayor 
For a copy of one sermon printed . . . 
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^St PauFs happened to be shut up in the summer for 

two months, when the mayor went on Sundays to his 

own chapel at Guildhall, and his chaplain read prayers 

for eight Sunday mornings only ; for which the mayor 

got him from the court of aldermen twenty guineas. 

J have been the more particular in this account, be- 

cause I know your great punctuality in things of this 

nature, as well as to do myself justice. How much he 

may be a gainer by coming over, I cannot tell f but if 

he had pleased to have lived near the hall, as he might, 

in a lodging of ten or twelve pounds a year, he need nbt 

have kept a man (for I had more for show than business) 

nor given the extravagant sum of thirty pounds a year 

for lodgings; he might have saved something in those 

c 2 
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articles. Had he lived in the city, I should now and 
then have had the favour of his company in an evening; 
but his living from me brought him into company, and 
among tlie rest, into that of Mr. Edward Walpole,* from 
whom he has great dependencies. 

I recommended him to Mr. Aldernran Champion, 
who got tlie primate's wife's brother to Write in liis fa- 
vour to the primate. And he talks of the living of Cole- 
rain's being vacant ; if it be, I will do him what ser- 
vice I can. 

Thus, sir, I have discharged myself of the duty you 
laid upon me, in relation to that gentleman, which I hope 
will be to your satisfaction ; for I will never be ungrate- 
ful, though I have met with it frequently myself. 

All your friends in town are well, and in high spirits. 
Lord Bolingbroke complains you do not write to him. 
Poor Mrs. Barber has the gout, but is better. It was a 
great mortification to me that you did not come and cat 
some custard ; but I hope your health will permit your 
coming next summer. We rejoice much at my brother 
French's success. I know you do not deal in news,, so 
I send you none. Fray God continue your health, and 
believe me always, with the greatest ^ncerity, sir, your 
most obedient and most obliged humble servant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

F. S. Why Mr. Pilkington should send his wife home 
in the midst '.of winter, or why he should stay here 
an hour after her, are questions not easily answered* 
I am not of his counsel. 

* Second son of Sir Robert W.alpole. This gentleman, being in bad 
health, went to the mountains of Moran in Ireland, to drinJc goat*B 
whey, which effectually recovered him, F. 



fiOCTOE SWIFT. 59 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF GRANVILLE.* 

f 
f 

DEAR SIR, Harvnes, Nov. 27, 1733. 

I HAVJB received the honour of your commaDds, and 
shall obey them ; for I am veiy proud of your remem- 
brance. I do not know vie ever quarrelled ; but if we 
did, I am as good a Christian as you are, in perfect cha- 
rity with you. My son, my daughter, and all our olive 
branches salute you most tenderly. I never wished so 
much as I do now, that I were bright, and had a geni- 
us, which could entertain you, in return for tlie many 
excellent things that entertain me daily, which I read 
over and over with fresh delight. Will you never come 
into England, and make Hawnesf your road ? You will 
find pothing here to ojfTend you ; for I am a hermit, knd 
live in my chimney corner, and have no ambition, but 
that you will believe I am the charming dean's 
Most obedient humble servant, 

GRANVILLE. 



FROM MRS. CONDUITT.f 

SIR,- George-Street, Nov. 29, 1733. 

Mrs. Barber did not deliver your letter till after the 
intended wedding brought me hither. She has as much 

* Grace, widow, and relict of George, Lord Carteret, and daughter 
of John Granville, earl of Bath. She was created Viscountess Carte- 
ret, and Countess Granville, 1st January, 1714-Ii>, with limitation of 
those honours to lier son John, the late earl. B, 

+ A seat of Lord Carteret, afterward Earl Granville, in Bedford- 
shire. B> 

X Thus eiidorsed by the dean : "My old friend Mrs. Barton, now 
Mrs. CoDduitt'* D. S. 

c 3 
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a better title to the favour of her sex than poetry eaii 
give her, as troth is better than fiction; and shall hsre 
my best assistance^ But the town has been so long in- 
vited into the subscription,. that most people have alti»i- 
dj refused ost accepted, and Mr. Conduitt has long since 
done the latter. 

I should. have guessed your holiness would rather 
have laid than called up the ghost of my departed frieiMl- 
ship, which since you are brave enough to face, you 
will find divested of every terroi*> but the remorse that 
you were abandoned to be an alien to your friends, your 
country^ and yourself. Not to renew an acquaintance 
with one who can twenty years after remember a Iwnre 
intention to serve hiffl^ would be to thraw away a prize 
I am not now able to repurchase ; therefore, when you 
return to England, I shall try to excel in what I an 
very sorry you want, a nurse ; in the mean time I am- 
exercising that gift to preserve one who is your devoted 
admirer. 

Lord Harvey has written a bitter copy of verses upon 
Dr. Sherwin for publishing (as it is said) his lordshipV 
epistle ; which must have set your brother Pope's spirits 
all a working.' 

Thomson is far advanced in a poem of two thousand 
lines,, deducing liberty from the patriarchs to the present 
limes, which, if we may judge from the press, is now 
In. full vigour. But I forget I am writing to one wha 
has the power of the keys of Parnassus, and that the on- 
ly merit my letter can have is brevity. Please there- 
fore to place the profit I had in youe long one to your 
fund of charity, which carries no inieKst, and to add to 
your prayers and good wishes now and then, a likie to, 
sir, your obedient humble servant, 

C. CONDUITT. 
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Mn. Bvber, whom I had sent for to dine with us, is in bed 
with the gotti, and has not yet sent me her proposals. 



FROM CHARLES COOTE, Esa- 

SIB, Londony Dee. 13, 1733. 

Bbin« indehted solelj to you for a most valuable ae* 
qoaiBtaoee with the Duke aod Dudiess of Queensber- 
ly, aud flooie other of your friends, I ought to have ao- 
kaowledged it befoice. It is a commoo stratagem of mine, 
and has always succeeded, to give hints in proper |dacea 
ef your allowing me to some degree of personal ac- 
quaintance with you, and I owe to it most of the agree- 
able hours I passed at Spa this summer, where they 
were. I had strong temptations^ especially at that dia- 
taoce, to give myself iMgh airs this way ; but finding the 
bare mention of my having been received by you in a 
most obliging manner, was enough to do my business^ 
and it being a fact I could make oath o( I kept withia 
due bounds. Her grace, wlm would be the most agree- 
able woman in England, though she we]^ not the hand- 
somest, has honoured me with her compliments to you, 
with a walking stick, the manufacture of Spa, where she 
bad it made for you, and I ought to have delivered two 
months ago;, aeckknts prevented my leaving this place, 
and it is not certain when I can ; so that I must send it 
t» you- by the first proper opportuui^, but eould no lon- 
ger delay your pleasure in knowing it, and hers, when 
you shall acknowledge it. If I can be of any sort of 
service to you on this side, your commands will find me 
at St. James' Coffee-House. I am, sic, your most oblige 
ed htuidi>le servant, 

CHARLES COOTK 
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FROM DR. SHERIDAN * 

DEAR SIR, Dec. 20, 1 733. 

Yours I received, and if it was not that I have a good 
deal of company to sup at my house upoD beefgris/dns, 
I would go and plaj a game of baokgammon with Mr. 
WorralTs tables, and be after winning some of Mrs. War- 
ralVs coin ; I would not fiar to win a crown piece ^of her 
money bj playing sixpence halfpenny a time. She is a 
very good body, and one that I have a great value for : I 
wish my spouse were but half as good, but of this I shall 
say nothing more till meeting. I hope my gossip Dela- 
ny^s spouse is upon the mending handy for they tell mc 
she has been lately much out of order. She is as good a 
woman as ever breathed, and it is a thousand pities that 
any thing should ail her. God Almighty wish her well ; 
for I am sure if she went off*, the doctor would not meet 
yiiihherfeUowr I hope nothing ails her but a brush. 

To morrow I eat a bit with Mr. and Mrs. MHiyre : if 
you }ffi\\make one, you will get as hearty a welcome, as 
if you were their own father : for nobody speaks better rf 
you than they. My huqible service to all friends *and to 
yourself, is the request of yours to command, 

THADY O. SULIVAN. 

I lodge hard by the Shovel in Frands-streeL 

* Endorsed, " Dr. Sheridan^s iasolence ia presmniog to answer my 
eloquent Hiberniciams.** D. S. 
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TO MRS. PILKINGTON. 

MADAM, ^ * 1733. 

You must shake off the leavings of your sex. If you 
cannot keep a secret, and take a chiding, you wiM quick- 
Jy be out of 'roy sphere.' Corrigible people. are to be 
chid ; those who are otherwise, may be very safe from 
any lectures of mine : I should rather choose to indulge 
them in their follies, than attempt to set them right. I 
desire you may not inform your husband* of what has 
past, for a reason I shall give you when I see you, which 
may be this evening, if you will. I am very sincerely* 
your friend, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM MR: POPE. 

Jan, 6, 1733-4. 

I NEVER think of you and can never write to you, 
without drawing many of those short sighs of which we 
have formerly talked : the reflection both of the friends 
we have been deprived of by death, and of those from 
whom we are sepai^ated almost as eternally by absence, 
checks me to that degree, that it takes away in ai manner 
the pleasure (which yet I feel very sensibly too) of 
thinking I am now conversing with you. Tou have been 
silent to me as to your works ? whether those printed 
here are, or are not genuine ? but ohc I am sure is yours ; 
and your method of concealing yourself puts me in mind 

* This letter was occasioned by some accounts from London, rela- 
tive to Mr. Pilkington, which Mrs. Pilkington has given us at large, 
in her Memoirs, vol. i. p. lOJ. N, 
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of the lodian bird I haVe read of, who hides his head in 
a hole, while all his fc«lhers and tail stick out. Toa 
will have immediately by several franks (even before it 
is here published) my Epistle to Lord Cobham, part of 
my Opus Magnum, and the last Essay on Man; botb 
which I conclude will be grateful to your bookseller on 
whom you please to bestow them so early. There is a 
woman's war declared against me by a certain lord ; his 
weapons are the sam« which women and children use, a 
pin to scratch, and a squirt to bespatter : I writ a sort of 
answer, but was ashamed to enter the lists with him, and 
after showing it to some people^ suppressed it : otherwise 
it was such as was worthy of him, and worthy of me. I 
was three weeks this autumn with Lord Peterborow, who 
rejoices in your doings, and always speaks with the 
greatest affection of you. I need not tell you who else 
do the same, you may be sure almost all those whom I 

ever see, or desire to see. I wonder not that B 

paid you no sort of civility while he was in Ireland : he 
is too much a half wit to love a true wit, and too much 
half honest, to esteem any entire merit. I hope and 
think he bates me too^ and I will do ray best to make 
him : be is so insuppoilabfy insolent in his civility to me 
when he meets me at one third place, that I must afl&oul 
him to be rid of it. That strict neOtrality^ as to pub- 
lie parties, which I have constantly observed in all my 
writings,' I think gives me the more title to attack sucb 
men, as slander and belie my character in private, to 
those who know me not. Yet even this is a liberty I 
shall never take, unless at the same time they are peats 
of private society, or mischievous members of the pub- 
lic, that is to say, unless they aie enemies to all men as 

* Wlikh, however,- he afterward broke through in 1738. Dr. War< 

WW. 
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well » to mt^r^ttay write to me when you ean : if ever 
J can cwoe to jou^ I will : if not, may Froridence be ow 
fioend aod our giiai:d through, thig simple world, where 
QotbiBg is valuable, but seuse and frieodship. Adieu, 
4ear ar, may health attend your years, and then may 
maoy years be added to you. 

p. S. I am just now told a very curious lady intends te 
write to you to pump you about some poem& said to 
be yours* Fray tell her, that you have not answered 
me.on the same questions, and that I shall take it as a 
thing never to be forgiven from you, if you tell another 
what you have concealed from me« 



TO THE DUKE OF DORSET. 

HY LORD, Jan. 1 733-4. 

It has been my great misfortune, that, since your 
grace's return to this kingdom, I have not been able to 
attend you as my duty and gratitude for your favour^ 
as well as the honour of having been so many yeara 
known to youj obliged me to do. I have been pursued 
by two old disorders, a giddiness and deafness, which 
used to leave me in three or four weeks, but now have 
continued four months. Thus I am- put under a neces^ 
sity to writ^ what I would rather have chosen to say io 
your grace's presence. 

On Monday last week, toward evening, there came to 
the deanery one Mr. Bettesworth ; who^ being told by 
the servanta that I was gone to a friend's house, went 
thither to inquire for me, and was admitted into the 
street parlour. I left joy company in the back room, 
and went to him. ^e began with asking m^ «' Whethei 
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I were the author of certain verses, wherein I was re- 
flected on."* The 8iagu]arit7 of the man in his counte- 
nance, manner, action, style, and tone of voice, made me 
call to mind that I had once seen him, about two or three 
years ago, at Mr. Ludlow's country house. But I could 
not recollect his name ; and of what calling he might be 
I had never heard. I therefore desired to ^ know who 
and what he was ? said, " I heard of some such verses, 
but knew no more." He then signified to me, '* That 
he was a serjeant at law, and a member of parliament." 
After which, he repeated the lines that concerned him 
with great emphasis ; said, " I was mistaken in one 
thing ; for he assured me he was no booby ; but owned 
himself to be a coxcomb." However, that being a point, 
of controversy wherein I had no concern, I let it drop. 
As to the verses, he insisted, " That, by his taste, and 
skill in poetry, he was as sure I writ them as if he had 
seen them fall from my pen." But I found the chief 
weight of his argument lay upon two words that rhymed 
to his name, which he knew could come from none but 
me. He then told me, " That, since I would not own 
the verses, and that since he could not get satisfaction 
by any course of law, he would get it by his pen, and 
show the world what a man I was." Wlien he began to 
grow over-warm and eloquent, T called in the gentleman 
of the house, from the room adjoining ; and the serjeant, 
going on with less turbulence, went away. He had a 
footman in the hall during all his talk, who was to have 
opened the door for one or more fellows, as he Has since 
reported : and likewise, that he had a sharp knife in his 
pocket, ready to stab or maim me. But the master and 
misti'ess of the house, who knew his character, and could 

* These verses are printed in the eleventh volume of this collection.. 
They occasioned a very good poem, called ** Bettesworth^s Exulta- 
tion,** in Dunkin's Poems, vol. ii. p. 266. N. 
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hear every word from the room they were in, had pre- 
pared a sufficient defeoce in such a case, as tliey aft^- 
ward told me. He has sioce related, to five hundred 
persons of all ranks, above five hundred falsehoods of 
this conversation, of my fears and his own brutalities, 
against all probability as well as fact ; and some of them, 
as I have been assured, even in tlie presence of your 
grace. His meanings and his movements were indeed 
peevish enough, but his words were not. He threaten- 
ed me with nothing but his pen, yet owned he had no 
pretence to wit. And indeed I am heartily glad, for his 
own sake, that he proceeded no farther ; for, the least 
uproar would have called his nearest neighbours,* first 
to ray assistance, and next, to the manifest danger of his 
life : and I would not willingly have even a dog killed 
upon my account. Ever since, he has amused himself 
with declaring, in all companies, especially before bishops, 
and lords, and members of parliament, his resolutions for 
vengeance, and the several manners by which he will 
put it in execution. , 

It is only to the advice of some judicious friends that 
your grace owes the trouble of this letter : for, though I 
may be dispirited enough by sickness and years, yet I 
have little reason to apprehend any danger from that 
man ; and those who seem to have most regard for my 
safety, ixve no more apprehensive thaa myeclf, especially 
such as best know liie character : for, his very enemies, 
and even his ridiculers, who are, of the two, by far the 
greater number, allow him to be a peaceable man in all 
things, except his words, his rhetorical actions, hb looks, 
and his hatred to the clergy ; which, however, are all 
known, by abundance of experience, to be perfectly 

• Dr. Swift was then at the Rev. Mr. WorralPs house, which h&p- 
pened ta be within three or four doors of Mr. Bettesworth's, N. 
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harmless; aod particularly as to the clergy. I do Dot 
doubt but, if he will be so good as to coDtkue steadfast 
in his principles aod practices, he may at proper ^mc- 
tures contribute very much to thq honour aod interesta 
of that reverend body; as well as employ and improve 
the wit of many young gentlemen in the city, the uni- 
versity, and the rest of the kingdom. 

What I have said to your grace is only meant as a 
poor endeavour to preserve myself in your good opi- 
nion, and in the continuance of your favour. 
I am, witi) the highest respect. Sic, 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

March 2, 1 733-4. 

I AM extreme glad to hear you are got well again ; 
aod I do assure you, it was no point of ceremony made 
me forbear writing, but the downright fear of being trou- . 
blesome. If you have got off your deafness, that is a 
happiness I doubt poor Lady Suffolk will never have ; 
for she does not mend, if she does not grow rather worse. 
But we ladies are famous for straining our voices upon 
the bad occasion of anger : and sure then it is hard if it 
is not more agreeable to do it for. the sake of friendship. 
By the histories I hear from Ireland^ Bettesworth, in the 
midst of your ilhiess^.did not think your pen lay idle;* 

* About thistime, an attempt was made to repeal the Test Act in Ire- 
land ; and the dissenters, on this occasion, afibcted to call themselves 
** brother protestants, and feUow chrbtians,*' with the members of the 
established church. This the dean m ade the subject of a short copy of 
verses, in which there is a passage, that so provoked one Bettesworth, a 
lawyer, and member of the Irish parliament, that he swore to revenue 
hiniiel^ either by maiming or murdering the author: and for this por^ 
pQsef he engaged his feotman, with two ruilUfis, to stcart the 4caa wbcr^ 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 69 

but this good you had from it, that such a ti-oublesbme 
fellow made your friends and Dcighbours show they could 
exert themselves for joor sake. Mrs. Floyd has passed 
this winter radier better than the last ; but cold weather 
is a great enemy of hers; and when you see her, I fear 
you will find, that though the goodness of the '' composi- 
tion"* will always hold, yet so many writers have taken 
the beauty of it entirely off. It grows now near the 
time, that I have hopes you will soon part with my duke 
and duchess. I always used to be her doctor ; I wish 
you would allow me to be yours, and take my advice, 
and try how the change of air would mend your consti- 
tution ; but, I fear you will not. However, God bless 
you ; and adieu. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ClUEENSBERRY. 

DEAR SIB, London^ March 4, 1 733-4. , 

If erer lying was necessary, I fear it is so at present ; 
for no truth can fiimish me with sufficient excuse for 
not having writ long ago; therefore I have been strong- 
ly itvapM to disown having received any return to my 
letters, which I wrote to you since my return to these 
t»art8; but upon more mature deliberation, I have con- 
idoced myself, that it is better rather to confess my fault, 
than to give you any handle to suspect my truth for the 

ever he emrid be foand. As sooq as this oath and attempt ef Bettestrorth 
wtsekoomn^ thirty of the nobility and gentry of 8t. Patrick's waited 
upon tiie dean in form, and presented a paper, subscribed with their 
naaes; in which, they solemnly engaged, in behaif of themselves and 
UieTert of the liberty, to defend his person and fortune, as the (Hend and 
bcacfrdor of his country. H. 

• •* And calPd the happy composition Floyd." 

See Swift's " Receipt to make a Beauty." N. 
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future. I msh everj body was as timorous as myself, 
and then lying and deceit would never be so much in 
the fashion, as it has and will be for many ages past and 
to come. I retoen^ber you once told me, always to git 
down to write when I was in good health, and good hu- 
mour; neither of them have been perfect of some time. 
The first has been interrupted by perpetual colds, and 
pains in my face and teeth. My tempei^ by these try- 
ing truths which I am about to tell you, viz. a journey to 
Scotland, where we have been going every week, and 
every day since Christmas ; the uncertainty of which, 
and being consequently unsettled, is even worse than 
the thing itself. This is not all ; by these means I have 
been obliged to send a little boy (who has been my con- 
stant companion ever since he was born, and who is not 
seven years old till next July) to school, a full year be- 
fore it was necessary or proper. The doing this, I own, 
has damped my spirits more than was reasonable, though 
it was by his own desire ; and that I am persuaded he 
is well taken care of, both b)^ the master and his own 
brother, who is fond of him, and so would yOu be, if you 
knew him ; for he has more sense than aboVe half the 
world. The other b a fine boy, and grown very strong 
and healthy. I am much obliged to you for reproving 
me, that I did not tell you so before. I am in great 
hopes to live to see them both men ; therefore pray ad- 
vise me what to do with them after they have gone 
through the school ; for I imagine that just then is the 
most difficult part of their education. Mr. Locke, with 
whom I cannot help dibering ip some things, makes a 
full stop there ; and I never heard of any other that ever 
mentioned, or at least published, any helps for children 
at that time of life, which I apprehend to-be the most 
n^terial. 
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There is a good deal of loipertioeDce io filling two 
sides of psf^er about me and mine ; but I owo,^t present, 
mj whole thoughts are so much -employed on the latter, 
that I involuntarily think and talk of little else. To- 
morrow will be acted a new play of our friend Mr. 
Gay's ;* we stay on purpose now for that, and shall go 
OQ Thursday for Edinburgh, where the greatest good I 
can expect, or hope for, is a line from you. Mrs. Bar- 
ber has met with a good deal of trouble ; I have not seen 
her, I fancy, /or that reason ; but we shall leave our gui- 
neas for her with Mr. Pope, or my brother. I wish you. 
all health and prosperity. I will not wish you devoid 
of all trouble and vexatioc^ because I think a moderate 
share is k great encouragement to good spirits ; but may 
jou never meet with more than is absolutely necessary 
to be pleasant. 

Adieu, dear sir. If you will oblige me, you must do 
me the justice to believe I am your most faithful friend, 
Sic 



mOM MR. GRANT. 

VEKY REVEREND SIR, Londofi, Mavch 1 4, 1 733-4. 

Though I have been long an admirer of your wit 
and learning, I have not* less valued and esteemed your 
public spirit, and great a'fTection to your native country. 
These valuable ingredients in your character, persuade 
me to propose to you what I apprehend mdiy'be for 

• "The Distrcrt Wife;" which was acted at the theatre royal in Co- 
veot Garden, with indifierent success. Several years after, it was pub- 
BriiedbyAfitley; but no notice was taken in thetitleof its having ever 
been acted. "Achilles," an opera, by the same author, had been per- 
lbnDedtliewinterbefore,with some applause. N. 
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your eotiDtiy's benefit, and that jou will excuse my ta- 
king the liberty to do it. As good principles dispose 
yew, your real merit happily united with them, gives you 
weight and influence to promote the public good ; to 
which I am well assured your country owes not only 
the escaping many evils, but the establishment of many 
valuable articles for the increase of their wealth and 
strength. Though I am not a native of Ireland, I have 
always i*egarded it as so connected with this country, 
that the natives of both islands ought mutually to study 
and advance the advantage of each other.^ And it is in 
consequence of this principle, that I oflTer to your consi- 
deration, that your countrymen should heartily engage 
in and pursue the white herring add cod fishing. This 
is a branch of trade which Providence has given oppor- 
tunity to follow in both countries ; neither can they pre- 
judice one another, as there may be consumption for all 
that may be caught on both islands. There is nothing 
that would so effectually employ your poor, and prevent 
their going abroad, considering the great variety of 
trades necessary in this undertaking ; it would also in- 
crease the consumption of your home manufactures, and 
the balance of your foreign trade. 

The north and north-east parts of your island lie ex- 
ceeding well, botli for the cod and herring fishing, as will 
appear to you from their course, which is de8Ci^>ed in 
the enclosed pamphlet, if you take the trouble to look 
upon it ; but encouragements are necessary to fopport a 
new undertaking in its infancy, because they are always, 
at the b^eginning, liable to charges and inconvenieoc^ 
which discourage private adventurers, if not supported 
by the public. I have with great pleasure read, in the 
minutes of your parliament, of late years, several instan- 
ces of their zeal for their country's good, which inclioea 
me to believe they would readily receive and eoeonrage 
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fjL proposition of this nature, if properly introduced and 
recommended to them ; and I shall reckon it a par- 
ticular good fortune, if I could suggest what would 
be acceptable to you and them. I have been desirous 
to establish and improve this valuable branch of com- 
merce in Britain, for which reason I have applied my- 
self, to it several years last past, and examined it in all 
its shapes, from wh^uce I flatter myself to have acquired 
a thorough knowledge in the matter ; and I am, with other 
gentlemen, endeavouring to obtain the necessary encou- 
ragements for it l^ere ; but it being late before we moved 
in out application, and appearance of a short session, I 
am afraid we shall make little progress at this time. 
Not being sufficiently acquainted with your laws and 
constitutions, I cannot take updo me to say what may 
be proper encouragements in your country ; yet I may 
freely venture to assert one proposition, to which every 
one must assent, that it is the interest of any nation to 
grant premiums and bounties for the encouragement of 
any one branch of trade, which, in pra|)ortion to what 
is paid by the public, and when that is paid only to its 
own subjects, brings into the kingdom ten times the 
value. And I may, with equal safety, advance this 
other proposition, that no article of trade better deserves 
encouragement, from both Britain and Ireland, than the 
fishing does; or that might be made of so great conse- 
quence and general benefit to both : to which I believe 
I may add, that there is not any business more natural 
to either, or the establishment whereof would receive 
more universal approbation and applause. " 

These things, from my opinion of your . character, I 
thought I might take the liberty to trouble you with ; 
which I was the more readily induced to, as it furnish- 

VOL. XIX. D 
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ed mfr an opporduiitj of declMilg, th^t I sto, wit^ 
great esteeto, dr, 

Your moit dbedledt humble servAot, 

FRANCIS GRANT. 

F. Is. If jrou hftVe any coiftiAands for nfie, or that yoti 
think I ma^ be ady ways tiseful in e:Scplaining or 
ptooiotidg this sabjecty I shall i^itfa pleasure obej 
you ; in which case you Insly direct for rae, metchant, 
in London. 



TO FRANCIS GRANT, ESft. MERCHANT 

IN LONDON. 

SIR, Duhlixi, Mardi 23, 1733-4. 

I RETURN you liiy heai'ty thanks for your letter, and 
discourse upon the fishery ; you discover, in both, a true 
love of your country, and (excepting your civilities to 
me) a very good judgment, good wishes to this ruined 
kingdom, and a perfect knowledge in the subject you 
treat. But jou are more temperate than t, and conse- 
quently much wiser : for corruptions^ are apt to make 
me impadent, and give offence, which you prudently 
avoid. 

£ver since I began to think, I was enraged at the fol- 
ly of England, in suffering the Dutch to have ahnost 
the whole advantage of our €shery, just Under our 
noses. 

The last Lord Wemys told me, he was governor of a 
castle in Scotland near which the Dutch used to fish : he 
sent to them, in a civil manner, to desire they would send 
him some fish, which they brutishly refused ; whereup- 
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• #D he ordered three or four camion to be ^Kachai^d 
from the castle, (for their boats were Id reach of tlie 
chot;) aed, immediately, tfaej seat hhn more than lie 
waiited. 

The Dutch are like a knot of sharpers among a parcel 
of honest gentlemen, who think they understand plaj, 
and are bubbled of their monej. I lore them for the 
love they hkre to their country; which, however, is no 
virtue in them, because it is their private interest, which 
is directly contrary in £ngland. In the queen^s time, I 
did often press the Lord Treasurer Oxford, and others 
of the ministry, upon this very subject ; but ihe answer 
was, ^ We must not offend the Dutch ;" who, at that 
very time, were opposing us in all our steps toward a 
peace. I laughed to see the zeal that ministry had 
about the fishing at Newfoundland, (I think) while no 
care was taken against the Dutch fishing just at our 
doors. 

As to my native country, I happened indeed, by a 
perfect accident, to be bom here, my mother being left 
here from returning to her house at Leicester, and I 
was a year old before I was sent to England : and thus 
I am a Teague, or an Irishman, or what people please, 
' although the best |yart of my life was in England. 

What I did for this countiy was from perfect hatred 
of tyranny and oppression, for which I had a proclama- 
tion against me of 300/. which my old friend my Lord 
Carteret was forced to consent to, the very first or second 
night of his arrival hither. The crime was that of 
writing against a project of one Wood, an ironmonger, to 
coin 100,000i. in haltipence, not worth a sixth part of the 
money, which was laid before the people in so plain a 
foanoer, that they all refused it ; and so the nation was 
. preserved firom immediate ruin. 
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I have done some smaller services to this kiDgdoni, 
but I caD do no more. I have too many years upon me, 
and have too much sickiiess. I am out of favour at 
court, where I was well received, during two summery, 
six and seven years ago. The governing people here 
do not love me; For as con^pt as England is, it is a 
habitation of saints in comparison of Ireland. We are 
si — s, and kn — s, and fools ; and all, but bishops and 
people in employments, beggars. The cash of Ireland 
does not amoun^ to 200,000/.: the few honest roea 
among us are deadhearted, poor, and out of favour and 
power. 

I talked to two or three gentlemen of this house of 
commons, now sitting here ; and, mentioning your scheme, 
showed how very advantageous it would be to Ireland. 
They agreed with me; but said, that if such a thing 
were proposed, the members would all go out, as at a 
thing they had no concern in. 

. I believe the people of Lapland, or the Hottentots, 
are not so miserable a people as we ; for oppression, sup- 
ported by power, will infallibly introduce slavish prin- 
ciples. . I am afraid that, even in England, your propo- 
sal will come to nothing. There is not virtue enough 
left among mankind. If your scheme should pass into 
an act, it will become a job : your sanguine temper will 
cool : r s will be the only gainers. Party and fac- 
tion will intermingle, and defeat the mo«t essential parts 
of the whole design. Standing armies, in times of peace ; 
projects of excise, and bribing at elections, are all you 
are like to be employed in ; not forgetting septennial 
parliaments, directly against the old whig principles, 
which always have been mine. 

A gentleman of this kingdom, about three years ago, 
joined w ith some others in a fishery here, io the northera 
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parts: tbej advanced 200/. by way of trial : they got 
men firom Orkney to cure their fish, who understood it 
well. But the vulgar folks of Ireland are so lazy and 
so knavish, that it turned to no account, nor would any 
body join with them : and so the matter fell, and they 
lost two thirds of their meney. Oppressed beggai^ arc 
always knaves ; and, I believe, there hardly are any ' 
other among us. They had rather gain a shilling by 
knavery, than five pounds by honest dealing. They 
lost 30,000/. a year for ever in the time of the plague 
at Marseilfes, when tlie Spaniards would have bcught 
all their linen from Ireland : but tlie merchants and the 
weavers sent over such abominable linen, that it was all 
returned back, or sold for a fourth part of the value. 
This is our condition, which you may please to pity, 
but never can mend. I wish you good success with all 
my heart. I have always loved good projects, but 
have always found them to miscarry. I am, sir, with 
true esteem for your good intentions, 

Your most obedient servant. 

P. S. I would subscribe my name, if I had not a very 
bad one : so I leave you to guess it. If I can be of 
any service to you in this kingdom, I shall be glad 
you will employ me. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

» 

BEVERBND AND DEAR SIR, J/m7 12, 1734. 

I HAVE received yours of the 16th of February very 
lately ; but have not yet seen the person who brough t 
it, nor am likely to see him, unless he finds me out in 
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mj retreat. Our friend Pope k in iomn, uoA to bim I> 
send thk letter ; for be tells ne, be can forward it to you 
hj the bauds of one of our oomrooo firiends. If I am 
do Mr. Faulkner anj service, I sball certainly do it, 
because t sball catcb at any opportunity of pleasiog' 
you ; but ray belp, in a project of subscr^ioo; will, I 
fear, avail bim little. I live much out of tbe world, 
and I do not blush to own, that I am out'of fashion t» 
it My wife, who is extremely obliged to you, for your 
kind remembrance of her, and who desires me to say all 
tbe food things from her to you, which I know she 
thinks, enjoys a precarious health, easily shaken, and 
sometimes interrupted by fits of severe pain ; but, upon 
tbe whole, much better than it has been these five years. 
I walk down hill easily and leisurely enough, except 
when a strong disposition to the jaundice (that I have 
long carried about me) gives me a shove. I guard 
against it as well as I can ; the censors say, not as well 
as I might. Too sedentary a life hurts me, and yet I 
do not care to lead any other ; for sauntering about my 
grounds is not exercise. I say, I will be very active 
this summer, and I will try to keep my word.' Ridiog 
is your panacea ; and Bathurst is younger than his sous 
by observing the same regimen. If I can keep where* 
I am a few years longer, I shall be satisfied ; for I have 
something, and not much, to do before I die. I koow« 
by experience one cannot serve the present age. Aboiii 
posterity one may flatter one!s self, and I have a miod 
to write to the next age. Tou have seeo, I doubt not, 
the ethic epistles, and though they go a little Unto meta- 
phyncs, I penuade myself you both understand and 
approve them : the first book being finished, the others 
will soon follow ; for many of them are writ, or orayooed 
out. What are you doing? Good, I am sure. But 
of what kind ? Pray, Mr, Dean, be a little more cautious 
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ia yonr leeoniiKiidiitiofis. I took oar^, |i year ago, to 
reaoTO Bonie obstacles (bat migbt bave biodered tb^ 
suooen of one of your recommeiidatioo^ and I baye 
heartily repeated of H nnce. The fellow wants flBorab^ 
fuid, aa I bear, decenqr. sometimes. You have bad ac- 
eooDts, I presume, which will not leave you at a Ipss to 
gqesB whom I meaob Is there no hope left (^ seeiog 
you OD09 OKNre ib this idaod? I often wish myself out 
of It ; and I shall wish so much more^ if it is impossible 
^ voisimer (I know bo English word to say the saoie 
thiqg) with you. Adieu, dear sir ; no man living pre- 
serves a higher esteem, or ^ more warm and sincere 
fiiendsbip for you, than I do. 



FROM LORQ CABTEEST. 

SIB, Jenm/n Street^ Jpril 13, 1734. 

I hjld the honour of your letter, which gave me a 
considerable [Measure to see that I am not so nmch oi4 
of your thoughts, but that you can take notice of events 
that happen io my family. I need not say, that these 
alliances'^ ans veiy agreeable to roe ; but that they arie 
f» tP ny friends, adds much to the satisfacUoo I receive 
bom th(99. They certainly enable me to contract jfaj 
dmn^ wbicb ij» no inconsideirabie step towjird being 
bappy, A# to other things, I go on as well as I pan .: 
and BOW and then observe, that I have more fnends nof^ 
tbao I bad when I was in a situation to do them service* 
Tb^ m^y be a delusion : however, it is a pleasing one. 
Aad i hare more reason to believe a man, now I caii do 

* His li>rdship*s tbir^ daoghter, Qeoi^gioa-C^rolina, wsia a rnft^, 
F^. 14, 17334, to the hoooorable Joha Speocer. B« 
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him DO good, then I had when I could do him favour?, 
ivhich the greatest philosophers are sometimes tempted 
to solicit their frieuds about. I shall contioue to serve 
Mrs. Barber, by recommending her, as occasion shall 
offer, whefe it is necessary ; but you have done that so 
effectually, that nothing need be said to those to whom 
you.have said any thing in her behalf. I hope Dr. De- 
lany is, as he always used to be, cheerful id himself, and 
agreeable* to all that know him; and that he, by this 
time, IS convinced, that the world is not worthy of so 
much speculation as he has bestowed upon some matters. 
Lady Worsley, my wife, and daugliters, to whom I have 
shown your letter, not forgetting my mother, present 
their humble service to you. And I desire to recom- 
mend the whole family, as well as myself, to the continu* 
ance of your favour. I am, sir, with ihe greatest respect, 
your most humble and most obedient servant, 

CARTERET. 



TO MISS HOADLY. 

MADAM, Jt/ne 4, 1734. 

When I lived in England, once every year I isBued 
out an edict, commanding that all ladies of wit, sense, 
merit and quality, who had an ambition to be acquaint* 
ed with me, should make the first advances at their 
peril ; which edict, you may believe, was universally 
obeyed. When (much against my will) I came to live 
in this kingdom, I published the same edict ; only, the 
harvest here being not altogether so plentiful, I confin- 
ed myself to a smaller compass. This made me often 
wonder how you came so long to neglect your duty ; 
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for, if you pretend igooraoce, I may produce legal wit- 
Deases against jou. . 

I ha^e heard of a judge bribed with a pig, but it iras 
discovered by the squeaking ; and therefore, you have 
been so politic as to send me a dead one, which can tell 
no tales. Tour present of butter was made with the same 
design, as a known court practice, to grease my fist that 
I. might keep silence. These are great ofiences, contriv- 
ed on purpose to corrupt my integrity. And besides, I 
apprehend, that if I should wait on you to return my 
thanks, you will deny that the pig and butter were any 
advances at all on your side, and give out that I made 
them first; by which I may endanger the fundamental 
privilege that I have kept so many years in two king- 
doms, at least make it a point of controversy. However, 
I have two ways to be revenged : first, I will let all the 
ladies of my acquaintance know, that you, the sol6 
daughter and child of his vgrace of Diiblin, are so mean 
as to descend to understand housewifery; Mhich every 
girl of this town, who can afford sixpence a month for a 
chair, would scorn to be thought to have the least know- 
ledge in ; and this will give you as ill a reputation, as if 
you had been caught in the fact of reading a history, or 
handling a needle, or working in a field at Tallagh. My 
other revenge shall be this : when my lord's gentleman 
delivered his message, after I put him.spme questions, he 
drew out a paper containing your directions; and in your 
hand ; I said it properly belonged to me ; and, when i 
had read it, I put it in my pocket, and am ready to 
swear, when lawfully called, that it is written in a fair 
baod,^ rightly spelt, and good plain sense. You now may 
see I have you at mercy ; for, upon the least offence 
givejQ, I will show the paper to every female scrawler I 
meet, who will soon spread about the town, that your 

D 2 
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imting and jipeUiog are ungeoteel and unfasbioBa&fiv 
more like a parson than a lady. 

I suppose, by this time, 70U are wlllii^ to submit ;:• 
and, therefore, I desire you may stijit roe to two ebioa' 
bowls of batter a week.; for my breakfast is that of a 
mckly man, rice gruel; and I am wholly a stranger to* 
lea and «affee, the oompamoas of bread aod butter. I 
received my third bowl last pight, and X think my se- 
cond is almost entire, i hope and believe my l(Hrd arcb^ 
Ushop will teach his neighbouring tenants and farmers m 
little English country magagement : and I lay it upon- 
you, madam, to bring housewifery in fashion among out 
ladies; that, by your example, they may no lepger pride 
^emselves on their uaturalor affected ignorance. I am» 
with the truest respect and esteem, 

Madam, 

Your most obedient.and obliged, &c^ 

1 desire to present my most, &e. to his grace and- thr 
ladies^ 



FROM THE EI&HQP OF CLOGHER.* 

irit.DSAii, Cb)f fi«r; /tme 25, 1 734. 

I ulTK a letier of yours of a very long date, aixF 
HhoaM, it may be, out of good manners have aosweved i|^ 
long aioce ; but I thought it would be better to deli^ 
the aoswer I was then able to make, to eqr first prival9 
meeting, which I thought might be soon ; and for tbv 
aame reason that delayed roe then, I shall put off my 
defence UU1[ have the pleasure of hidf an hoor'^pnfKt 
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ooQversalioa with you, when I ihiok I shall be aUe i» 
dear m jsdf from the heavj chai]ge8 you bring agahut 
me; aod, therefore, not to take any ferdier Dotke of that 
letter, I shall, io answer to your last, which I rectiTed 
by last post, retoro yxwrny thaoks for your faa^iDg taken 
the same care about the sixty pounds, which at your re- 
quest I lent Joe Beaumont, whose dieumstaoces at thai 
time I was pretty much a stranger to, as you ba^e taken 
•hout the money you lent him on the same oeeasioD, and 
as this jriiall serve for a (ull discbaige of ail dewuidB I 
have on Joe's eceeution,* so I shall take H ae a fcyoon 
if you will take on you the trouble of dispmii^ of that 
sum of fiftyf pounds, as an augmentation to your own 
charitable fond, or to any other charitable use you shall 
judge proper, and that I desire may be without anj 
mention of my name. 

If you. desire an acquittance in any other ftmn, be 
pleased to draw one, and I will sign it I shaU be proud 
of a visi^ in this mountainous country, being, uotwitb- 
fltanding any coolness or misunderstanding that has hap* 
yened between us, as much as ever your affectionate 
friend and servant, 

;rOHN CLOGHEB. 



FROM LORD BOUNGBROSE. 

From msffnrm^ June 21, liZ40 

I mAVK you, Mr. Dean ; or, to use a name to ae 
jume sacred, I thank you, ray fnend, for your letter of 

9 Thii cjcm ii i oo wai asaiiut the hein or raprefoiitativei of Mr, 
JleMUMBt, who had died seyeral jeua befort the date of ^ l^j^U^ 
D.8. 

fAfMrfiaeshcforeitismi^poaiids. V. 

D 3 
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the 23d of Maj, which came to meiyy post. I answer 
it by the same coDvejaoce ; and provided the diligent 
inspection of private men's correspondence do not stop 
our letters, they have my leave to do, what they will do 
without it, to open and i*ead them. If they expect to 
find any thing which may do us hurt, or them good, 
their disappointment will give me pleasure, and in the 
proportion I shall imagine it gives thempain. I should 
have another pleasure, of higher relish, if our epistles 
were to be perused by persons of higher rank. And 
who knows, considering the mighty importance we are 
of, whether that may not happen ? How would these 
persons stare, to see such a thing as sincere cordial friend- 
ship subsist inviolate, and grow and strengthen from yeai 
to year, in spite of distance, absence, and mutual inu- 
tility I 

But enough on this. Let us turn to other subjects. 
I have read, in the golden verses of Pythagoras,. or ia 
some other collection of wis^ apophthegms of the ancients^ 
that a man of business may talk of philosophy, a ma« 
who has none may practise it. What do you think of 
tliis maxim ? Is it exact ? I have a strange distrust rf 
maxims.' We make as many observations as our time, 
our knowledge, and the other means we have, give us 
the opportunity of making on a physical matter. We 
find that they all correspond, and that one general pro- 
» position may be affirmed as the result of th^. This we 
affirm, and in consequence, this becomes a maxim among 
our followers, if we have any. Thus the kiqg of Siam 
affirmed, that water was always in a fluid state; jiod I 
doubt not but the talapoins (do they not call them so ?) 
held this maxim. Neither he, or they, had ever climbed 
the neighbouring mountains of Ava ; their observations 
were confined to the burning climate they inhabited. It 
is much the same in moral maxims, founded on obserya- 
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tious of the coDclact of men ; for there are other moral 
maxims of aoiversal truth, as there are moral duties of 
eternal obligatioo. We see what the conduct is, and we 
guess what the motives are, of great numbers of men; 
but (hen we see often at too great a distance, or through 
a fauUj medium ; we guess with much uncertainty from 
a thousand reasons concerning a thing as various, as 
changing, as inconsistent as the heart of man. And €yen 
when we see right, and guess right, we build our maxims 
on a small number of observations (for such thej are 
comparatively, how numerous soever they may be, taken 
by themselves) which our own age and our own country 
chiefly have presented to us. 

Tou and I have known one man in particular, who 
affected business he often hindered, and nevdr did ;. who 
had the honour among some, and the blame among others, 
of bringing about great revolutions in his own country, 
and in the general affairs of £urope ; and who was, at 
the same time, tlie idlest creature living ; who was never 
more copious than in expressing, when that was the theme 
of the day, his indifference to power, and his contempt 
of what we call honours, such as titles, ribands, &c. who 
shoold, to have beeif consistent, have had this indiffe- 
rence, and have felt this contempt, since he knei» neither 
Jiow to use power, nor how to wear honours, and yet 
who was jealous of one, and fond of the other, even to 
ridicule. . This character seems singular enough, and yet 
I have known some resembling it very much in general, 
and many exactly like it in the strongest marks it 
bone. 

Now let us suppose, that some Rochefoucault or other, 
some anthroponomical sag^ should discover a multitude 
of similar instances, and not stumble upon any one re- 
pognant ; you and I should not, however, receive, for a 
that he who affects businessi never does i( : oflyr 



H LETTER^ TO AND FjROM 

Urn, thai be who brMJgi about great revolutions, is al« 
yfixyf^ idle : nor this, tb^t be wfap expresses iodjfiei'eace 
tp power, and centeBupt of booourS) is jealous of oae, ai^d 
fopd of the other. 

Proceed we oow« dear doctor^ to tbe application. A 
wan in busiqess, and a waa who is oi^t of it, mf^y equaU 
ly talk of philosophy ; that is certain. . The question is» 
wbiBtber the man in business may npt practisje it, as weH 
10. the n)an out of bunoess? I think he may, in this 
isnse, as easily ; but sure.! ani, he m^y, in this sense, ;aa 
ttse&dly. If we look into the world, our part of it I 
qiaan, we shall find, I beUueye, few pbilospphers in busi- 
nefis, or out of business. The greatest part of the men I 
have seen in business, perhaps all pf tb(^m, have beep so 
far from acting on philosophical principle?, that is, on 
picUiciples of reason and virtue, that ibey have oot acted 
^ven on the hi^iest principles of vice. I have ppt knowo 
H man of real ambition ; a man who sacrificed all his pas- 
-laoQS, or made them all subservient to that one ; but J 
have known many, whose vanity and whose avarice 
mimicked ambition. The greatest part of the men I 
have seen out of bwriness, have been so for from practis*- 
iflg philosophy, that they have lived in the world arrant 
triflers ; or retiring from it, have fallen into stupid indo- 
lence, and deserved such an inscriptioQ as ^eneca meor 
tioos, in i»ne of his letters to Luciliiut, to have been put 
over the door of one Vattia, ^ Hie sUus ist FaitiaJ*^ 
Put, for all this, I think that a man in business may prac- 
lise philoaophy as austerely to himself and more bene- 
ficially to mankind, than a man out of it The staickg 
jrere an afifected, pedaittical sect; but Ifaave always ap- 
proved that rule of the fartiqut, that a pbilosoj^r was 
Bot to exempt himself frcm the duties of society, neither 
ID the community to which he particularly belonged, nor 
liithape«tfamniuntyafmaiikiad, Memcius^ and hia 
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■aster Confiieiai, were ftraoge metaphysidaofl^ but tb^ > 
woe good moralists, aod tbey dirided their doctrioes 
lato tinree parts; the duties of a maa, as ao ioittvkhial, 
as a member of a family, and as a member of a state. In 
slM>rt,a maD may be, many mea have been, and some, I 
Mieve, are philosophers io bueiaess; he tliat can be 8(> 
out of it, can be so io it. 

But it is impossible to taU( so much of philesephy, 
jod linrget to speak of Pope. He is actually ramUifig 
feom ooe triend's bouse Io aoother. He is bow* at 
Chreocester; iie came thither from my Lord Cobham's'; 
lie came to my Lord Cobham's from Mr. Dormei^s; to 
Mr. Dormer's from Loodoo ; to Loedon from CbiswidL^f 
€o CSiiswick from my farm; to my farm from his owd 
gardeo ; aod he goes soon from Lord Bathurst's to Lord 
Peteri)orow's ; after which, he returns to my farm agaia 
The demon of verse sticks close to him. He has be<te 
imitating the satire of Horace, which begins Jm6utetrtik 
rum eoUegia pharmacopday Sie. and has chosen rather 
to weaken the images, than to hurt chaste ears over^ 
much. He has sent it rae ; but I shall keep his secret 
as he desires, and shall not, I think, return him the co> 
py ; for the rogue has fixed a ridicule upon rae, which 
«ome events of my life would seem perhaps to justify 
fcim io doing. I am glad yoa approve his moral essayst* 
They will do more good than the semoos and writiB|;» 
^some, who had a nnnd to find great fiSttlt widi tbem» 
Aod if the doetriaes tauglit, hinted at, and iaiplied'lift 
Aeoi, aad the trains of conseipieaces dcducMe firdm 
those doctrines were to be diqwited Io {Nrose, I Mwk he 
^ouM have no reason to apprebeod either the freethiiftp 
era on one hand, or tlie narrow dogmatists <m the otbte; 
^Some few things may be expressed a little hardly ; Imt 
iK«e are, I believe, oidatd^glble. I will let hhn know 
fvorcompialali of Mailkier: ^iM I wmtdmM ttie 



88 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

more, because he has often spoke, in such a manner, as 
. made me conclude you heard from him pretty, regularly. 
Your compliments shall be paid likewise to the other 
friends you nqention. 

Toil complain if the vast alteration vhich the last 
seven years have made in you ; and do you believe, that 
they have not made proportionable alterations in us ? 
Satisfy yourself thoy have. We all go the same road, 
and keep much the same stages. Let this consideration, 
therefore, not hinder you from coming among us. Tou 
shall ride, walk, trifle, meddle, chide, and be as ill-bred 
as you please ; and the indulgence, you receive on these 
heads you shall return on these or others. Adieu. 

I will speak to you about books next time I write, if 
I can recollect what I intended to say upon a passage 
in your letter ; or if any thing else, worth saying, comes 
jiuto my head. Adieu, my friend. 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 



Dover Street, Aug. 8,^1734. 

GOOD MR.' DEAN, 

It is now so long since I have troubled you with a 
letter, that J am almost quite ashamed to do it now ; but 
the truth 'of the case is this, I cannot be longer easy any 
farther to defer my making my due acknowledgments to 
you in the best manner I can, for the many kind remem- 
braM/es I have received from under your own hand, 
and your obliging notice of me in your letters to Mr. 
Pope, Slc, It was an extreme great pleasure to me to 
iind that I still maintained a share in your thoughts, that 
I was still worthy to receive your commands; I d|d my 
best, I did all that lay in my power to obey them ^ I wish 
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there had been better success^ I assure you thia, that 
ther6 is oo person (I speak without excepting one) whose 
commands I would more readily obey than your's-; I 
hope you will be so good as to indulge me, and makft 
use of your power often ; I value myself not a little upon 
this score, -and you see here how easy it is for you to 
make one happy, which is more than can be said of—-—. 
I shall now take the libeity to talk to you a little upon 
family affairs ; and my encouragement to do it proceeds 
from this, that ever since I have been so fortunate to be 
acquainted with you, you have in the kindest manner 
always taken a part in whatever fortune befel me or my 
family. 

Indulge therefore the fondness of a father, to detain 
you so long^ as to give a sincere friend some account of 
the completing a great work, the disposal of an only 
daughter in marriage, and in these times. 
- The whole affair was conducted with as much care 
and consideration as we were capable of : when we look- 
ed over aad woi^ho«l the many offers that had been pro- 
posed to us, and what sort of creatures they were com- 
posed of, this person we have now chosen had the fair- 
est and most unexceptionable character, and as his com- 
position is the most unlike the generality of the young 
gentlemen of this age, which you will think was no small 
ingredient toward our approbation bf him; as I hope, 
and long much to see you in England, I believe when 
you see the duke'*'' you will be pleased with him, and 
you will not disapprove of our choice ; as he is free 
from the prevaililtg qualifications of the present set of 
young people of qtiality, such as gaming, sharping, pil- 
fering, lying, &c. &c. so, on the contrary, he is endowed 
with qualifications they are strangers to ; such as juq- 

* William Bentiock, the second dake of Portland. D. S« 
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ticf, honoiir, exceHeot temper, bodi of mio^ aod bod^, 
iriE4)ilit7, liFiiig well with his owa fiuiiily; and the 
naDoer io whieh h^ proposed himself was what became 
m geotlemao and a mau of honour. Thus you see I haye 
given jott a long account of this afiaur« and the reasons 
which induced us to consent to this match. I flatten 
qiyjelf that you will not be displeased with the account 
I have given you of the geptlems^n to whom we have 
given our daughter. 

My wife and my daughter desire your acceptance of 
their bumble service, with many wishes for th^ eigoy- 
meot of your health, apd would b^ very gl$id tp see you 
over here. 

Mr. Pope has been upon the ramble above these two 

H&OQtbs : he is now with mj hosi PeterboTQW q9#f 

Southampton, where be proposes to f^i^j some tip^ 

Tlus morning died /Willis, bishop pf Winchester ; imm} 

. is to be succ^ded by Re^dlf} and fsprtb^ I cppDOt 

sjiy- 

Pray, has Mr. Jebb**^ got Asy pr ft f « pm i«t 9 I wiif 
very glad to bev that he hM a shar9 ip your good opi- 
nion : I hope he has done nothing to forfeit it. What 
has prevented Mr. Faulkner from sending over your 
works ?t he promised to send them over the egd pf lasi 
May at the farthest^ I am, with true ifgard and 
esteem, sir, your most obliged and moet^&itbfiil humble 
servant, 

OXFORD* 

* An English clergyman, who apon after the date of this letter g&f 
v&ry good preferment in the chofch of Ireland. In the year ITBS^ 
lie was prebendary of Ohriat church, Dublin, and rector of St. Th<h 
pttfiotlieEast D. S. 

f These were the first four volumes in octavo, which were setaaDy 
revised and corrected by Swift himself, as indeed were afterward the 
two subsequent volumes, printed by Faylkner in t^ ye^r ITSS. D. 8. 



IKKITOJR SWIFT. 91 



FBOM UUDT HOWTH. 

Ei^Ofie^ near KHIkamy^ 
fiB, ' Aug. 15, 1734 

To fiiem jwl bow much I covet your correBpond* 
caM^ I would not eveo give nijself tine to rest ; for 
gratitude oUiges me to retura you thanks for all your 
fiivonr^ la particular your last, which ^ite cured me 
of oiy cokL I caq as yet ^ve you no accouot of this 
couiitiy, but that I have beeo mightily bunried, settling 
my little family. We all got safe here on Monday 
ingbC ; and this day was the lair of Bennet's Bridge, 
where I had two gentlemen on purpose to look out for 
a fad for you, but there was not one to be got ; but if 
tbere be any such thing to be had as a good trotter, 
mcb a one as I know you like, I will have it I do 
not know whether you will be as free in writing as you 
are io speaking ; but I am sure, were I at your elbow 
wheni you read this, you would bid me go to a vritiog 
adM^ and a spelling book. My lord joins me io beg- 
ging you will accept of our best wishes ; aiid hope you 
will believe me to be, what I really am, your affection- 
ate friend and humble servant, 

LUCY HOWTH. 



FROM DR. SHERIDAN. 

wmM IttAH, Jug. 16^ 1734. 

A UTThE before I go to Dublin I intend to kill a 
bock, add send you some of it Mr. Hamilton has pro- 
ansed ase that favour. He has the best and fattest 
vapiiDO I ever tasted : and the finest boat, and the finest 
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situation, and the finest house, .and the finest hall, and 
the finest wife and children, and the finest way of living 
I ever met . You live in Dublin among a parcel of 
rabble ; I live at Castle Hamilton among gentlemen 
and ladies : you live upon chafied mutton, I live upon 
venison : you drink benicarlo wine, I drink right French 
margose : you hear nothiog but noise : with ravishing 
music my ears are delighted. If you were here you 
would never go back again. I fancy that I never shall ; 
and that I shall be able soon to keep my coach,- and 
bring you down into this elysium, which is both my 
taste and my choice. 

Fouvoir choisir, et choisir le meilleur, ce sont deux 
avantages qu'a le bon gotit. CW done up des plus 
grands dohs du ciel d'etre n6 homme de bon choix. 
And to give you a sample of my good choice, I choose 
to end with this French maxim, having no more to 
write, but my love to my mistress, and service to all 
friends.' 

I am yours to the day of judgment, 

.THOMAS SHERIDAN. 



TO THE DUKE OF CHANDOS. 

MY LORD, Aug! 31^ 1734. 

Although I have long had the honour to be an hum- 
ble servant to your grace, yet I do not remember to have 
ever wntten you a letter, at least since her majesty's 
death. For this reason, your grace will reasonably 
wonder to find a man wholly forgotten begin a commerce 
by making a request. For which I can offer no other 
excuse, than that frequent application has been made to 
me, by many learned and worthy persons of this city and 
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kiDgdom ; ivho, having heard that I was not unknown 
to you, seldom failed any oj^rtunitj of pressing me to 
solicit your grace, of whose generous nature fame has 
well informed them, to make a present of those ancient 
records, in paper or parchment, which relate to this 
kingdom, that were formerly collected, as we have heard, 
by the late earl of Clarendon, during his government 
here, and are now in your grace's possession. They 
can be of no use in England, and the sight of them wiU 
be of little value to foreign virtuosi ; and thej naturally 
belong to this poor kingdom. I could wish they were 
of great intrinsic value, so as to be sold on the Exchange 
for a thousand pounds, because you would then part with 
them at the first hint, merely to gratify your darling 
pasoon of generosity and munificence : and yet, since 
they are only valuable in the place of their birth, like 
the rest of our natives, I hope you will be prevailed on 
to part with them, at the humble request of many very 
deserving persons in this city and- university. In re turn 
for which bounty, the memory of it shall be preserved 
in that honourable manner, which so generous a patron, 
of learning as your grace will be certainly pleased with. 
And at their request alone, I desire your compliance, 
without the least mention of myself as any way instru- 
mental. 

I entreat your grace's pardon for this interruption, 
and remain, with the greatest respect, my lord. 

Tour grace's, &c. 
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FROM MRS. PENDARVES. 

SIR, LiiOe Brook Streei^ Sepi. 0, 1734. 

I turn yoar ofMnr«8p<Mideik:e is like 4be ddgiog of the 
fiigfatkigale ; no bird dngs so sweetif , bat the pleMnre 
is quiekly past, % month or two of bumoiif , luAd tbeii 
we loseit till next spring : I wish jonr fiiTeim tatey as 
certdoty return. I aw, at this time, not only deprived 
of jour letters, imt of all other means of inquiring after 
your health ; your friends and my correspondents being 
dispersed to their summer quarters, and know as Ottk of 
you as I do. I have not forgot one mortifying article 
oti this OGCflnon ; and if your design in negleeting me 
Was to humble me, it has taken effect : could I find' out 
the means of being revenged, I would certainly put it 
in execution ; but I have only the malice of an incensed 
neglected woman, without the power of returning it 
The last letter I writ to you was from Gloucester, about 
a twelvemonth ago ; after that I went to Long Lear to 
my Lady Weymouth ; came to town in January, where 
I have remained ever since, except a few weeks I spent 
at Sir John Stanley '6 at Northend, the Deli^De of tfab 
part rf the world. I hope Naboth's vineyard flourish- 
es : it always has my good wishes, though I am not near 
enough to partake of its ftuits. The town is now 
empty, and, by most people, called dull ; to me it is jost 
agreeable, for I have most of my particular friends in 
town, and my superfluous acquaintance I^an very well 
spare. My Lord Carteret is at Hawnes: my Lady 
Carteret is in town, nursing my Lady Dysart, who is 
brought to bed of a very tine son, and in hopes of my 
Lady Weymouth's being soon under the same eircoiH 
stance. I have not seen my Lord Bathurst since I was 
at his house in Gloucestershire ; that is t mischief I be- 
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li€ire 7<m haye produced ; for as long; as I coald entei^ 
laid bitn irith an accmiot of bis friend the dean, he Was 
glad to see me ; hot lately ire hare been great strangers. 
Mrs. Donoelltul sometimes talks of making a wioter^s 
Tidt (o Dublin, and has Tanity enough to think you are 
one of those that will treat her kindly : her loss to mt 
lirill be irreparaUe, beside the mortification it will be to 
ikfe (o have her go to a place where I should so gladly- 
accompany her. I know she will be just, and tell the 
reasons why I could not, this year, take such a progress. 
After ha?ing forced myself into your company, it will 
be impertinent to make you a longer visit, and destroy 
the intention of it ; which was only to assure you of my. 
being, sir, your most faithful, and obliged humble ser- 
vant, . 

M. PEITOARVES. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Sept. 15, 1734. 

I HAVE ever thought you as sensible as any man I 
knew, of all the delicacies of friendship ; and yet I fear 
(from what Lord B. tells me you said in your last letter) 
that you did not quite understand the reason of my late 
dUence. I assure yon it proceeded wholly from the ten- 
der kindness I bear you. When the heart is fiill, it is 
tm^iy at all words that cannot come up to it ; and you 
•re DOW the man in all the world I am most troubled to 
write fo, for you are the friend I have left whom I am 
jnaoBt grieved about Death has not done worse to me 
Id aeparadng poor Gay, or any other, than disease and 
iJ a cnce in dividing us. I am afraid to know how you 
do^ rfnce most amounts I have give me pain for yon, and 
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I am unwilliog to tell you the coaditioo i»f 1117 own 
health. If it were good, I would see 70U ; and yet if 
I found you in that very coodition of deafness, ^whieh 
made you fly from us while we were together, what 
comfort could we derive from it ? In writing often I 
should find great relief, could we write freely ; and yet, 
when I have done so, you seem by not answering 10 a 
very. long time, to feel either the same uneasiness I do^ 
or to al^tain from some prudential reason. Yet I am 
sure, nothing that you and I would say to «ach other, 
(though our whole souls were to be laid open to the 
clerks of the post-office) could hurt either of us so much, 
in the opinion of any honest man or good subject, as the 
intervening, officious impertinence of those goers be- 
tween us, who in England pretend to intimacies with 
you, and in Ireland to intimacies with me. I cannot 
but receive any that call upon me in your name, and in 
truth they take it in vain too often. I take h\\ oppor- 
tunities of justifying ydu against these friends, especial- 
ly those who know all you think and write, and repeat 
your slighter verses. It is generally on such little scraps 
that witlings feed ; and it is hard the world should 
judge of our housekeeping from what we fling out to the 
dogs ; yet this is often the consequence. But they treat 
you still worse, mix their own with yours, priot them to 
get money, and lay them at your door. This I am sa- 
tisfied was the case in the Epistle to a Lady; it was just 
the same hand (if I have any judgment in style) which 
printed your Life and Character before, -which you so 
strongly disavowed in your letters to Lord Carteret, 
myself, and others. I was very well informed of jmotliei 
fact which convinced me yet more,- the same person 
who gave this to be printed, offered to a bookseller a 
piece in prose of yours, as commissioned by you, which 
has since appeared and been owned to be his own. I 
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"llHpk (I say once more) that I know your band, though 
jou did not mioe- iu the Eseaj od Mao. I beg your 
pardon for not tetliog you, as I should, had you been in 
England : but/io secret can cross your Irish Sea, and 
every clerk in the post-office had known it. I faiicy, 
tiMmgb you lost sight of me in the first of those essays, 
you saw me in the second. The design of concealiog 
teyself was good, and had its fuH effect : I was thought 
a divine, a philosopher, and what not ? and my doctrine 
bad a sanction I could not bave given to it. Whether 
1 can proceed in the same grave march like Lucretius, 
or must descend to the gayeties of Horace, I know not, 
or whether I can do icither ; but be the future as it will, 
I «]iall "collect all tbe past in one fair quarto this winter, 
and send it you, where you will find frequent mention of 
yourself. I wag glad you suffered your writings to be 
xxulected more completely than bilherto, in the volumes 
I daily expect frotn Ireland ; I wish it had been in more 
pomp, but that will be done by others : yours are beau- 
ties, that t^an never be too finely dressed, for they will 
ever be young. I have only one piece of mercy to beg 
of you; do not laugh at my gravity, but permit me to 
wear the beard of a philosopher, till I pull it off, and 
make a jest of it myself. It is just wbat my ^rd Bo- 
lingbroke is doing with metaphysics. I hope, you will 
live to see,^ and stare at the learned figure he will make, 
on the same shelf with Locke and Malbranche. 

You see how I talk to you (for this is not writing) if 
you like I should do so, why not tell me so ? if it be 
the least pleasure to you, I will write once a week most 
gladly : but can you abstract the letters from the person 
who writes them, so far, as not to feel more yexatioq in 

* After reading this passage, can it be beliered, that Pope did not 
icnow the real principles of Bolingbroke? Dr. Wastok. 

VOL. XIX. k 
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the thought of our septiratioo, and those misfortaHes 
ivhkh occasioD k, than Batisfactioo io the nothiogs he 
can express ? If you caD, really and from my heart, I 
cannot. I return agsdn to melancholy. iPray however 
tell me, is it a satisfaction ? tbat will make it one to me : 
and we will think alike, as friends ought, and you shaU 
hear from me punctually just when you will. 

POSTSCRIPT BY LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Our friend, who is just returned from a progress of 
three months, and is setting out in three days with me 
for the Bath, where he will stay till toward the middle 
of October, left this letter with me yesterday, and i can- 
not seal and despatch it till I have scribbled the re* 
mainder of this page full. Ile^talks very pompously of 
my metaphysics, and places them in a very honourable 
station. It is true I have writ six letters and a half to 
him on subjects of that kind, and I propose a letter and 
a half more, which would swell the whole up to a con- 
siderable volume. But he thinks me fonder of the name- 
of an author than I am. When he and you, and one or 
two other friends have seen them, satis magrmm theeUrum 
miki estis^ I shall not have the itch of making them more 
public. I know how little regard you pay to writings 
of this kind : but I imagine that if you can like any 
such, it must be those that strip metaphysics of all their 
bombast, keep within the sight of every well constituted 
eye, and never bewilder themselves while they pretend 
to guide the reason of others. I writ to you a long let- 
ter some time a^o, and sent it by the post. Did it come 
to^your hands ? or did the inspectors of private conres* 
pondence stop it, to revenge themselves of the ill said of 
them in it? vale et me ama. 

BOLIJ^GBROK£. 
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PICKLE HERRmO TO MR. FAULKNER.* 

Abb not you the rascal, that makes so free with tny 
fiMnfly ? — ^Had you ooce recollected that, graceieas and 
despised as he is, that same seijeant Kiie| was my bro- 
ther, and, however marred in the making, was bom to 
be as great a maa as myself: had you thought with 
what yengeaoce a man io my high station cao espouse 
any ooe's quarrel, and especially that of a sinking bro- 

tiier, durst you presume to run these lengths ? Mark 

what I am going to say; bitter is the sorrow, hot, sour 
and cutting is the sauce you are to taste after your mer- 
ry conceitB on my poor brother ; and what mortal cau 
expect better, that meddles with the very worst of the 
fiauDily of the Pickles ? Recollect at last and trem- 
ble ! whom hast thou offended and stirred up to wrat)i« 

thou little pitiful swad ? More would I say to thee, 

but that I take thee right, I look upon thee only as the 
foul pipe through which the filth and nastiness of (he 
whole nation is squirted in the teeth of my unfortunate 
brother, the unlucky graceleis dog, that has brought all 

thboB himself; but alas, ray brother ! But however 

provided, are your scribbling spitfires never to be satis* 
fied ? one should think, that by thb time, if the poor 
^soul had not enough, they certainly had ! Is it not suf- 
ficient for them to see a man of learning and law, a mau 
of singular inimitable eloquence, a man of unparalleled 
graceful action, a man of unspeakable, inconceivable 
truth, justice and sincerity, exemplary religion, strict 

* Endoined by Dr. Swift, ** An e^elleot droll paper.'* F. 

f This humorous letter^ although addressed to Mr. Faulkner, wad 
Dltimatdy designed for the entertainment of Dr. Swift. F. 

X Betteswortb, seijeant at law, whose character is well kcorn for 
the assault he made upon Dr. Swifl in the year 1733, was frequertf^y 
pcnemtcA by the yoang poets under the name of seijeant Kitfe. R* 
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virtue, nice honour, and sterliug worth, ia general p&9t 
findiog out ? I say, is it not sufficient to see f, luminary 
like this now shining in iqeridian lustre, but anon set for 
ever in a puddly cloud ? Is it not sufficient to see him 
80 unmasked and stigmatized, that he can be no longer, 
a tool even for a court sharper, and (what's worst of all 
for him) no longer to be in pay with them ? Is it net 
suiTicient to see his poor skull (God help H !) incurably 
bumped and bulged by that damnable bounce of his 
against the pulpit cornish ? Is it not sufficient to see 
-jrith what pain and shame he wriggles along by that 
confounded splinter of the bar, he lately got thrust into 

his a , and which has left him a running sore to his 

« dying day ? Is it not sufficient to see him, all the last 
term, walk about in merry sadness, an idle spectator in 
the courts, where he was not retained even for his most 

noted talent of dirt ffinger ? O you swams of green 

counsels and attorneys, I wonder not to see you posted 
about Idler's Corner,''^- looking sharp, as dinnerless men, 
ibr a lucky pop on a client ; but why, oh ! why, should 
ibis ever be the case of my hapless brother ? O fortune, 

fortune, cruel are thy sports ! Is it not sufficient to 

see him doubly tormented in putting a good countenance 
on treatment, which is inwardly gnawing and consuming 
him ? in which state his who!e comfort is, that for half 
a score years at least, bis conscience could never upbraid 

him: O the comfort of an easy conscience! Is it 

not sufficient to see him at Ballyspellin, and every 
where he goes, the common butt of gibe, wink, and tit- 
ter ? Is it not sufficient, that after what has been flying 
about since he left it, he knows not how to show his 
face in town, nor how to sftind the infinite mortifications 
he is to meet with thb winter ? Is it not sufficient, that 

. * idler'fl Corner is a bookseUer^s shop, the corner of HiglMtreet 
aniH Christ Church lane, Dublin, near the four courte. F. 
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as Ms case staods, il is the seijeaot against all the world, 
and all the urorld against the serjeant ? wretched ease, 
when a creature has not eren the cheap relief of com- 
nuMD pit7 ! And is not all this sufficient? No, the Tint- 
lent crew tell me, that as long as the terrible ttimonr iu 
hfs breast continues hard, the caustic and corrosives 
mustr be plied, .and that none, but injudicious quacks, 
would talk of emollients and lenitives, until some at 
least of the corrupt and fetid natter is discharged. In 
short, they tell me^ that as long as the cause remains, 
and the world likes the operations, the cure must go on 
the same way ! Well, go on je scoundrels, go on ! and 
make him as wretched and contemptible as you can 1 
and when 70U have done your worst, I will make a pro- 
yidoo for him that shall alarm you all; shall make 
some burst with envy, and others to look on him with a 
merry face, whom they so long beheld with hatred and 
derision- 

To keep neither hfn^ nor the world longer in sus*- 
pense, know ye, that I will take him hone to myself, 
and after a little of ray tutoring, not a turn in his intel- 
lects, esfHressibii, or action (which now are subject of sa- 
tire) that shaH not soon become matter of Idgh pan^y- 
ric. O ye dogs you, I will set him over all your heads ! 
I will advance him to d place of performance,, which ho 
was bom for, and which (however he thought of it all 
the while) he was not ill hied to : and there he is sure 
to meet with the honour and applause he might in vaio 
expect on any other stage. 

As for your part, little peri whipper-snapper, Faulk- 
ner, is it base fear, or is it unsufferable vanity in yoi^ 
to^ talk of correction from the hands of my brother ? 
Had you been any thing above the sorry remnant of a 
man, you might perhaps come in for the honour of a 
gentle droMnng; but a little rascal, that has already 
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one leg in the grave, what satisfactioQ or credit voiiM 
it be to him to beat thee abomiDablj, or eyen slay thee 
out right ? Ko, but sirba, if our brother. Doctor An* 

thony,* were alive, rot you, in spite of your raacal- 

]y Keven bail, and your scribbliog janissaries, he should 
set up his wheel just before your door, aikl on his pole, 
thrust up your fundament, be should twirl yoa about 
till your braip tumbled down into the hollow of your 
wooden i^n bone, aud till all the bones in your Ma 
rattled aud snapped like plpestoppers in a bladder. 
Take that from your sworn and mortal enemy, 

HCKL^ HERRING. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

HampsUad^ Oct. 4, 1734. 

HT DEAR JkKD WORTHY VRIEND, 

Tou have no reason to put me among the rest of 
your forgetful friends ; for I wrote two long letters to 
you, to which I never received one word of answer* 
The first was about your health ; the last I sent a great 
while ago, by one de la Mar. I can assure you, with 
great truth, that none of your friends or acquauitaoct 
has a more warm heart toward you than myself. I tm 
going out of tliit troublesome world ; and you, arnon^ 
the rest of my friends^ shall have my last prayers and 
good wishes. 

The young man whom you recommended, came to 

* A whimsical kind of man, who had abundiDce ef low hnmour, 
and frequentFj used to entertain the schoolboys and populace with 
his harangues and pleasantry, mounted upon a ladder in some cor- 
ner of a street. He died about eight or ten yearf before the data tf 
this letter. F. 
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iim place, and I pfoflrised to do Inai what semoe my 
ill iUte of health would permit I e$me out to this 
place so reduced by a dropsy and ao asthma, that I 
ooold neither sleep, breathe, eat, or move. I roost ear- 
ucsCljr deored and bagged of God, that he would take 
mok Cootriary to mj expectatioo, upoo venturiog to 
jride (wliich I had forftNmie for some years, liecause of 
Moody water) I recovered my strength o a pretty con- 
nderable degree, slept, aod bad nly stomach agaio ; tmt 
•I expect the return of my symptoms upon my return to 
liOndoo, aod the return of the winter. I am not in cir- 
cmnstances to Hve an idle country life ; and no mao, at 
my age, ever recovered of such a disease, farther than 
by an abatement of the sjmptoms. What I did, I can 
assure you, was not for life, but ease. For I am, at 
present, in the ease of a man that was almost in har- 
bour, and then blown back to sea ; . who has a reasona- 
ble hope of going to a good place, and an absolute cer- 
tainty of leaving a very bad one. Not that I have any 
particular disgust at the world ; for I have at great 
comfort in my own (amily, and from the kindness of my 
friends, as any man ; but the world, in the main, dis* 
pleas^ me ; and I have too true a presentiment of car 
lamities that are likely to befal my country. However, 
if I should have the hapinoess to see you befnre I die, 
you will find that I enjoy the comforts of life with my 
usual clieerfulness. I cannot imagine why you are 
frighted from a journey to England. The reasons you 
assign are not sufficient ; the journey, I am sure, would 
do you good. In general, I recommend riding, of which 
I have always had a good opinion, and can now con* 
firm it from my own experience. 

My family give you their love and service. The 
great loss I sustained in one of them, gave me my first 
shock ; aod-the trouble I have with the rest, to bring 



104 . LETTERS Ttt AND FROIVI 

them to a right temper, to bear the Iwss of a father^ who, 
loves them, and whom they love, is really a most sensi- 
ble affliction to me. I am afraid, my dear friend, ire 
shall never see one ai^other more iu this world. I shaU, 
to the last moment,^ preserve my Ime and- esteem for 
you, being well assured you will! never leave the paths 
of virtue and honour ; for all that is in this world is not 
worth the least deviation from that way. It will be 
great pleasure to me to hear from you sometimes ; for 
Bone can be with more sincerity than I am, my dear 
friend, your most fiadthful friend, and humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM SIR WILLIAM FOWNES.f 

From wy Observatory in the 
jUB, Pqrtiament'bausey Oct. IBy 1734. 

There are a sort of gentleR^en, who, after great la-, 
boor and cost, have at last found out, that two dishes of 
meat will not cost half so much as Gve or six, and yet 
answer tbeiend of filling the belKes of as many as usually 
fed upon the five or six. 

I have considered that a like sort of reduction in other- 
articles, may have the like proportioo of good eflfect : tf 
for instance, when any one bespeaks a pair of shoes, a. 
pair of stockings, or a pair of gloves, they should bespeak 
a pair and a half of each, and make use. of these turn 
about : I am very confident they will knswer the end of 
two pair; by which good management a quarter part oC 
the expense in those articles may be saved. Perhaps it, 

« Dr. Arbitthnot died in Mardi, 1734-5. H. 
t Eodoncd, " A hnaioraui pn^ect.'* D..?. 
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nay be objected, that this is a filing of trade: to 
vbkh I aoswec, that when the maken <^ those sorts of 
ware shall reduce their rates a quarter part (instead of 
eohanciqg theoi, as has^been done ia some late jearsua- 
reasooably) aiud now ought to be reduced accordiug.to 
the rates of wool and leathep; 

Then it may be reasonable to bespeak two pair instead 
of a.pair and a half. , 

Another objection may be started as to gloves^ with a 
query, which of the hands shall, be obliged with two 
^ves ? To this I answer, that generally the left hand 
is used but seldom, and not exposed as the other to many 
offices; one of which in particular is the handing of la- 
dies. For these reasons, two glomes ought to be granted 
ti[> the right hand. 

There are many other frugal improvements, which, as 
soon as I have discoursed Thomas Turner the quaker,. 
who isnow upou.ftndii^ out the longitude, and farther 
improving the latitude, I shall be able to demonstrate 
what sort of meat, and the joints, will best answer this 
frugal scheme, as likewise in clothing, and other parts of 
good economy ; and they shall be communicated to you 
Iqr, sir, your, most humble servant, 

^HILO MiE.. 



FROM THE REV. MARMADUKE PHILIPS: 

Marston in Samersetskhre^ 

siR^ Nop. 2, 1 734. 

< 

Tou may be apsur^ diat I should not have denied 
myself so long the pleasure of that great privilege and 
favour you allowed me at our parting, of corresponding 
with yoa while I stiid in England, but that I waited to^ 
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give jou some accoilDt of the success of jour kiod and 
frieadlj negotiatioD for me in the letter you were so 
good to give me to Lord Orrery, and that I could not do 
before this week ; for though I delivered my credentials 
to his lordship near a month ago^ yet we did not talk 
over the aflfair till very lately; for as I thoi^t it my 
duty to wait his time and leisure, I did not press him for 
-an answer ; and as I have all the reason in the world ta 
imagine, from the many friendly offices you have done 
me, that you would rejoice at any good that may befal 
me, so I can at length tell you, that it was as favourable 
as I could well wish for, conddering every thing and 
circumstance attending that affair; for it aeems the 
scheme in relation to Mr. Taylor's giving my mother 
and rae so much money for oui* good will in the lease, 
can never take place, for many very good reasons his 
lordship gave me, which are too tedious now to trouble 
you with; and therefore he only told me in general 
terms, that as he thought our case a little hard and se- 
yere, somewhat or otlier at the expiration of the lease 
roust be done fo^ me, but in what manner it was not poa- 
sible for him to say ; which surely was as much as any 
consciouable and reasonable man (and God foibid that I 
should ever prove otherwise) could expect : in shorty his 
kind reception of me at Marston, and the handsome man- 
ner he has behaved himself toward me in every particu- 
lar since I came to him, has i)een like Lord Orrery him- 
self : and now to whom must I attribute all this? not to 
any merit or conduct of my own, for I am conscious of 
none, but to the worthy dean of St. Fatrick^s, who takes 
delight in doing all the good he can to those who have 
the invaluable happiness and honour of being acqnalnted 
with him ; and tlierefore what a monster of ingratitude 
should I he not to acknowledge the channel thrgogh 
which this intended bounty of his lordsiup la to flow to 
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oie, let it be more or lesB? agnoscofwiUm; for, without 
controversy, you have been the means of bringing all 
this about: Sxx which I shall say no more (being but bit- 
ter bad at makii]^ speeches) but the Lord reward you, 
and to assure you, good rir, that this your %tX. of friend- 
Mpmoiut a numMt olid matter qposUtm. Hislordship 
told me that he would answer your Jetter very soon ; 
and as hb pen and head infinitely transcend mine, it is 
likely you. will have then a clearer and better pccount 
of this matter than I can posdbly give you. 

I have been under an unspeakable concern at an ac- 
count I lately saw. (rom Ireland of a return of your old 
disorders of giddiness and deafness ; but I still flatter 
myself that it is not so bad with you as my fears have re- 
presented it, which makes me long impatiently to hear 
how you really are ; but I am in hopes your usual medi'' 
cina gynuuutica will carry it off; if it does not, more 
the pity say I, and so will all say, I am confident, that 
know you ; but surely ten thousand times more pity is it 
that you are not, like one of (juliiver's Struldbrugs, im- 
mortal; but alas! that cannot be, such is the condition 
of miserable man ; which puts me often in mind'«f the 
following lines I have somewhere or other met with, 
which I apply now and then to myself, by way of cor- 
diaL 

What^s past we know, and what's to come must be, 
Or good or bad, is much the same to me ; 
Since death must end my joy or misery, 
Fix'd be my thoughts on immortality. 

But liold! I believe I begm to preach; anditis welljf 
you do not think by this titne that I imagine myself in 

£ 3 



K)6 LETTERS TO AND SROAT 

RatheoDy* pulpit ioslead of writing a letter to the dfcra^ 
and therefore I forbear. 

I know writing in your present circunistances muBt. 
be 80 very troublesome- and^ uneasy to you, that I am^ 
not quite so^ uni^asonable as to expect it from you $ but 
whenever your health permits you, it will be ao infinite 
pleasure and satisfaction to me to hear from you ; and 
the safest way of sending a letter to me will be under 
cover to Lord Orrery, at Marsteo, near Froome in So> 
m^rsetBhire. L shall trouble you, sir, with my comptt- 
,ments to my very good firiends and neighbours Ladj 
Acheson and her mother, for whom I have a very real 
esteem and value, and also to Dr. Helsham and his lady, 
and with my very affectionate love and service to all , 
my Sunday coippanjoos at-the deanery.^ 

L have no novelties to entertain you^ with ftt>m hence; . 
for here we lead a very retired and-perfectly irural life ; 
but when I get to London (which I believe will not be 
till ^fter- Christmas, because as I am within^ tea or a 
dozen miles of Bath^ I liave some thoughts of making a 
tripthithery and try what good 'those waters wiU do me) 
you may depend upon having an account of what passes . 
in the political and learned world that is possible hr me 
to 'Come .at and convey to you, and I hope ib be thea 
honoured with all your commissions. and cpmmanda in . 
that place ; for I wish for nothing more than an oppor- 
tunity ofshowiog with how much gratitude and tfue ea^ 
teem for all your favours, I am, sir, your most obedient 
and much obliged humble servant, 

MARMADUKE PHILIPS. 

* Mr. Pbilip8*8 benefice, about three nilei ft'om Dubfio. D. S. 

fJt was cQstomary for the Ddctor^s friendiand acquaiDtaDcetOTiiit 
bim on Sunda j afternoons, and spend the evening ^with him ; fo that - 
every one who wa«. at leisure t&^a there, was lurc •f ■(fetiog Tarie- 
ty of good coii^>anx. JX S. 
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ihuig but correction. My Lord B. said in bis pottacript 
tbat you would go to Bath io three days; we since 
beard that you were dangerously ill there, and that the 
' newsmongers gave you. over. But a gentleman of this 
kingdom, on his return from Bath,' aiaured me be Idt 
you well, and so did some others whom I have forgot I 
am sorry at my heart that your are pestered with people 
who come in my name, and I profess to you, it b with"> 
out my knowledge. I am confident I shall hardly ever 
have occasion again to recommend, for my friends beie 
are veiy few, and fixed to the freehold, from whence no- 
thing but death will remove them. Surely I never 
doubted about your Essay on Man : and I would lay^ 
any odds, that I would never fail to discover you in sis: 
lines, unless you had a mind to write below or beside 
yourself on purpose. I confess I did never imagine 
you were so deep in morals^ or that so many new and 
excellent rules could be produced so advantageously 
and agreeably in that science, from any one head. I 
confess in some few places I was forced to read twice ; 
I believe I told you before what the duke of Donet 
said to me on that occasion, how a judge hefe^ who 
knows you, told him, that on the first reading those et* 
says, he was much pleased, but found some lines a little 
dark : on the second, most of them cleared up, and hit 
pleasure increased : on the third, he had no (Imbt le- 
mained, and then he admired the whole. My Lord Bo- 
lingbroke's attempt of reducing metaphysics to intelli- 
gible sense and usefulness, will be a gloriouB- wider- 
taking; and as I never knew him fail in any thing be 
attempted, if he had the sole management, so I am coo- 
fident he will succeed in this. I desire you will aUow 
that I write to you both at present, and so I shall while 
I live : it saves your money, and my time ; and he be- 
ing your genius, no matter to which it is addressed. J 
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am happ7 that ivbat yaa write is printed in large lettcn ; 
otberwiie between tbe weakness of my eyes, and tbe 
thickness of my hearing, £ should lose the greatest plea- 
sure that is left me* Pray command my Lord Boling- 
broke to follow »liiat example, if I live to read his me- 
taphysics. ¥tty God bless you both. I had a melan* 
choly account from the doctor of his health. I will an- 
swer his letter as soon as I can. I am ever entirely 
y<Nir8. 



FROM LADT BETTY GERMAIN. 

LandoHy Nov, 7, 1 734. 

Bo not accuse me of forsaking you : indeed it is not 
the least in my thoughts; but I heard you were ill, 
and had no letter from you, so doubted being trouble* 
some. I was, about two months ago, at my own house, 
and had my duke and duchess with me. The rest of 
my time was divided between lord president"^ and 
Knowle. I have now left their graces in th^ country, 
where I hope they will not stay long ; foic she has been 
yeiy ill, though now recovered. 

I am always more frighted when my friends are sick 
there, .because there is neither physic nor physician that 
is good (at aay thing. Indeed I cannot answer, whether 
your lord lieutenant wHl be the same or not AUthat 
I can say is, that if he asks my consent ibr it, he shall 
not have it. I have no acquaintance with the duke of 
Chandos, nor I believe has the duke of Dorset much. 
And to be sure it would be to no purpose to ask him for 

* Spencer, Earl of Wilmiostoa H. 
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tbose records^ agaia* because, if he would hare parted 
witli them, he would have done it oo your asking. And 
whether it be useful or not^ just to him,, yet few people 
would care to part with what must enhance the value c^ 
their libraries ; but if be succeeds the duke of Dorset, 
then for certain he will' be easily persuaded to make a 
compliment of them to the kingdom. Tour friend^ Dr. 
Arbuthnot, I hear, is out of order again. I have not 
seen him lately, and I fear he is in a very dedining 
way. I fancy it would be prodigiously good for your 
health to come to England; which would be a great plea* 
mt^ to 

Your most sincere old friend, 

And humble servant, ^ 

E. G., 



FROM MRS. PENDARVES. 

St. 'M.wnfs Square^ 
SIR, Qlmcester^ Nov. 20, 1734.. 

I AM truly concerned at your having been so mucfe^ 
out of order : I most heartily wish you, constant health 



* ThcK records were maDascriptB relating to the Instoqr of Ireland, 
which bad been collected by Sir James Ware ^who was reeorder of 
Dublin) before, after, and during the troubles of 1641. When Lord 
Oarendon was lord lieutenant, io 1686, be got these manuteripts 
from the heir of Sir James, and brought them into JBngland. JLfter 
Lord Clarendon *8 death; they were- sold to the Hon. Mr. firydges, 
afterward duke of. Chandra. The catalogue of them was printed in 
1697, in the large folio catalogue of all the libraries both in England 
and Ireland, and the dean having read that account of them, wti 
very desirous to procure them for public use. See a letter written by 
the dean to the duke of Chandos, dated Aug. 31, 1734, soliciting his., 
grace to present them to the public library at Dubim, in thi« rolmne^ 
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lipd happinessy dioiii;li that, is of little me to you, and 
only serves to do honoar to tnysel^ by aiiowiiig I know 
how to prize what k yahntble. 

I should have retanied you thanks much sooner for* 
Uie foyour of your last letter ; but when I received it I 
If as preparmg for my journey hither, and have ever 
since had so great a disorder hi one of my eyes, that t3l 
this moment I have not been able to make my ackiio#* 
ledgments to you. I wonder you should be at a loss 
for a rea^ion for my writing to you ; we all love honour 
and pleasure : were your letters dufl, do you imagine 
my vanity would not be fond of corresponding with the 
dean of St Patrick's ? But the last reason you give I 
like liest, and will stick by, which 1% that I am a more 
constant nymph than all your goddesses of much longer 
acquaintance ; and farthermor^ f venture to promise 
you are in no danger of receiving a bautade^ if that de- 
pends on my will. As for those fasting days you talk 
of,* they are, I coqIoss, alkiring liaits, and I should cev- 
t^ly have been with you in three packiets according to 
your commands, could I either fly or swim : but I am ar 
-heavy lump, destined for a few years to this earthly 
element, and cannot move about, without the concur- 
rent asnstance of several animals that are very expte- 
sive. 

Now for bunness : As soon as I received your letter, 
1 went to ymir brother Lansdown, and spoke to him 
about the duke of Chandos. He desired me to make 
Us compliments to you, and to- teU yqu he was very 
Sony he could be of no service to you in that aflnaor ; 
hut he has had no manner c^ correspondence or eves 
acquaiutance with the duke these fifteen years. I have 

*T]iatii,diiiiBsiipootwoortitfeednlie8atthe deanery; whkfa^ 
ip compariMP 9i sagailiHat teUti, tbe doctor jmd to uU frftitf. 
D.S. 
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put k however kito hands that will pursue il dili^Dtiy^ 
and I hope obtain for you what you desire ; if they do 
not succeed, you must opt €all me neglifjent ; for what- 
ever lies in my power to s^re yott» is of too much coo- 
sequence for me to neglect. - 

I have left my good friend, and your humble servant, 
Mrs. Donnellan, behind me in London, where she meets 
with tittle entertainment suitable to her understanding ; 
and she is a much fitter companion for the Dublin 
Thursday Society, than for the trifling company she is 
now engaged in ; and I wish you had her with you 
(since I cannot have her) because I know she would be 
happier than where she is, and my wish I think no bad 
one for you. Neither my eyes nor paper will hold out 
any longer. I am, sir^ 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

M. PENDARYES. 

I beg my compliments to all your friends. 



FROM MR. JARVIS.* 

Hamfiony Nov. 24, 1 734. 

SEi.Il MB. DKAK, 

You can hardly imagine how rejoiced I am at find- 
ing my old friend the bishop of Worcester! so bale at 
83-4 ! No complaint ; he does but begin to stoop, and I 
am forced myself, every now and then, to awaken my- 
self to walk tolerably upright, fomous as I was lately 
for a wight of uocommoo vigour, and consequently wfir 

* A celebrated painter, contemporary with Sir Godfrey Knel- 
ler.fi. 
f Dr. John Hon£h,"bishop of Worcester. H. 
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rits to spare. If ever I see DiiI>Kd agan, and yov 
Teagaeeacapeahaofpiigao loiig» I will myaelf tras Hn 
up for Dooadaittaiice wiieQ yoa wece in a eonrenabla 
oonfitkni, I am ane tbe lady w9l send joa Ifr.- 
CoDolly 'ft* fncture wkh pleamre, wbeo I tell her 70a 
expect iL Our IrieDd Pope is off and on, bere and 
there, every where and do where^ d S0m m'imatre^ and 
therefore as wdl as we cao hope, for a carcas ao 
crazy. He asBures me, he has done hk doty ID wfitiDg 
6ec|Bently to the demi, became he k sure it gives yba 
some amusement, as he is rejoiced at all yoors; there- 
fore you must write away. Upoo inquiry, I learn, 
that exercise is tlh best medlsioe for yoitf p^ddiness. 
Peuoy made Mrs. Pendarres happy with a priot of 
yours, and I do Dot foil to distribute them to all your 
weil-wishers. I am, dear dean. 

Yours most affectionately, 

CHA. JARVIS. 

I held out bravely the three weeks fogs, dx. and am 
tery well. 



FROM •*•♦«♦. 

SIB, Mmitr9U^D€e.\l,MZl. 

Some people here having iattered me that I have a 
genius for poetiy, and my circumstances a little fovoor^ 
ing it, I have resolved to torn my thoughts that way : I 
have already tried my talent oa some BtHe anmsemenli^ 
and have had the pleasure in secret to see them pretty 



* speaker of tbe home oC roiiiioni, one of the lordb^itieet, aai 
a comaisiioDer of the rtreniieia Irdand. N. 
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well received ; but few here beisg much conversant f» 
that study, cau be proper judfi^es ; and as I would not 
feature my character abroad in the world without tbck 
advice of those who have succeeded id it, I thought I 
could Dot more properly apply thao to you, who have 
been pretty happy that way. What I mean is, that you 
would be pleaded ta furnish me with a theme to try my 
genkis, with what i^iles you may think necessary. I 
expect your compliance with this, as it is the first, at 
least of this nature, you ever had from this place ;- and as 
soon as it is finished, you may expect a copy of the per* 
fonnance from, sir, 

Your most huQible servant, 

# # # ♦ * #^|, 

JBOM MR. POPE. 

TmckerAdm, Dec. 19, 1734^ 

I Jksn truly sorry for any complaint you hare, an^ it 
is in regard to the weakness of your eyes that I write (as 
well as print) in folio. You. will think (I know yoit 
will, for you have all the candour of a good understand- 
ing) that the thing which men of our age feel the most,, 
is the friendship of our equals; and (hat therefore what- 
ever affects those who are stept a few years before us^ 
cannot but sennbly affect us who are to follow. It trou- 
bles me to hear you complain of your memory, and^if I 
am in any part of my constitution younger than you, it 
will be in my remembering every thing that has pleased 

f As this letter seems to hare been written hy some verf yoons &d- 
Tenturer in poetry, we choose to suppress the name ; eqieciaUy as w^ 
«aanot teU what answer he received from Dr. Swift, or whether after-*" 
yi^n^ he applied wit]|.sttcce9 to Apollo a«l the Miuei. 0* fl^ 



aoCTOR swiFi". ir: 

Itre iu you, longer than perhaps you ivUl. The two sum- 
taers we passed together dwell always oo my miud, like 
^ visioa which gave me a glimpse of a better life and bef- 
4er company, than this world otherwise afforded. I am 
now an indlTidual, upon whom no other depends; and 
may go where I wiH, if ihe wretched carcass I am an- 
nexed t^ did net hinder me. I rambled by very easy 
journeys this year to Lord Bathurst^ and Lord Peterbo- 
row, who upon every occasion commemorate, love, and 
wish for you. I now pass my days between Dawley, 
London, and this place ; not studious, nor idle : rather 
polishing old woi^^s, than hewing out new. I redeem 
now and then a paper that has been abandoned several 
yean); and of this sort you will see one, which I inscribe 
to our old friend Arbiithnot 

Thus far I had written, and thinking to finish my let- 
ter the same evening, was prevented by company, and 
the next morning found myself iu a fever, highly disor- 
dered, and so continued in bed for five days, and in my 
chamber till now ; but so well recovered as to hope to 
go abroad to-morrow, even by the advice of Dr. Arbuth- 
not. He himself, poor man, is much broke, though not 
worse than for thes^ two last months he has been. He 
took extremely kind your letter. I wish to God we 
could once meet again, before that separation, which yet 
I would be glad to believe shall reiuiite us : but he who 
made us, not for ours, but his purposes, knows only 
whether it be for the better or the worse, that the affec- 
tions of this life should, or Should not continue into the 
other : and doubtless it is as it should b^ Tet I am sure 
that while I am here, and the thing that I am, I shall be 
imperfect without the communicatioii of such friends as 
you : you are to me like a limb lost, and buried in an- 
/other country; though we seem quite divided, every ac- 
cident makes me £eel you were once a part of me. I 



118 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

always coonder you so much a's a fiieod, that I forget 
you are an author, perhaps too much ; but it is as BMicb 
as I would desire you would do to me. However, if I 
could inspirit you to bestow correction upon those three 
treatises which you say ar^ so near completed, I should 
think it a better work than any I can pretend to of my 
own. I am almost at the end of my morals, as I have 
been, long ago, of my wit : my system is a short one, and 
my circle narrow. Imagination has no Hmits, and that 
is a sphere in which you may move on to eternity ; but 
where one is confined to truth (or to speak more like a 
human creature, to the appearances of truth) we soon find 
the shortness of our tether. Indeed, by the help of a 
metaphysical chain of ideas, one may extend tHe circu- 
lation, go round and round for ever, without making any 
progress beyond the point to which Providence has pin- 
ned us : but this does^ not satisfy me, who would rather 
say a little to no purpose, than a great deal. Lord Bo- 
lingbroke is voluminous, but he is voluminous only to 
destroy volumes. I shall not live, I fear, to see that 
work printed ; he is so taken up still, (in spite of the 
monitory hint given in the first line of my Essay) with 
particular men, that he neglects mankind, and is still a 
creature of this world, not of the waiverse : this world, 
which is a name we give to Europe, to England, to ire- 
land, to London, to Dublin, to the court, to the castle, 
and so diminishing, till it comes to^our own affairs, aod 
our own persons. When you write (either to him or to 
me, for we accept it all as one) rebuke him for it, as a 
divine if you like it, or as a badineur, if you think that 
more effectual. 

What I write will show you that my head is yet weak. 
I had writtea to you by that gentleman from the Bath, 
but I did not know him, and every body t^at comes firom 
Ireland pretends to be a friend of the dean's. I 
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always glad to aee any that are tnify en^ and tberefere 
do not mistake any thug I said, so as to diMoarage jov 
sending any such to me. Adieu. 



FROM DR. SH£RIDAN. 

SEAR SIR, Dee. 25, 1734. 

Mr. R. Hamilton is glad the veDison got safe to yoa ; 
it was carried by a county Cavan man in the seventy- 
fifth year of his age, who went off on Wednesday morn- 
ing, was back with us on Saturday night, in all one hun- 
dred and four miles. lie was muc() affronted that a 

young fellow was proposed for the expedition There's 

a county Cavan man for you. 

As for myself, I am grown thirty years younger by no 
other method, than eating, drinking, and breathii^ freely 
in this Elysium of the univene. Happy will it be lor 
you (if I misjudge not, and very seldom I do, as you 
yourself can witness, who have known me above sixteen 
years, and I believe a little more, if my memory fails me 
not, as I have no reason to think it does; for I do not 
find it in the least impaired) to convey yourself into the 
finest apartment of our Elysiutn, I mean to Castle Ha- 
milton, where you will find a most hearty welcome, and 

all the delights this world can give But you miist 

take me along with you. 

Nothing could give me greater pleasure than to hear 
that your innocent subjects of the Kevin Bay I* escaped 
the gallows, in spite of Bettisworthf and all his add hay 

* Dr. Swift osed to call the people who lived in the libeitT of Si. 
Patrick's bis subjects : and withoat dispate they would have fought op 
to their knees in blood for him. D. S. - 

f The right spelliog of this name is Bettetwortby^constantty pre- 
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reots If he were to make them a holiday, it shouM 

make one for me and my boys UkeiHse. 

Sunday we had ft very "hard frost--- Yesterday mora'- 
ing fair — The afternoon, all night, and this morning t# 
ted, was raSn — Now fair again, but lowering. 

We ate just now ^oing to dinner at Captain Perrott's, 
whea your heaith is never omitted, both as Dean and 

Drapier 1 forgot to tell you that there is a drapier^s 

club fixed in Cavan of about thiily good fighting fel- 
lows; from whence I remark you have the heart of Ire- 
land. Vid. Grierson's new map. ^'^here is another 

Cavaa Bayl for you. • 

I have no more to trouble you with, but my good 
wishes for your long health and happiness. I am, *dear 
sir, your most obedient Jiumble servant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

tf you go out of town before I return, leave the key ot 
your strong box with Jane,^ that I .may put my mch 
ney among yoursb 



TO MRS. pINGLEY. 

, . December 28^ 1 734. 

Fray God bless you, and restore your health, and 

^ve you many happy new years. I send you your 

usual Christmas box. I will see you as sdon as I can. 

I am tolerably well, but have no security to continue 

oounced as a word of two syllables, until some poems had come out 
against him, and then Mr. Bettesworth affected to pronoimce it ai 
three syllables, to which this spelling by Dr. Sheridan alludet. D. il. 
• Dr. Swift's cookmaid. D. S. 
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to. We must all submit, both by pietj aud necessity. 
i am ever entirelj yours. I seod you two bottles of 
wine.* 



TO THE DUKE OF DORSEt. 

inr LORD, Jan. 14, 1734-5; 

I AM assured, that your grace will have several re- 
presentations of an affair relating to the university 
here, from some very considerable persons in this king- 
dom; However, I could not refuse the application made 
me by a very worthy person of that society, who was 
commissioned by some principal members of the body 
to desire my good offices to your grace ; because they 

• It was known hj an accident, after Dr. Swift's memory failed, 
{hat he allowed an annuity of fifty-two pounds to Mrs. Dingley; 
but, instead of doing this with the pride of a benefactor, or gratify- 
ing his pride by snaking her feel her dependence, he always pretend- 
ed that he acted as her agent, and that the money he paid her, was 
the produce of a certain sum which she had in the funds; and, the 
better to save appearances, be always took her receipt, and some- 
times woeld pretend, with great seeming vexation, that she drew upon 
him before he had received her money from London. However, he 
was punctual in paying it quarterly. He used to write the receipt 
himself in the follovring form every quarter dayi and sent it ^ be 
signed, by the messenger who carried the money: 

** July .35th, 1737. 
•' Then leceivad from Doctor Swift, Dean of St Patrick's, the 
sum of thirteen pounds sterling, in foU for one quarter's rest of 
payments out of fbnds in England, by advance of what will be 
due to me at IVfichaelmas next, in this jrear 1737 ; the said 
Dean always paying me one quarter by advanoe. I say re- 
ceived by me; 

** RB. DINGLEY." 
jilrs. Dingley died, before her beaefkctor, in July 174a N. 
VOL. XIX. P 
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believed 3rou thought me an honest man, and beeanse I 
had the honour to ba known to you from your early 
youth. The matter of their request related wholly to a 
dreadful apprehension they lie under, of Dr. [John] 
Whetcombe's endeavour to procure a dispensation for 
holding his fellowship along with that church prefer- 
ment bestowed on him ,by your grace.* The person 
sent to me on this message gave me a written paper, con- 
taining the reasons why they hope your grace will not 
be prevailed upon to grant such a dispensation. I pre- 
sume to send you an abstract of these reasons^ because 
I may boldly assure your grace, that party or faction 
have not the least Concern in the whole affair; and as to 
myself, it happens that I am an entire stranger to Dr. 
Whetcombe. 

. It ia alleged, " That this preferment given to the 
doctor consists of a very large parish, worth near six 
hundred pounds a year, in a very fine country, thirty 
miles from Dublin ; that it abouqds very much with pa- 
pists, and consequently a most important cure, requiring 
the rector's residence, beside some other assistant 
which, being so rich, it might well afford. 

^ That, as to such dispensations, they find in their 
college books but three or four instances since the revo- 
lution, and these in cases very different firom (be pre- 
sent : for those few livings which had dispenaatioos to 
be. held with a fellowship weje sinecures of small value, 
Dot sufficient to induce a fellow to leave his college ; 
and, in the body of those dispensations, is inserted a 
reason for granting them, that they were such livings 
as could be no hinderance in the discharge of a fellow's 
duty. 

* He bad a higher preferment Dec. 23 followlag, being raised to the 
united sees of Clonfert and Kilmarduagh. He was translated to the 
archbishoprick of Cashel, Aug. 23, 1752 ; and died in 1754. N. . 
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^- That dispeosatioim are very huraal to their so- 
ciety ; because they put a stop to the ntcoessioD of fel- 
lowships,' aod thereby give a check to that emulation, 
iadnstrj, aod improvement in learning, which the hopes 
of gaioii^ a fellowship will be^ incite youi^ stniieots 
with. 

*^ That, if this dbpensation should take place, it raa^ 
prove a precedent for the like practice in future times ; 
which will be very injurious to the society, by encourag- 
ing fellows to apply for dispensation when they have 
interest enough to get preferments, by which the senior 
fellows will be settled in the college for life; and thus, 
for want of a succession any other way than by death 
or marriage, all enconra^men^ to young diligent stu- 
dents will be wholly lost 

" That a junior fellow^ip is of very small Valne^ and 
to arrive at it requires good sense, as well as long and 
close study ; to which young students are only encou- 
raged by hopes of succeeding, in a reasonable time, to 
be one of the seven seniors; which hopes will be quite 
cut ofl^ when those seniors are perpetuated by dispensa- 
tions. 

^ That the fellowsj at their admittance into their fel- 
lowships, take a solemn oath, never to accept of any 
church preferment above a certain value, and distance 
from Dublin, as long as they continue fellows : to which 
oath the accepting of a dispensation by Dr. Whetcombe 
is directly contrary, in both particulars of value and 
distance. 

*' That, at this dme, there is a set of very hopeAil 
young men, in long and close study, to stand for the first 
vacant fellowship, who will be altogether discouraged, 
and drop their endeavours in the pursuit of learning, 
by being disappointed in their hopes of Dr. Whet- 
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combers leavii^ ihe college, aod opening a way for one 
of them to 8uc(!eed in a felle^rship/' 

These, my lord, are the sum of the reasons brought 
me by a very worthy person, a fellow of that college, 
and recommended by some of the most deserving io 
that body ; and I have shortened them as much as I 
could. 

I shall only trouble your grace with one or two of my 
own remarks upon this subject. 

The university, and in some sense, the whole king- 
dom, are full of acknowledgment for th6 honour your 
grace has done them, in trusting the care of one of your 
sons* to be educated in the college of Dublin, which 
hopes to be always in your grace's favour : and by 
your influence, while you govern here, as well as the 
credit you will always deserve at court, will ever desire 
to be protected in their rights. 

Your grace will please to know, that a fellowship io 
this univerdty differs much, in some very important 
circumstances, from most of those in either of the uni- 
versities in England. 

My Lord George will tell your grace, that a fellow- 
ship is here obtained with great difficulty, by the num- 
ber of candidates, the strict examination io many branch- 
es of learning, and the regularity of life and manners. 
It is also disposed of with much solemnity : the ezami- 
uen take an oath at the altar, to give their vote accord- 
ing to their consciences. 

The university is patron of some church preferment^ 
which are dTered to the several fidtows, downward to 
the lowest in holy orders. 



* Lord QeoTg^ bii g;race*8 third son. Hh lordship was onder the 
tuition of Dr! Whetcombe and Mr. M0U07, the wne a senior, the 
other a junior, fellow of Trinity College, Dublin. Fl. 
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I beg your |;ra£e te consider, thai there being very 
little trade here, there' i^ no eacouragenieot for gentle- 
men to iHreed their sons to merchandize : that not many 
great empIoyireniB, in church or law, fall to the share 
of persons bom here : that the last resource of younger 
sons is to the church ; where, if welt befriended, they 
may chance to rise to s6me reasonable spiritual mainte- 
nance : althou^ we do not want instances of some cler- 
gymen, well bom, and of good reputatioo, who have 
been, and still are, curates for thirty years ; which has 
been a great discouragement to others, who have no other 
means left to provide for their children. 

Your grace will not want opportunities^ while you 
continue in this govemment, and by your most deserved 
iavouT with his majesty, to make Pr. Whetcombe easier 
id his preferment, by some addition that no person or so- 
ciety can have the least pretence to complain o^ And 
I humbly beg your grace, out of the high veneration I 
bear to your person and virtues; that you will please to 
let Dr. Whetcombe content himself lor a while with that 
rich preferment (one of the best in (he l^,^ngdom) until it 
shall lie in your way further to promote him to his own 
content. I^ upon Us admittance to his fellowship, he 
took an oath never to accept a church living thus cir- 
cumstantiated, and hold it with his fellowship, it will ba 
thought hardty reeoDdleable to conscience, to receive a 
dispensation. 

I humbly eotreat your grace to foigive tlds kmg 
trouble I have ^veo you ; wherein I have no sort of 
interest, except that which proceeds from an ean^st de- 
sire that your grace may continue, as you have begun 
from your youth, without incurring the least censure 
from the world, or giving the least cause of discontent 
to any deserving penon. 

I am^Ac 
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FROM MRS. DONNELLAN. 

SIR, London^ Jan. 19, 1734-5. 

Mt brotlier tells me you are so good to inquire after 
me, and to speak in a very kind maoDer of me, ivhieh 
as it gives me the greatest pleasure, so it raises in me 
the highest gratitude. I find I have a great advantage 
in being very inconsiderable ; I dare believe people sin- 
cere when th^y profess themselves my friends ; I consi- 
der I am not a wit, a beauty, nor a fortune ; then ivhy ^ 
should I be flattered ? I have but two or three qualities 
that I value myself upon, and those are so much out of 
fashion, that I make no parade of them : I am very sin- • 
eere, I endeavour to be grateful, and I have just sense 
enough to discern superior merit, and to be delighted 
with the least approbati^on frond it. My brother, som^e 
time ago, gave me hopes of receiving a letter from you, 
but he now tells me your ill state of health has made 
writing uneasy to you. I grieve miich at my loss, but 
mdre at the occasion of it ; and I write now only to re- 
turn my best thanks for yonr good opinion and designs^ 
not to solicit new favours, or give you the trouble of 
answering this. I hope next summer to be in Ireland, 
where I shall expect to receive your answer in person, 
when the sun, with its usual blessings shall give us this 
additional one of restoring you to that state of health, 
that all those who have the happiness of knowing you, 
either as a friend and companion, or lover of your coun- 
try, must with the greatest earnestness desure. Tou 
will laugh perhaps, sir, at my saying I hope tp see Ire^ 
land this year; indeed the generality of our country 
folks who spend a little time here, and get into any to- 
lerable acquaintance, seem to forget they have any 
other country, till a knavish receiver, or their b^eakios 
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teoaots, put thenr io miQd of it ; but I assure you I have 
so little of the fine lady io me, that I prefer a sociable 
eveaing iu Dubiio, to all the diversions of LondoD, and 
the conversation of an ingenious friend, though in a 
black gown, to all the powdered toupet at St. Jameses. 
What has kept me seven years in London, is the duty I 
owe a very good mother, of giving her my company, 
since she desires it, and the conveniency I enjoy witli 
her of a house, coach, and servants, at my command. I 
suppose, sir, you know that Mrs. Pendarves has been 
for some time at Gloucester : she has preferred a pious 
visit to a sick mother, in a dull country town, to Lon- 
don in its gayest dress ; she tells me she designs next 
month to return to us ; the only unea^ess I shall have 
in leaving Loudon is the parting with sO valuable and 
tender a friend ; but as she promises me, that if I stay 
in Ireland she will make it another visit, I think, for the 
good of my country. I must leave her. But while I am 
indulging myself io telling you my thoughts and designs, 
I should consider I am perhaps making you a trouble- 
some or uDseasonal^le visit ; if so, use me as all imper- 
tinent things should be used ; take no notice of me : all 
I designed in writing to you, was to let you know the 
high sense I have of aU your favours, and that I am, 
with the greatest gratitude and esteem, sir. 

You most obliged obedient humble servant, 

H. DONNELLAN. 

I beg you will be so good as to give my best wishes and 
services to Dr. Delaoy and Dr. Heisham. 
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FROM AN UNKNOWN Gja^TLEMAN.* 

t 

I^EV. SIR, Jm» 21, 1734-5. 

This letter is not to return you couatrj thaoks ^r 
your royal bounty to the army of Pamaseug. Eveiy 
body knows that Lewis the t4th built and endowed the 
noblest foundation in the world for his invalids ; we, in 
imitation, have our Greenwich, Chelsea, and Killmain- 
ham ; and it was but fit that the king of poets should 
provide for his jingling subjeets, that are so maimed and 
wounded in reputation, they have no other way of sub- 
sistence.f The occasion of this is as follows : Thb even- 
ing two learned gentlemen (for aught I know) laid a 
wager on the matter following, and referred it to ycm to 
decide, viz. Whether Homer or Tacitus deserves ino^t' 
praise on the following account : Homer makes Helen 
give a character of the men of gallantry and courage 
upon the wall; but, as if it were not a fine lady's pron 
vince to describe wiedom in Ulysses, the hero of his se- 
cond poem, he makes Antenor, the wisest of all Troy» 
interrupt her. The passage in Tacitus is a)s ibllows, vi^. 
On this year died Junia, being the sixtieth after the Phi- 
lippi battle, wife to Cassius, sister to Brutus, niece la 
Cato, the in^ages of twenty houses were carried before 
her, &c. Sed pra^fulg^mt BnOus et Cu^iuSy e# ^a^ 
quod imaghus earum nan visehantur. These gentlemen 
beg they may not have apai^tmenis assigned them in, 
your observatorj. 

Tour njijOBt obedient humble servant, 

T. L, P. 



* This letter ii indorsed, ** whimncal, and UtUe in it.'* D. S. 
-f The writer seemi to allude to Swift's then designed hospital for 
idiots and lunatics. D. S. 
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Be pleased to direct to the Rererend Mr. Birch at 
Roserea. . 



FROM LADY BETTY G£RMAIN. 

FAruary 13, 1734-5. 

Tou are a ^ne geDtlemao indeed, to teach bis grace 
of Dorset such samrf words ; and we have qaarrelled sp 
Biach about it, that I do not know bat I shall oblige him 
to meet me belnnd Montague iKNise.* He sajs it is 
some time ago that he cmaaumdtd me to write to 70a, to 
assure 70U, he thought himself very much obliged to 70a 
Ux 70ur letter, ^d that he takes it as a proof of 7our 
friendship and good will to him. So far I own is tme ;- 
he did humbty beg the favour of me to write 70U this a 
great while ago ; but I understood he had something else 
more to sa7, so dela7ed writing ; and though I cannot 
but own I have seen him pretty often since, yet (at the 
times I could speak to him) m7 addle head constantly 
forgot to ask him what he had to sa7 ? So now he says 
he will do his own business,, and write to you soon Um- 
self. 

The oountessf has quitted the court, because, after a 
h>ng illness at Bath, she did not meet with a reception 
that she liked ; though her mistress appeared ezces^ely 
concerned, and expressed great nneasinesB at parting 
with her; and my opinion is, that not only her master 
and' mistress, but her very enemies^ will have reason to 
repent the part tlie7 have acted by her* 

Now I have answered all I can tell 70U, that you 
want to know, I bid m7 dear deati adieu. 

* Where doels were theD/reqaentry foogbt. Nw 
t The caoBteaa of Suflblk. H. 

f2 
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FROM THE EARL OF STRAFFORD. 

SSRV IiOimK^ F<^. 18, 1734-5/ 

To hoDoitr, aod esteem, and admire you, is general to» 
aQ that know or have heard of you ; but to be* pleased 
with your commands, and glad and diligent to obey them,, 
is peculiar io your true friends, of which number I am 
very desirous io be reckonitdi Oi> receiving your letter 
by Mr. Skerret, I immediately undertook to do him the 
best service I couhi, and thought myself happy in hav- 
ing advanced his affair so fieir, as to get his petition ta 
the house of lords read and agreed to, and a peremptory 
day agceed to for his being (as this day) heard ex parte^ 
if the other party did not put in their answer before. I 
likewise got several b^ds to attend ; but^ o^n pointing his 
ease, our, new lord chaecellorf (who ai present has a 
great sway in the house) found out, that the petition I 
had presented for Mr. Skerret had not fully explained 
matters to the house; because, upon comparing date% 
ilie petition of appeal last year was presented late io the 
sessions; and that though there was then an order for the 
respondents to put ia their answer in five weeks (tho^ 
usual time for causes in Ireland) yet the parliament di^ 
not sit above a fortnight after ;: so that it was impossible 
for the respondent's answer to be put in by that time. 
That the parliament being dissolved, the respondents ia 
Ireland might expecl ta have been served with a new: 
order this session, irhich it did opt appear was done : 
and that though m, the courts below, if answers were not 
put in, they proceeded to hear causes ex parte ; yet there 
was this difference, that there they always allowed a 

^ He had been aibbassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
tbe States General duriag the treaty for the peace of Utrecht H. 
t Talbot H. 
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time for the defendant to have his cause re-heard ; but 
to the house of lords our decrees are final, and it would 
be hard for anj person, by surprise, to be absolutely cut 
out from making his defence. The whole house seeming 
to be of the same mind, ihej put off the caude for Thurs- 
day, five weeks ; and ordered the respondents, in the 
mean time, to be served with an order to put in their an- 
swer; and if they did not answer by that time, the house 
would proceed absolutely to hear the cause ex pafie. I 
must own to you, the chancellor proposed to put it off 
only for a month ; and it was I alone desired* it might be 
for five weeks, giving for a reason, that since the appel* 
lant was disappointed once, after having been at the ex- 
pense of feeing his counsel, he might not he soa liecond 
time : and since his adversaries were ready to make all 
the chicane possible, they might not have the pretence 
for another, by saying, as the usual time was five weeks, 
and this order but for a mouth, they expected they were 
to be allowed the usual time ; so I thought it was better 
giving them a week more, than leaving them any room 
for farther chicane. As I have not seen your friend Mr. 
Skerret since this i>rder, I do not know how he takes it : 
but I was resolved to give you this account of what hap- 
pened fafut a few hours ago, that you might be convinced 
of my diligence to gratify you in every thing yon desire 
of, sir, your most sincere faithful humble servant. 

As the house of commons were but yesterday on the 
practice of opening letters, you wiH not wonder, if I 
expect this to be opened. 



v 3 
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§ 

TO Mfl. ALDERMAN BABBEIC 

''* Deanerjf'Hause^ Dublith March 1» 1734-5.. 

MT TSRY GOOD>ND OLD IBIEIU), 

I BEci;iY£D lateLy a very acceptable present vhicb 
you were pleased to send me, which was ao engraved 
picture of you, very handsomely framed, with a glasa 
over.it I take your remembrance of me very kindlyy 
and give you my hearty thanks. I have no other way 
to show my gratitude at present, than by desiring anothec 
favour from yoii,. which, however, will be less expensive^ 
Mr. Singleton, the kiog's prime seigeant here, is one of 
the first among the worthiest persons in thiB'kiDgdom^ 
of great honour, justice, truth, good sense, good nature^ 
8^d knowledge in his faculty : this gentleman, whom I 
have the honour to know,, although his bunness be too 
great to allow* me the happiness of seeing him as often as 
I desire, hath commanded me to recommend the bearer,. 
Bfr. Richardson, agent to the Perry Society, whereof 
you are a member. From such a recommendation aa 
the prime sergeant's, I i^ill engage that Mr. Richard-. 
son is a very deserving man, and that whatever he de- 
sires of you will be perfectly just and reasonable. 

And npw, my good friend, give me leave to ioquire^ 
after your health, which I hope is much better than 
mine. Are you often in your coaeh at Highgate and 
Hampstead? Do you keep cheerfiil company? I 
kpow you cannot drink : but I hope your stomach for 
eating is not declined : and how are you treated by 
the gout ? These- and many more particulars I derire 
to know. 

The people who read news have struck me to the 
heart, by the account of my deai^ friend Doctor Arbuth- 
i|ot's death ; although I could expect no. less, by a letter 
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I receired from him a ttoolh or two agow Doyousome- 
^irnes see Mr.^ Pope I We ■ adll correfpood pretty coa- 
staotly. He publishes poems oflener and better thao 
ever, which I wonder at the oiofe, because he complains^ 
with too much reason, of hb ^Ksorden^ What a havock 
has death made among our friends since that of the 
^leen? As to myself I am grown leaner than you 
weie wheu we parted last, and am never wholly free 
from giddinesa and weakness, and sickness in my sto- 
mach, otherwise I should have been among you tWo or 
three years ago, but now I despair of that happiness. I 
ride a dozen milte as often as I can, and always walk 
the streets, except in the ni^^t, which my head will not 
auffisr me to do. But my fiirtune is so sunk, that I can- 
not afford half the necessaries or conveniences that I can 
still make a shift to provide myself with here. My chief 
support is French wine,, which, although not equal to 
yoursy I drink a bottle to myself every day. I keep^ 
three horses, two^ men and an old woman in a large emp- 
ty house, and dine half the week, like a king, by my* 
sel^ Thus I teU you my whole economy, which 1 feai 
will tire you by reading. Fray God keep you in herith 
and hap|»ne8s; and do me the justice to believe that I 
am, with true esteem and friendship, dear sii^ 
Your most obedyient humUe servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

You see by my many Uottings and mtexliiiiDgi^what 
a condition my head ia isu 
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FROM LORD CARTERET. 

SIR, Jerrmfn-streel^ March 6, 1 734-5. 

I HAD the houour of your letter, and attended the 
cause yesterday, and the day before : it went for your 
friend upon the justest prbdple, and that unanimously/ 
He did not only carry his cause before the house, but 
his future cause springing out of this, is mended by the 
decree. The chancellor said, the respondent had more 
reason to appeal than the appellant. Mr. Lindsay^ who 
informed yoii right in all the matters you mentioned to 
me, will inform you, en perusing our decree, of the rea* 
eon of the chancellor's expression. I have a partiality 
for Captain Rowley in every thing but judicature ; and 
in that capacity, if Judge Lindsay and I sat together, 
I fancy by what I know of him, that we should seldom 
disagree. 

. I thank you for taking notice of the prosperous events 
that have happened to my family.' If alliance and the 
thoughts of prosperity can bind a man to the interest of 
his country, I am certainly bound to stand by liberty : 
and when you see me forgetful of that, may yoo treat 
me like Trauluff and Pistorides.^ I am impatient for 
four volumes, said to be your works, for which my wife 
and 1 have subscribed; and we expected a^ dozen of 
copies from Mr. Tickell last packet. 

I intend these works shall be the first foundation 
of the libraries ,of my three grandsons.^ In the mean 
time, they will be studied by my son and sons-in-law. 

I desure you will condescend to make my compli- 
ments to Dr. Delany, for whom I have a roost hearty 



* Joshaa, Lord Allen, a privy counsellor, and Richard TicTkc^. 
Eaq. R 
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esteem, though I know he thinks me not serious enough 
upon certain arduous points of antiquitj. 

Sir, that you may enjoy the continuance of all hap- 
piness, is my vish : as for futurity, I know your name 
will be remembered, when the names of kings, lords lieu- 
tenants, archbishops, and parliament politicians, will be 
forgotten; at last, you yourself must fall into oblivion, 
which may happen in less than a thousand years, though 
the term may be uncertain, and will depend on the pro- 
gress that barbarity and ignorance may make, notwith- 
standing the sedulous endeavours to the contrary, of the 
great prelates in this and succeeding ages. My wife, 
my mother, my mother-in-law, my, «&c. &^^&c, all- joio 
with me in good wishes to you ; and, I liope, .you will 
continue to believe, that I am, with the greatest respect^ 
sir, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, . 

CARTERET. 



TO WILUAM PULTENEY, ESQ,* 

4 ■ ' 

SIR, Dublin^ March Sy n3A'5. 

Mr. Stopford, going to England upon some particu* 
lar affair, I gladly complied with his desire, that I should 
do myself the honour of writing to you, because, as use- 
less as I am, and altliough I shall never have the hap- 
piuess to see you, yet my ambition to have some small 
place in your memory, will live as long as myself. 

I will do an unmannerly thing, wliich is, to bequeath 
you an epitaph for forty years hence, in two words, UAt- 

* This letter, and the next, were rcsulatly communicated to the 
4)ublic by General Pultcney. N. 
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mu Brtkummntm. Tou never fonook yonr partjr. 
Tou oiigbt often have beeo as great ai the court cail 
make aoj man so ; but 70a preserved jour spint of !!• 
berty, vben your former colleagues bad utterly sacrifi- 
ced theirs ; and if it shall ever begin to tnreathe in these 
days, it must entirely be owing to yourself and one or 
two friends. But it is altogether impossible for any na- 
tion to preserve its liberty long under a tenth part of 
the present luxury, infidelity, and a million of cormp* 
tions. We see the Gothic system of limited monarchy 
is extinguished in alUhe nations of Europe. It is ut- 
terly es^irpated in this wretched kingdom, and youis 
must be the next Such has ever been- human nature, 
that a single man, without any superior advantages either 
of body or mind; but usually the direct contralry, is able 
to attack twenty millions, and drag them voluntarily at 
his chariot wheels. But no more of thb. I am as sick 
of the world as I am of age and disease, the last of 
which I am never wholly without. I live in a nation of 
slaves, who sell themselves far nothing. My revenues^ 
though half sunk, are sufficient to support me in. sotaie 
decency. And I have a few friends of great worth, 
who, when I visit them,- or they me, agree together in 
discovering our utter detestation of all proceeding botli 
here and there. Hae est vita sohitarum ndsera mmbh' 
timu gravique, I am under the displeasure of the court 
for fixing up a true whig epitaph in my cathedral, over 
the burying place of old Schomberg, and for some other 
things of equal demerit or disaffection, wherewith I am 
charged ; perhaps also for some verses laid to my chaige, 
and published without my knowledge or consent ; whei«- 
In you' and another person are understood to be meant 
by initial letter?. 

I denre your pardon for the trouble I gave in recom- 
mending a gentleman to your protectbn, who has anap^ 
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peal before the house of lords ; wherein I was prevailed 
on by an eminent person in the law, who, hj a miracle^ 
was raised to the bench in these very times, although he 
\ye a man of virtue and learning in a great degree. Dear 
sir, you have nothing to desire in this world but good 
health, good times^ the prosperity of your family (where- 
in you have my constant prayers) and deserving friends. 
I have often said, that I never knew a more easy man 
to live with than jrourself ; and if you had only a poor 
f<»rty thousand poun<)^ a year, I would command you to 
settle one thousand of it on me to live in your next 
neighbourhood ; but as for our friends at Twickenham 
and Dawley, I have told them plainly that they are 
both, too speculative and temperate for me to accept 
their invitation, and infinitely too philosophical. The 
bearer, Mr. Stopford, has such infinite obligations to you 
for your favours to him, and is, in all respects, so very de- 
serving a gentleman, that I am sure you never repented 
the good office jou have done him At my recommendation. 
But he only attends you on perfect gratitude ; for he 
knows very well you are what is now called a disaffect^ 
ed person. You are, in the modern sense, a friend to 
popery, arbitrary power, and the pretender ; and there- 
fore he has just politics enough not to trouble you with 
helping him by the hand to better preferment ; and I 
pray God, while things continue as they are, that it may 
be never in your power to make a curate, or an exiise- 
man. 

You will bear,. peihaps» that one Faulkner has print- 
ed four volumes, which are called my works ; he has 
only prefixed the first letters of my name ; it was done 
utterly against my will ; fcv there is no property in 
printers or bookseHers here, and I was not able to hin- 
der it. I did imagine, that after my death, the several 
Inondoo bookselleif would sipm among themselves to 
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priDt what each of them had by commoo coDsent : but 
the man here has pieveDted it, much to mj Texatioo, 
for I would as willioglj have it done even in Scothmd. 
All this has vexed me aot a little, as dene in so obacur^. 
a place. I have never yet looked into them, nor I be- 
lieve ever shall. Tou will find Mr. Stopford the same 
modest, virtuous, learned man, that you last saw him ; 
but with a few more years, and a great deal more fledi, 
beside the blessing of a wife and children. I desire 
to present my humble service to your's. I pray God 
bless and assist you in your glorious endeavoui's for the 
preservation of your country, and remain with the truest 
respect, Sir, 

Your most obedient 

and obliged humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

Xou will see, by the many blunders in words, sylla- 
bles, and letters, what a condition my giddy head 
is in. 



FROM WILLIAM PULTENEY, ESQ. 

DEAR SIB, Landan^ March 11, 1734-5. 

I HAVE often desired our friend Pope, when he wrote 
to you, to allow me a corner of his letter, to assure you 
€i my most humble service ; but the little man never 
remembered it, and it was not worth troubling you with 
a letter of my own on so insignificant an occasioa. 

Your recommending Mr. Lorinan to me, gives me 
great pleasure and satisfaction, as it b an instance of 
your kind remembrance and friendship. I promise 
you, whoever at any time comes to me from you, diall 
be sure of meeting with the utmost of my endeavours to 
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serve them. I am glad I can acquaint 700, Mr. Lori- 
Dau has all the soooess he coiild expect or wish Yor : hia 
cause was a good one, and he hadihe honour of haying 
it greatly attended^ When it was over, he asked roe 
(but in a very modest waj) whether it was possible- to 
get him made receiver of the new bishop of Derry's 
rents ? I told him, I would try ; I did so, found it 
would not succeed, and so dropped it immediately. 

What do you say to the bustle made here to prevent 
the man*" from being an English bishop, and afterward 
allowing him to be good christian enough for aa Irish 
one ? Sure the opposition, or the acquiescence, must 
have been most abominably scandalous. By what I 
can learn of Dr. Rundle's character, (for I am not in 
the least acquainted with him myself) he is far from be* 
ing the great and learned man his friends would have 
the world believe him ; and much farther yet, from the 
bad man his enemies represent him. Our right reve' 
reud brethren continue to dwell together in the strictest 
political unity ; whether it be like the dew of Hermon 
upon the hill of Sion, or like the ointment that ran down 
into Aaron's beard, to the skirts of his clothing, I cannot 
say ; but I am siure, it is a good joyful thing for the 
ministers to behold. This has enabled them to prevent 
any inquiiy into the scandalous method of nominatinf^ 
instead of electing the sixteen Scotch peers ; and theie^ 
and they together, make a most dreadful body in that 
house. We are not. quite so bad in ours ; but I own to 
you, that I am heartily tired of struggling to no pur- 

* I)r. Thomas Randle was pronoted to the rich see of Deny in 
Ireland, in February 1734-5, after being pretented Irom gettinf the 
see of Gloucester, in Enghmd, which had been intended for him ia 
November, 1734. The dispute concerning his promotion to the see 
of Gloucester, was between tiie chancdlor and the bishop of London ; 
the chancellor was his friend, and ^ bishop His eaemy. I?. 
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pose agaiost the corruption that does prevail, and I see, 
always will prevail thete. Poor Arfoiithnot, who grieved 
to see the wickedaesf of maukiod, aod was particularly 
a^amed of his owd countrymen,* is dead. He lived 
the last six months in a bad state of health, and hoping 
every night would be his last ; not ^at he endured any 
bodily pain, but as he was quite weary of the world, 
and tired with so much bad company .f What I have 
said of the doctor, may perhaps deter you from coming 
among us; but if you had any thoughts of visiting Eng- 
hind this summer, I can assure you of some friends, who 
wish to live with yon, and know how to value and 
esteem you : among them, there is none that does so 
more sincerely than, dear sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, 

WILLIAM PULTENEY. 

Mrs. Pulteney is very much your humble servant, and 
joins in inviting you here next summer. 

* Kt Has a native of Scotland. 

f This, admitting the fact, is veiy remarkable of a man of Arbotb- 
B0t*8 torn ; a man of hnmoar, whose mind seemed to be always preg- 
MBt with comic ideas, and tamed chiefly, if not only, to that which 
ii ridiculous, even in vice itself. * That to such a man, to whose har 
cy almost every character, and every event, furnished a eomadj't 
death shouR be welcome because life was insipid, is a melancholty 
and strikiiv proof, that ** even in laughter the heart Is sorrowtbl ;** 
or, that thoee who are best qnaUfied to make others mierry, are aot 
always merry themselves ; that their mirth is but aa ffbrieo ef hi* 
larity that overflows their own breasts, but often the mere effect of a 
painftil eflbrt, enrted chiefly for tlie gratUcatSoa of vanity, the sad 
concomitant of vexation of spirit See Dr. Arhntlttol'^ own aceoont 
ff himself, which seems not perfectly to agree with what is h&n waUL 
in a letttr dated October 4, 1734. H. 
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Ta WILLIAM FITZHERBERT, ESQ. 

sm, March 19, 1 734-5. 

I HAD, some dayi^ ago, a Very loog letter from a joung 
gentleman whom I never saw ; but, by the name sab- 
scribed, I found it came from a younger son of yours, I 
suppose your second. He lays before roe, in a very par- 
ticular manner, the forlorn condition he is in, by the se- 
verities of you and your lady, his mother. He freely 
owns his boyish follies, when he was first brought up to 
town, at fourteen years old ; but he appeals to Dr. Sheri- 
dan for^he improvement he made in the doctor's school, 
and to his tutor for his behaviour in the college, where 
he took his degree with particular credit, being made 
one of the moderators of his class; by which it appears 
that he passed for one of the four best scholars in it. 
His letter contains four large pages in folio, and written 
in a very small hand ; where he gives a hist<nry of his 
life, from- the age of fourteen to the present time. It is 
written with so much spirit, nature, and good sense, as 
well -as appearance of truth, that having first razed out 
the writer's name, I have shown it to several gentlemen, 
my friends^ of great worth, learning, and taste ; who aH 
agree in my opinion of the letter, and think it a pity 
that so hopeful a youth should not have proper encou- 
ragement, unless he has some very disagreeable fiiults, 
whereof they and I are ignorant. When I had written 
thus far. Dr. Sheridan came to see me; I read your son's 
letter to him, and he was equally [^ased with it, and 
justified the progress the young :man had made in ins 
achooL I went this evening to visit a lady, wha has a 
very great esteem and friendship for you and Mrs. 
*##»#. gjjg tQi^i mQ . « ThsX the young man's great 

feolt was, too mudi pertness smd conceit of himself. 
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lirhich he often showed io your house, and even among 
company ;'' which, I own, is a very bad quality in any 
young man, and is pot eaMIy cured : yet, I think, if I 
had a son, who had understanding, wit, and humour, to 
write such a letter, I could not find in my heart to cast 
him ofil but try what good advice and maturer years 
would do toward amendment ; and in the mean time, 
give him no cause to complain of wanting convenient 
food, lodging, and raiment. He lays the whole weight 
of his letter to me upon tlie truth of the facts, and is 
contented to stand or fall by them. If he be a liar, he 
is into the bargain an unpardonable fool ; and his good 
natural, as well as acquired parts, shall be an aggrava* 
tion to me, to render him more odious. I hear he is 
turned of one-and-twenty years ; and what he alleges 
seems to be true, that he is not yet put into any way of 
living, either by law, physic, or divinity ; although in 
his letter, he pretends to have studied the first, on your 
promise to send him to the Temple ; but, your mind al- 
tering, and you rather choosing to send him to Leydeo, 
be applied himself to study physic, and made some pro- 
gress in it : but, for many months, he has beard nothing 
more from you; so that now he is in utter despair, 
loaden with the hatred of both his parents, and lodges 
in a garret in William-street, with only the liberty to 
dine at your house, and no farther care taken of him. 

Sir, although I have seldom been in your company, It 
is many years since I had the honour of beiQg known to 
you ; and I always thought, as' well as heard, that yoa 
were a gentleman of great honour, truth, knowledge, 
modesty, good nature, and candour. As to your lady, 
I never saw her but once, and then but for a few minutes : 
she has the character of being a very polite and acconh 
plbhed person : and, therefore, very probably, her son^s 
rough, overweening, forward behaviour, among compa- 
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ny with her, without that due deferefoce whidi only can 
recommeod joatb, may he very dis^istfiil to her. Your 
SOD desires me, Id hin letter, to apply to some friends 
who have most credit with you, that you wili please to 
put hin into some way of life ; and he wish^ that those 
friends would be so generous to join fa contributing some 
allowance to support him at Leyden. I think, it would 
have been well if he had been sent to sea in the proper 
time, or had now a commission in the anny. Yet, if 
he were the original writer of that letter sent to me un- 
der his name, I confess myself so very partial,^ as to be 
extremely sorry if he should not'deserve and acquire 
the favour of you and your lady : in which case, any 
parents might be forgiven for being proud of such a son. 
I have no acquaintance with his tutor. Dr. King ; but, if 
I can learn from those who have, I shall be glad to heal- 
that he confirms thfs character of the yoiuig man^s good 
parts and learning, as Dr. Sheridan has done. 

I entreat your pardon for this long letter, and fo^ of- 
fering to interfere in a domestic point, where I have no 
information but from> one side : but I can faithfully as- 
sure you, that my regard is altogether for the service and 
ease of you and your lady, and family. I. have alwajrs 
thought that a happy genius is seldom without some 
bent toward virtue, and therefore deserves some indul- 
gence. Most of the great villains L have known (which 
were not a small number) have been brutes in their un- 
derstandings, as well, as their actions. 

But I«have already run out my paper, as well as your 
patience. I shall therefore conclude with the sincere 
prof(^88ion of being, with great esteem and truth, sir, • 

Your most obedient and 
Hiost humble servant. 
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FROM MRS. PRATT. 

SIR, LcndoHy April 4, 1 735. 

I THINK you know iDe sufficieDtly not to doubt ci a 
letter anj way coming from you being acceptable ; there- 
fore any omission but that cannot fail of an excuse frotn 
roe, whose friendship is pleasingly gratified by the honour 
of having it returned from one of your distinguished ta- 
lents and. merit, whose life I wish to preserve, but wish 
more to make it agreeable to you by the full enjoymeot 
of health, friends, fortune, and situation ; my next desire 
should be, that I had a power to contribute to your at- 
tainment of any of these comforts. 

Your kind inquiries in relation to myself, only justify 
taking up your time with so insignificant a subject, which 
I shall be particular upon merely in obedience to your 
commands. 

I have no obligations to the court, nor am likely to 
have any ; I have to my Lord Shelburoe,^ whose house 
in London is my settled habitation ; though I am afraid 
two years will put an end to my good fortune, the lease 
of the house, which is an old one, beipg then expifed : 
smd-so perhaps may be that of my life, which I hare 
been long tired of. Added to my Lord Shelbume's fa- 
vours,.! have great and many, more than I can express 
here, to the. duchess of Buekinghaniy whoie table is wy 
constant one, and her coach ofUoer mine than I ask for 
it ; beside fetching me every day» aod brIogiDg me home, 
makes me share in public amoaemefits without expeoK; 
and in summer the variety of diange of air, which her 

* Henry Petty, carl of SbeUyurne, and viicount Diinkerria; m 
created in 1718; he died April 17, 1751 ; when the title became ex- 
tinct, till revived in 1753, in the person of hi? nephew John ; of whom 
see hereafter^ p. 159. N. 
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sUtioD empowers ber to take, aod oioie her iodioatiQii 
to impart to her frieods the benefit o( who caonot&il of 
beiog 80 to her, if they have merit eooufih to be capable 
i^ beia^ obliged by the most agreeable sincere manner to 
engage approbation and gratitude: then I hope ymi 
think I ha¥e enongh to do justice, both in my thoughts 
and actions, to one so worthy clit 

I am, sir, your sincerely obliged and 
affectionate humble senrant, 

H. PRATT. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAII7. 

Afril 5, 17&5. 

Fart the first, you order me to gire up my secreta- 
ryship; and part the second, called postscript, you eib- 
ployed me about Dr. Sheridan's exchange, when the let- 
ters for it must have been at Dublin long befo*e yours 
came away. I was just tbinkiog, that you was a little 
upon the dear joy ;* but to be sure, you were in the 
right, for what rignified my secretaryship when I had no 
business? 

The countess of Suffolk did not give up the firat em- 
ployment at court, for she had no other than mistress of 
the robes, beii^ 4001. a year, which the duchess of Dor- 
set had quitted to her, there being no lady of the bed- 
chamber's place vacant, and it not being quite proper for 
a countess to continue bedchamber woman; As to her 
part about Gay, that I cleared .to you long ago; for, to 
my certain knowledge, no woman was ever a belter 
friend than she by many ways proved herself to hinu 

* Ao Iridi t Ept t ak m, 8. 
VOL. XIX. G 
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■arefsraied liy her enaple, so thatil is unponble to 
place them where they will hive a belter opportunitj of 
leanuDg what najr be liereaft^r of real advaotii^t to 
them. Dear or, I shall Impatieotlj wait jomt advioe : 
for fBBj afiain here require a looger i^teodaooe thao I 
expected. Yon will be so good as to let me know from 
Mr. Uogeo^ whether the duke of Dofset's letter be oome 
io answer to the lords justicesi that 1 may huny to Dub- 
lin ; for people are here impatieut at ha?iiig then chil- 
dren so long idle. I am apt to believe that if you put 
this matter in what light yon think proper to the lord 
ohiuicellor, he will not iosist upon a punctilio, whidi may 
prove a great loss to me. The bishop of Killmore can 
produce a letter I think sufficient to justify theif excel- 
lencies the lords justices in granting us patents. 

I wish yon long health and happiness, and shall, dear 
sir, ever have a grateful sense of, your friendship^ and 
be, with all respect. 

Tour most obedient and very humble servant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 



FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF CASHELKf 

DEAR SIR, CasluU^ April 7, 1 735; . 

I SUPPOSE by this time you have been informed, that 
Mr. Dunking n^as ordained here last Thursday, and that 

* One of the aecretariesto the lords josticefl. D. S. 

t Dr. Theophihis Boltoii. He wu rector of St WerborKh^ and 
chanceUor of the cathedral of St Patrick's; liiafaop of danfiert, 
Sept 12, 1722; translated to EatOiln, April 16, 1724; to CaAell, 
Jan. 6» 1729, and died in 1744. N. 

X The Reveifend Mr. Donkin, audMir of several poetical pieces 
that have been well reoetred. See VoL XI. N. 
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joar reeommeadatioiM got the better of my prejudieea 
to his UDhapfyy genius ; which, I hope, will, id some de- 
gree convince 3rou, that your pow^ over me is not yet 
quite worn out. 

. It is one of the greatest evils that attends those whom 
fortune has forsaken, that their friends forsake them too : 
and let me tell yotu, that your not seeing me the whole 
ivinter I was last in Dublin, was not a less raortificatioD 
to me, ibfLU all the hard sayings of the great parliament 
orators. However, I must own your taking any occa- 
sion to write to me at all, has made some amends ; for 
though you seem designedly to cover it, I think I per-' 
ceive some little marks of that former kindness, which I 
once pleased myself to have had a share in with your 
lawyer friends. When I conversed with politicians, I 
learned, that it was not prudent to seem fond of what 
one most desires : for which reason, I would not tell you, 

N 

that if this accident of your poetical friend should open 
a way' to our frequent meeting together again, and being 
put upon the old foot, as when I was your subject at 
St. Patrick's, I should think myself the happiest man in 
the world ; but this I will say, that if it falls out so, this 
last heavy period of my life will be much more tolerable 
than it is at present. 

I am now wholly employed in digging up rocks, and 
making the way easier to the church ; which if I can 
succeed in, I design to repair a very venerable old Cabric, 
that was built here in the time of our ignorant (as we are 
pleased to call them) ancestors. I wish this age had a 
little of thehr piety, though we gave up, instead of it, 
some of our immense erudition. What if you spent a 
fortnight here this summer? I have laid aside all my 
country politics, sheritTs* elections, feasts, ^*c. And I 
fancy, it would not be disagreeable to you, to see King 
Cormack's chapel, his bedchamber, d:c. all built, be- 
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jobd. controTersy, abore eight hundred jean ago^ whes 
he was kiog, as well as archbishop. I really ioteod t9 
laj oat a thoiuaod pounds to preserve this old church ; 
and I am sure, you would be of service to poeteritj, if 
yon assisted me id the doiog of it ; at least, if you ap- 
proved the destgo, you would give the greatest pleasure, 
I assure you, to 

Tour most affectioDate and 

Faithful humble servant, 

THEO. CASHELL. 



TO MR. THOMAS BEACH,* 

Merchant in Wrexhatn, Denbighsliire ; to be left at the 
Customhouse Warehouge in Chester, and given to 
Stephen Lovel, Esq. collector of the customs in Cbes* 
ter. 

SIR, DubUny April 12, 1735« 

After the fate of all Poets, you are no favourite of 
Fortune ; for your letter of March 31 did not come to 
my hand|i ill two days after Sir William Fownes's 
death ; who, having been long afflicted with the store 

* Mr. Thomas Beach, the person to whom this letter is addressefl, 
was a wine merchant at Wrexham, in Denbighshire. He was a man 
of learning, of great humanity, of an easy fortune, and was mncl^re- 
spected. He published in April, 1737, in 4to. " Eugeoio, or a Virtooos 
and Happy Life,** and is inscribed to Mr. Pope; the poem to which 
in this letter the dean alludes. It was by no means destitute of poe- 
tical merit He is said by some to have entertained very blameable 
notions in religion ; but this appears rather to be conjecture than a 
well established fact. It is certain he was at times grievously afflict- 
ed with a very terrible disorder in his head, to which his friends m- 
cribed his melancholy catastrophe. On the 17th of May, 1737, soon 
after the publication of hb poem, he cut his throat with such shock- 
ing resolution, that it wa« reported his head was almost severed from 
his body. N. 
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knd other disorders, beside great old age, died about nine 
dajs ago. If he had recovered, I should have certain- 
ty waited on him with jour poem,' and recommended it 
and the author very heartity to his favour. I have seen 
fewer good panegjrioks than any other sort of writing, 
especially in verse, and therefore I much' approve the 
method you have taken ; I mean, that of describing a 
person who possesseth every virtue, and rather waving 
that Sir William Fownes was in your thoughts, than 
that your picture was like in every pai't. He had in- 
deed a very good natural understanding, nor wanted a 
talent for poetiy ; but his education denied him learn- 
ing, for he knew no other language except his own ; 
yet he was a man of taste and humour, as well as a wise 
and useful citizen, as appeared by some little treatise for 
regulating the government of this city ; and I often 
wished his advice had been taken. I read your poem 
several times, and showed it to three or four judicious 
friends, who all approved it, but agreed with me, that 
it wanted some corrections."* .Upon which I took a 
number of lines, which are in all 299, the odd number 
being occasioned by what they call a triplet, which was 
a vicious way of rhyming, wherewith Dryden abound- 
ed) and was imitated by all the bad versifiers in Charles 
the Second*s reign. Dryden, though my near relation,t 

* From a perusal of the printed poem, we 6nd that Mr. Beach 
adil^ted every one of the dean^s biota and corrections. Even the 
triplet is discarded, and the poem now consists of three hundred 
Hues. N. 

f " It is not easy to ascertain the exact decree of relationship be« 
tween Dryden and Swift. He is said by his kinsman, Deane Swift, 
and by Hawkesworth after him, to have been our author's second 
cousin, the grandson of Elisabeth, one of the daughters of Sir Era»* 
mus Driden ; but this could not be the case, for that lady was mar- 
ried to Sir Richard Philips, Bart. The wife, therefore, of Thomas 
Swift, being acknowledged to have been Elizabeth Dryden, must be 
sought for in some other branch of the Dryden family. Trom Mer* 
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is one I have ofteo blamed as well as pitied. He waa 
poor, and io great haste to finish his plays^ becanae hj 
them he chiefly sufiported his family, and this made hkn 
so very uncorrect; he likewise brought ia the Alexan- 
drine verse at the end of his triplets. I was so angry 
at these corruptions, that about twenty-four years ago I 
banished them all by one triplet, with the Alexandrine, 
upon a very ridiculous subject.'^ I absolutely did pre- 
vail with Mr. Pope, and Gay, and Dr. Young, and one 
or two more, to reject them. Mr. Pope never used them 
till be translated Homer, which was too long a work to> 
be so very exact in : pjaA I think in one or two of his 
last poems he has, out of laziness, done (he saaie thing, 
though very seldom. I now proceed to what I would 
have coiTccted in your poem. Line 6, for hanX r^nd 
fvant : I abhor tliose hanHs and won'tSy &c. &c, they are 
detestable in verse as well as prose. L. 46, for rvhUU, 

curius Kusticus, p. 73, it appears, that in October, 1642, sbe had, be- 
tide teo children who supplicated her plunderers for bread, an ifi/taU 
in tlie cradle, and afterward she had three more children ; so that die 
probably was younger than any of the daugliters of Sir firuBma 
Driden, all of whom, I believe, were born before the year 1600. Oa 
her husband's living being sequestered, the profits of it were consigned 
to Jonathan Drydtn, minister, who was probably her brother; asd 
they were the children of a brother of Sir Erasmus Driden; be bad 
five brothers. If 1 am right in this coi^ecture, the Dean of St. ^«- 
trick's father and our author were only second cousins. Swift's grand- 
father, Thomas, had ten son?, of which thfe fifth, Jonathan (the Dean*8 
father,) was probably named from Jonathan Drydcn above mentioned, 
who was, I believe, his uncle. Another of the sons (who as yml ts 
Jonathan was an attorney) was called DrOen Swift, in honour of bis 
mother ; a circumstance which confirms the tradition concerning the 
relationship betweeq these two celebrated men. Swift, in one of bii 
letters, calls Dryden his near relation ; but in the last age a grtater 
account was made of consanguinity than at present. A second or 
third cousin waithen considered ai a near relation.*' MalofuU Life 
e/ Dryden, K. 
* See tbe conclodiAg linei of the Description of a City Shower. N. 
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put wtdle. L. 83, derives^ I doubt, there is do Verb de> 
poneot, but always active. L. 100, '^ If NoU usurps^ 
or Joiner /' Noll is too much a cant word for a grave 
poem ; aod as to James^ he was a weak bigoted papist, 
desirous, like all kings, of absolute power, but' not pro- 
perly a tyrant. P. 109. Jndmdst harsh and rough, 
the elision unluckily placed. L. 115, 116. I cannot 
suffer an ill rhyme, such as seen and scene ; (I fcrgut the 
triplet in L. 108, which 1 wish n^ere clipped of one of 
its three wings ;) and L. 110, toOUry^ I wish it were tit 
Glory. L. 118. Does. This word should be avoid- 
ed, as a mere expletive. L. 155. Does. The same 
^ault. L. 161. The Ingrate. This verse is not right 
measure, but sounds very ill. L. .201. Cheerful^ Ac, 
This Terse wants a verb, as are^ iSt. some other. 204. 
Does. L. 21 7, for pervade it should be pervades. L. 21 8, 
and grows, Quere, is not or more proper ? L. 278> 
Cuzzoni fam'd. This is an expletive, not a proper epi- 
thet. L. 289. That dares. The word thaiy as it is 
placed, spoils the whole line, and is not proper, for the 
right word should be who. L. 294. Reascend. I know 
nbt the reason for this word. Why not rather ascend ? 
I slipped, L. 290, Thany I suppose you only meant 
then. You will do right to read over your poem care- 
fully, and observe where there be any more oversights 
of the same kind with those I have noted, and to becor- 
' rected ; which you can do better than any other person. 
A mend can only see what is amiss, but the writer caa 
. mend it more easily. All you desire in relation to Sir 
William Fownes is at an end by his death ; otherwise I 
should gladly have performed it in the best and most ef- 
fectual manner I was able. As to the publishing \i here, 
I utterly differ from you. Ko printer iu this beggarly 
town, and enslaved starving kingdom, would print it 
without being paid his full charge of his labour, nor 
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would be able to sell two dozen unl^ he could afford it 
for a penay. I would rather advise you to have it pub- 
lished io LoDdoo bj Motte or liotot, w any other book* 
seller there who deals in poetry. It woi^d beAr a shil* 
lio^ price ; but as I presume you are not much known 
as a poet in that great city, you should get some person 
of consequence to recommend it. 

As to what things are printed here on supposition they 
were mine, the thing was done directly against my incli- 
nations, out of the disdain I had of their being publish^' 
ed in so obscure and wretched a country. But I would 
have been well enough satisfied if the booksellers io 
London could have agreed among themselves tp print 
them there ; and I believe, they now repent they did 
not, because every pciuter there hath a property in their 
copy ; and what things are supposed to be mine belong-. 
ed to several booksellers, who might have shared equal- 
ly, according to. what copies they held. I have been 
called away till evening : however, my paper could af- 
ford me but little more room if I had staid. I am, with 
true esteem, sir. 

Tour most humble servant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 



FROM ALDERMAN BARBER. 

I 

# 
]«AR BIB, Quem Square^ April 22, 1735. 

It was with great pleasure I had the favour of your 
roost obliging letter by the hands of Mr. Richardsoo, 
agent to the Irish society ; for as I am always proud t^ 
receive your .commands^ he may depend upon any ser- 
vice I can d . him that is in my power : when I say this^ 

I make you no great compliment | for as that gentlemao'a 

a 2 
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merit has raised him to the post he oow enjoya under the 
society, it is hardly to be doubted but- that hia Integrity ' 
and good conduct for the fuiure, will easily preserve Ina 
interest in that; body. 

I am very sorry to hear that your old complaints iiroiih 
your head continue; and the more so, because they have 
de{ rived your friends here of the great pleasure and 
satififaction of set ing you among them, which is a send- 
ble mortification to them indeed ; but I am very much 
pleased witli the account you give of your way of living, 
because I am a living instance, how the economy you 
are under must necessarily preserve your life many 
years. I have the gout someliffies, the asthma very 
much, and of late frequent pains in my bowels; and 
yet, by keeping in a constant regular way, I battle them 
all, and am in much better health than I was twelve 
years ago, when four top physicians pronounced me a 
dead man, and sent me abr ad to die. I ride when I 
can, but not in winter; for the fogs and mists, and cold 
weather, murder me. I dtink a pint of claret at din- 
ner (none at night) and have a good stomach, with a bad 
digestion : but I have good spirits^ and am cheerful, I 
thank God. 

I beg pardon for entertaining you so long with my in- 
firmities, which I would humbly apply, that if my being 
regular, with so maay distempers, preserves me to al- 
most a miracle, what must the same method produce io 
ywi? 

About ten days ago I saw Mr. Pope, who la very 
!ipell : so is the lord of Dawley.*^ 

It is a melancholy reflection you make, how many 
friends you have lost «nce good Clueen Anne's time. 
Many indeed t for there are very few left. The loss of 

• BoliB||;broke. J). & 
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a friend is tbe loss of a limb, not to be restored. Poor 
Ladj Masham' among the rest Our friend the doctor* 
I am afraid did not take the care he ought to have d<taie. 
I am told he was a great epicure, and denied himself too- 
thing. Possiblj he might think the play not worth the 
candle. Tou may remember *Dr. Garth said he was 
glad when be was dying ; for he was weary of having 
Ihs shoes palled off and on. As for my part, I am re- 
solved to make the remains of my life as easy as I can, 
and submit myself entirely to the will of God. 

You will give me leave, sir, just to congratulate you 
on your public spirit (and for which all mankind ap- 
plaud 3^ou) in erecting an hospital for the unhappy. It 
is truly worthy of your great soul, and for which the 
present and the ftituve age must honour and revere your 
memory ! I dare say no more on this head for fear of 
offending. 

That God Almighty would please to restore your 
iiealth, and preserve you many years for the good of 
mankind, is the hearty prayer of, sir, , ' 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

My service to Dr. Delany* 



FROM MRS. PRATT. 

SBi, lAmdon^ Jpril 22^ 1735. 

I WBOTs in such baste that I forgot to make my Lady 
^vile's addiowiadgmentSy which before she left thi% 
she engaged me to do in a particular manner from her, 
by assuring you that she is your obliged humble servant, 
and wishes you all happiness, as many more do among 

• ArbothMt D. S. 
a 3 
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your friends^ here. 'Her number of children ii,t£iree^ 
two ghrh and a boy; who^, thank God, seew jftO' 
mkiog. 

My liond Shelbume^ who is just come to town for 
two or three days, desires his sincere coropliments to youy 
ioifites yOu: nest, June to an empty town house,, and 
wishes that accommodation of removing yon from the 
inconreniencies of a lodging, may tempt you to a change 
of air, and to come among your friends. I wish I coukt 
tempt you to come hither, as I long to have the [4 
sure •£ asburing you in person, how sincrely I am, sir. 

Your ever obliged and 

Most faithful humble servant, 

H. PRATT. 



FROM WILLIAM PULTENET,^ ESQ,, 

sne,^ London, April 29, 1 735w 

I AM obliged ta you for your letter by Dr. Stopford ; 
to which I am sorry I can so sooi^ by him, return you 
an answer. I have scarce had any oppcntanity of see- 
ing him. One day, belkvug we should have bad w» 
business in parliament, I dtsired him to ^ne with me ; 
but unluckily a debate arose, which kepi wT till nine at 
night before we sat dawn to dinner. We have bad a 
very fiaitiguing session, more from the severe attendance 
en eleetions, than any other public business. The mi- 
nisters have been defeated in their expectation of weed- 
ing the house ; and upoo the whoK we stand atHMger 
ju numbers than we did at fint setting out 

I have sent yon the copy of a Ull^ now depending is 
OUT bouse, ^ for the ebeouragement of learping,'' as the 
title bears ;' but I tihink it is rather of advantage to 
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boolnelkiB tbtti anthon. Whether it will pass or not 
this aearioD, I cannot say ; bat if it flhould not, I should 
» be glad of jour thoughts upon it against another sesrion. 
It seems to me to be cxtremelj imperfect at present. I 
hope 70a hare manj more writings to oblige the world 
with, than those which have been so seandaloaalj stden 
from joo. And when a bill of this nature passes in 
England (as I hope it wiU next year) 70a ma7 then se^ 
cure the propert7 to aii7 friend, or an7 charitable use 
70U think fit 

I thank 70a §mr the many kind expressions of friend- 
ship in 7our letter. If aiy public conduct has recom- 
mended me to 70Br esteem, I am extremefy proud of the 
reward, and yalue it more than those do, who attain fool- 
ish ribands, or footish titles, vUia sdrvUuiis jnnma^ 
Fnj therefore oonthiue me 7onr fiiendsbip, and believe 
me, with the greatest siocerity and regard, dear sir. 
Tour most humble and obedient servant, 

W. PUIiTENEY. 

Lord Bolingbroke is going to France with Lord Berke^ 
ley; but, I believe, will return again in a few 
months. 

I. will take a proper orportunit7 of reconmiending Dr. 
Stopford to the duke of Dorset ; but I think it is not 
7et ^uite certain, that he wifl continue lord lieiitenant ^ 
I mean, that if he perceives that he is to be tuned out 
soon after Us return from iTelaod, posriUy he may 
desire not to go. 

• ThbmihcfaoheattstoeiteiititflfsnlofSrth. D. 8. 
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TO LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

MADAM, May By 1735. 

I FIND your ladyship seems not very much pleased 
with your office of secretary ; . which, howeyer, you 
must be obliged to hold during the duke's government, if 
I happen to outlive it, which for your comfort, consi- 
dering my health, is not very likely. I have not been 
a troublesome petitioner to his grace, and intend to be 
less ; and, as I have always done, wiU principally con- 
uder my lord duke's honour. I have very few friends 
in want. I have kindred enough, but not . a grain of 
merit among them, except one female, who is the only 
cousin I suffer to see me. When I had credit for some 
years at court, I provided for above fifty people in both 
kingdoms, of which, not one was a relation. I. have 
neither followers, nor fosterers^ nor dependers; so that if 
I lived now among the great, they might be sure I would 
never be a solicitor, out of any regard but merit and 
virtue; and in that case, I would reckon I was doing 
them the best service in my power : and if they were 
good for any thing, I would expect their thanks; for 
they want nothing so much as an honest judicious re- 
commender, which in perfect modesty, I take>my8e]f to 
be. Dr. Sheridan is gone to his school in the country, 
and was only delayed so long on account of some very 
unnecessaiy forms, contrived by his grace's most cautious 
deputies. 

My letter is but just begun ; the laiger half remains :* 
tnd your ladyship is to make a fresh use of your secre- 
tary's employment The countess of Kerry, my lo^g 
friend and mistress, commanded me to attend her yeitor- 

* This 18 lodicroaallF said, as being a coimnoa bhmderim ifT wrfna 
ortbelrisb. 8. 
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day : she told me, that Mr. Deeriog, late deputy clerk of 
the council, being dead, she had thoughts of soliciting the 
same office for her younger son^ Mr. John fltzmaurice. 
Her eldest son, Lord Fltzmaurice, has for some years 
been plagued with a wife and no wife.* The case has 
been tried in both kingdoms, and he stands excommuni^ 
cated and forced to live abroad, which is a very great 
misfortune to the earl of Kerry and his lady ; and they ^ 
have nothing left to comfort them but their younger son, 
who has lately married very honestly and indisputably. 
He is a young gentleman of great regularity, very well 
educated, but has no employment ; therefore, his parents 
would be very desirous he should have one, and this, of 
deputy clerk of the council here^ would be a very proper 
introduction to business. It is understood here, that the 
purchase of the deputy clerk's office is the usual perqui- 
site of the chief clerk, with the consent of the chief go^ 
vernor ; with which, my hard and Lady Keny would 
very readily and thankfully fall in. And as the earl of 
Kerry's is one of the most ancient and noble families of 
the kingdom, his younger, and only son of which he has 
any hopes, might well pretend to succeed in so small an 
office, upon an equal foot with any other penK>n. I oWn 
this proposal of mine is more suitable to the corruption of 
the times, than to my own speculative ilotions of virtue ; 
but I must give some allowance to the degeneracy of 

* When ihe woman whe daimed a marriage with this yoooc noUe- 
Baii died, he married LAdy Gertrude Lambert, eldett daoj^hter to 
Richard, earl ol Cavao, Juoe 29, 1738, by whom he had the pment 
earl of Kerry. The Honoarable John Fitunaarke, here racommcnd- 
cd by Dr. Swift fioramaU employmeotfl, afterward succeeded his uncle, 
Henry, earl of Sbelbume, in an iounense estate, both real and per- 
sonal, in England and Irelattd; took the name of Petty; and was 
created earl of Shelbume, in Ireland, in 17A3$ and Baroo Wyeonbe 
in Eoftlaod, May 20, 1760. He died in IVfay, 1761. The prcfeat 
vaniuiioflAMdowiJtluiMo. 8teMoie,pwM4 jf. 
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maokiody and the passioa I have to my Ifldj Kerrjr, 

D. never writes to me. No man alive can convince 
Talalderahla; and whed we come fiext, it is the same 
thing with Berby and Barnard. Plurality of dinhers 
and dignities he has; and so Mandragoras confirms it to 
all members in an episode of sage and brandy. 



FROM MRS. DONNELLAN. 

siB« Mty 10, 1735. 

I SHOULD before this have returned you thanks for the 
favour of your letter, but that I feared too quick a cor- 
respondence might be troublesome to you. When I re- 
ceive a very great honour and favour, I think it ungene- 
rous immediately to sue for another, though I have the 
highest sense of the obligation. 

Yon say you want me to assert your right over our 
sex ; and your letter is so powerful a bribe, that I fear 
I shall give them up to you, though I am a great asserter 
of their rights and privileges. As to the employments 
yoQ assign me, I readily undertake them all, though I 
know myself veiy unfit for some of them ; but I have 
such high examples on -my side, that I am not at all 
ashamed of pretending to more than I can do. I think 
I can be a very good nurse ; you shall teach me to be 
your companiou ; and, for a housekeeper, I will assure 
you I know to a farthing the lowest price of every thhi|^ 
though I am ever so ignorant of the matter. 

Mrs. Fendarves has, as you say, forsaken us : by my 
Lord Lansdown's death, her brother Mr. Granville is be- 
come possessed of eight hundred pound a year, and 
twenty thousand pound in money $ which was so settted 
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that my LordLansdown could not touch it Mr. Ora» 
rille is a man of great worth, and a very kind brother, 
and has it now in bis power to provide for their sister. 
Miss Granville, whom Mrs. Pendarves is extremely fond 
of: this you may imagine has been a cordial to her for 
Lord Lansdown's death, though she had a great regard 
for him. I tell her when she has married and settled her 
brother and sister, if she does not settle herself, she must 
think of her friends in Ireland ; and she promises me she 
will. 

It is so much my interest, sir, to believe you sincere, 
that I will not doubt it : I will rather think- you want 
judgment (which is very hard for me to do) or why 
should not I (which is still more pleasing) believe I have 
really those good qualities you ascribe to roe ? It will 
only make me vain; and who can be huQible when 
praised by you ? 

I think your indignation against our absenters very 
just, though some of my family suflTer by it ; but we are 
resolved to be no longer of the number, and propose leavr 
lug London this month. Poor Mrs. Barber has beea 
confined with the gout these three months; and I fear 
we sliall leave her so : her poems are generally greatly 
liked : there are, indeed, a few sevei-e critics (who think 
that judgment is only shown in finding faults) that say 
they are not poetic ; and a few fine ladies, who are not 
commended in them, that complain they are dull. 

I am very sorry Dr. Delaoy has given up his house 
in Dublin ; for one cannot, as often as one may wish it, 
command time and a coach to visit him at Dehrille. I 
hope though to be admitted into the new apartment, and 
to have the happiness of meeting you there. 

My brother Is highly honoured In the character you 
give him, which, though he is my brother, I must say I 
think a very just one : he will deliver you this letter. 
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and with it my best thanlu for ail your favoon; beio|, 
sir, with the highest gratitude, 

Tour roost obliged obedient servant, 

H. DONNELLAN. 

Mj best respects attend Dr. Delany and Dr. Helsham. 



TO MR. POPE. 

May 12, 1735. 

YouB letter was sent me yesterday by Mr. Stopford, 
who landed the same day, but I have not seen him. As 
to my silence, God*knows it is my great misfortune. 
My little domestic affairs are in great confiision by the 
villany of agents, and the miseries of thb kingdom, 
where there is no money to be had : nor am I un- 
concerned to see all thiogs tending toward 'absolute 
fH>wer, in both nations* (it Is here in perfection already) 
although I shall not live to see it established. This con- 
dition of things, both public and personal to myself has 
given me such a kind of despondency, that I am almost 
unqualified for any company, diversion, or amusement. 
The death of Mr. Gay and the doctor, have been terri- 
ble wounds near my heart. Their living would have 
been a great comfort to me, although I should never 
have seen them ; like a sum of money in a bank from 
which I should receive at least annual interest, as I do 
from you, and have done from my Lord Bolingbroke. 
To show in how much ignorance I live, it is hardly a 

* The dean was freqaeotly troubled, ai he tells us, with a giddi- 
nw in his head. Warburto:!. — But all who held this laoguafe were 
not giddy. The editor might have read the prefkce to IIammond*s 
Elecies, writtea by his patron Lord Gheiterikkl. Da. WAmTOV. 
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fortnight since I heard of the death of my Ladj Masham^ 
my constant friend in all changes of times. God faibid 
that I should expect you to make a voyage that would 
in the least affect your health : but in the mean time 
how unhappy am I, that my best friend should have 
perhaps the only kind of disordef*, for which "a sea voy- 
age is not in some degree a remedy. The old duke of 
Ormond said, he would not change his dead son (Osso- 
ry) for the best living son in Europe. Neither would I 
change you, my absent friend, for the best present friend 
round the globe. 

I have lately read a book imputed to Lord Boling- 
broke, called *' A Dissertation upon Parties."*" I think 
it very masterly written. 

Pray God reward you for your kind prayers : I be- 
lieve your prayers will do me more good than those of 
all the prelates in both kingdoms, or any prelates in Eu- 
rope, except the bishop of Marseilles. And God pre- 
serve you- for contributing more to mend the world, 
than the whole padL of (modern) parsons in a lump. 

I am ever entirely yours. 



* The befli, perhaps, of aU Bolingbroke's works ; written witfasrett 
force of reasoning, and in a style equally spirited and el^ant. One 
of the severest attacks ever made on Sir Robert Walpole, was the de- 
dication prefixed to this dissertation, when the papers that bad been 
first separately printed in the Craftsman ware collected into one to- 
lume, octavo. After the many things that have been said for and 
against his long ministry, his want of skill and knowledge in conduct- 
ing foreign afl&irs was most frequently repeated. In a letter written 
i n 1776, the King of Prussia aflirms expressly, that Walpole used to lay, 
'' 1 leave Europe to my brother, and reserve only England to myself. V 
Dr. Waiiton. 
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•*i«0 WILLIAM PULTENET, ESCt 

BiR, DubHn, May 12, 1735. 

Mr. Stopford fended yesterday, and sent me the 
letter which you were pleased to honour me with. I 
haye not yet seen him, for he called when I was not at 
hoDM. The reason why I ventured to recommend him 
to your protection, was your being his old patron, to 
whom he is obliged for all the preferment he got in the 
church. He is one of the most deserving gentlemen io 
the country, and has a tolerable provision, much more 
than persons of so 'much merit can in these times pretend 
to, in either kingdom. I love the duke of Dorset very 
well, having known him from his youth, and he has 
treated me with great civility since he came into this 
-government. It is true, his original principles, as well 
as his instructions from your side the water, make him 
act the usual part in managing this nation, for which he 
must be excused : yet I wish he would a little more 
consider, that people here might have some small share 
in employments civil and ecclesiastic, wherein my Lord 
Carteret acted a more popular part. The folks here, 
whom they call a parliament, will imitate yours in every 
thing, after the same manner as a monkey does a human 
creature. If my health were not so bad, although my 
years be ihany, I fear I might outlive liberty iu Eng- 
land. It has continued longer than in any other monar- 
chy, and must end as all others have done which were 
established by the Goths, and is now falling in the same 
manner that the rest have (Rhie. It is very natural for 
every king to desire unlimited power ; it is as proper an 
object to their appetites, as a wench to an abandoned 
young fellow, or wine to a drunkard. But what pu2h 
zles me is, to know how a man of birth, title, and fortune, 
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ctn fincl his acoooBt lo makiDg himself and his posteriijr 
slaves. They are pud for it; the court will r ciUw irikt 
their luxurj has destroyed; I have nothiof to olject 
But, let me suppose a chief minister, from a scanty for- 
tune, almost eaten up with debts, acquiring by all om- 
thods a monstrous overgrown estate, why he will still 
go on to endeavour making his master absolute, and 
thereby in the power of seizing all his possessions at his 
pleasure, and han^ng cnr banishing him into the bai^gain* 
Therefore, if I were such a minister, I would act like a 
pnitlent gamester, and cut, as the sharper calls it, before 
luck began to change. What if such a minister, when 
he had got two or three millions, woifld pretend convic- 
tion, seem to dread attempts upon liberty, and bring - 
over all his forces to the country side ? As to the lust of 
absolute power, I despair it can ever be cooled, unless 
princes had capacity to read the history of the Ro* 
man Emperors, how many of them were murdered bj 
their own army ; and the same may be said of the Otto- 
mans by their janissaries ; and many other examples are 
easy to be' found. If I were such a minister, I would 
go farther, and endeavour to be king myself. Such feats 
have happened among the petty tyrants Oi old Greece, 
and the worst that happened was only thdr being mur- 
dered for their pains. 

I believe in my conscience that you have some mer- 
cenary edd in all your endeavours to preserve the liber- 
ty of your country at the expense of your quiet, and 
of making all the villains in England your enemies. 
For you stand almost alone, and therefore are sure, if 
you succeed, to engross the.whole glory of recovering a 
desperate constitution^ given over by ail its other phjrsit 
cians. May God work a miracle, by changing the 
hearts of an abandoned people, whose hearts are waxen 
gross, whose ears are dull of hearing, and whose eyes 
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have been closed ; and ma^ hecoDtinue yoa as his chief 
instammeot, by whom this miracle is to be wrought. 

I send this letter io a packet to Mr. Pope, and by a 
private hand. I praj Ood protect you agaiust all your 
enemies ; I me^o those of your country ; for you can 
have no other; and as you will never be weary of well 
doing, so may God give you long life and health the 
better to support you. 

You are pleased to mention some volumes of what are 
called my wcnrks. I have looked on them very little. 
It is^a great mortification to me, although I should not 
have been dissatisfied if sucli a thing had been done in 
England by booksbllers agreeing among themselves. I 
never got a farthing by any thing I writ, except once 
about eight years ago, and that was by Mr. Pope's pru- 
dent management for me. Here the printers and book- 
sellers have no property in their copies. The printer* 
applied to my friends, and got many things from Eng- 
land. The man was civil and humble^ but I had no 
dealings with him, and therefore he consulted some 
friends, who were readier to direct )iim than I desired 
they should. I saw one poem on you and a great miuis- 
t^, and was not sorry to fiod it there. 

I fear you are tired ; I cannot help it ; nor could 
avoid the convenience of writing, when I might be in 
no danger of post-officers. I am, sir, with the truest 
respect and esteem. 

Your most obedient and 

obliged humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

I desire to present my most humble respects to Mrs. 
Fulteney.. 

* Mr. Qeorge Faulkner. N. 
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FROM MRS. PENDARVES. 

SIR, Miu/l^ 1735. 

You have never yet put it in my power to accnie 
jou of want of civility ; for since my acquaintance with 
you, you have always paid me more than I expected : 
but I may sometimes tax you with want of kindness ; 
wliich, to tell you the tnitli, I did for a month at least. 
At last I was informed your not writing to me was occa- 
sioned by your ill state of health ; that changed my dis- 
content, but did not lessen it ; and I have not yet quite, 
determined it in my mind, whether I would have you 
dck or negligent of me : they are both great evils, and 
bard to choose out of: I heartily wish neither may 
happen. Ton call yourself by a great many ugly 
names, which I take ill ; for I never could bear to hear 
a person I value abused. I, fcnr that reason, must desire 
you to be more upon your guard when you speak of 
yourself again : I much easier foigive your calling me 
knave and fool. I am infinitely obliged to you for the 
concern you express for the weakness of my eyes : they 
are now very welL I have had a much greater affRo- 
tion on my spirits, which prevented my' writing sooner 
to you. My sbter (the only one I have, and an ex- 
traordinary darling) has been extremely indisposed this 
whole winter. I have had all the anxiety imaginable 
on her account ; but she is now in a better way, and I 
hope past all danger. I would rather tell you somewhat 
that is pleasant ; but how can I ? I am just going to 
lose Mrs. Donnellan, and that is enough to damp the 
liveliest imagination ; it is not easy to express what one 
feels on such an occasion : the loss, of an agreeable, sen- 
sible, useful companion, gives a pain at the heart not to 
be described. You happy Hibernians that are to reap 
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the benefit of my distress, will hardly think of any thing 
but yovr ovn joy, and not afford me one crain of pity. 
Thus thinp are carried in this world, the rich forget 
the poor. I am sorry the sociable Thursdays, (hat used 
to bring together so many agreeable friends at Dr. De- 
lany's, are broke up : though Delville has its beauties, 
it is more out of the way than Stafford-street I be- 
lieve you have had a quiet winter in Dublin ; not so 
has it been with us in London. Huny, wrangling, ex- 
travagance, and matrimony, have reigned with great im- 
petuosity. The newspapers I suppose have mentioned 
the ntimber of great fortunes that are going to be roar* 
ried. Our operas have given much cause of dissension. 
Men and wonj^n have been deeply engaged ; and no de« 
bate in the house of commons has been urged with more 
warmth : the dispute of the merits of the composers and 
singers is carried to so great a height, that it is much 
feared, by all true lovers of music, that operas' will be 
quite overtiurned. I own, I think, we make a very silly 
figure about it. I am obliged to you for the two Latin 
lines in your last letter : it gave me a fair pretence of 
chowing the letter to have them explained ; and I have 
gained no small honour by that. I hope, sir, though 
you threaten me with not writing, that you will change 
your mind : the season of the year will give you spirits, 
and I shall be glad to share the good efiects of them. I 
am, sir. 

Your most obliged humble servant, 

M. PENDARVES. 

When you see Mrs. Donnellan, she will entertain you 
with a second edition of Fauset, too tedious for a let- 
ter. I have made a thousand blunders, which I am 
ashamed of. 
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tROM LADY BETTY BROWNLOWJE. 

feiR, May 19, 1735. 

I HATE the honbur to send you the enclosed letter, 
and the cover, as it carae to Mr. Brownlowe. I hope 
your frugal correspondent has not, at your expense, in- 
curred the proverb of being penny wise, &c. and there- 
by occasioned your being a sufferer by any delay of bu- 
siness. I should beg pardon for not having obeyed your 
commands in wnting sooner, but that I am the only suf- 
ferer by it, by being deprived of the satisfaction of 
hearing of your health. The extreme cold weather we 
have had this month, has made the country much less 
agreeable than usual at this time of the year ; but this 
having been a fine morning, I have been amused very 
much to my satisfaction with laying out what I think a 
very pretty design in ray garden. I like my gardener 
mightily, and found every thing in his care in perfect 
good order ; but the coldness of the season makes every 
thing very backward : the cucumbers are not larger 
than gherkins. I beg, if you honour me with a line, 
you will let me know how both Lady Acheson and Mrs* 
Acheson do, for I have a sincere concern for both their 
welfares. We go next week to make a visit to our 
Triends at Seaford, where we propose staying about a 
fortnight. I heard yesterday you had thoughts of going 
to Cashel : if it were possible for me to have the hap- 
piness to be present at yours and the archbishop's con- 
versation, I am certain I should retrieve my character, 
and that you would allow me to be a good listener, which, 
through other people's faults, you do not know ; for I 
assure you I have too great a desire to be informed and 
improved, to occasion any interruption in your conver* 
sation, except when I find you purpoself^ let yourself 

VOL. XIX4 H 
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d9WD to such capscifies as mine, with an ioteotiooy as I 
suppoit, to give us the pleasure of babUiug. Mr.^ 
Browolowe desires you will accept of his compliMOrti 
and I am, shr, with great respect, your tn^ aibctioiiate 
aod obedient humble servant, • 

ELIZABETH BROWNLOWE. 



' FROM LADY BETTY OERMAIIS^. 

Ma^ 27, 1735. 

It 18 true enough, my love to business is not great, with- 
out my capacity was better; but, however, you should 
have had a quicker answer to your letter, but that I find 
Mr* Fitzmaurice has already made application by se- 
veral other hands, and so have many members of par- 
liament. The answer, given to them all, has been, that 
it will not yet be disposed of: and my opinion is, that 
probably when Lord Oeoige Sackville comes over, he 
will humbly desire his father, or whoever is chief go- 
vernor, that he may, without any political view, have 
the disposal of it l^msel^ as it is bis^ own private con- 
cern. 

I did not know Lady Kepnl^ had the hoiiour of being 
your mistress and favouitj^ : however, I approve of 
your taste. For, many yea'r^ or rather an age ago, she 
and I were very well acquai&ted^ and I thought ber a 
iDigbty sensible agreeable woman ; so, upon that account, 
^8 well as youra, I should be very glad to be sendceable 
to ber in any thing in my power. 

Now I have given you what answer I can on this 
subject, I must recommend to you an affair, which has 
given me some small palpitations of the heart, which is^ 
that you should not wrap up old shoes, or o^kct^ 
^rmons, in my letters; but that what of them have 
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beea spared from going toward makiog gin fur (hjjs ladles, 
may henceforth be committed instantly to the flames :* 
for, you being stigmatised with the name i>f a wit, Mr. 
Curl! win tAe to (he dunghill for your correspondence. 
And, as to my part, I am satisfied with having been ho^ 
noured in print, by your amoroiN^ satirical, and gallant 
letters-t 

The summer has done your old friend Mrs. Floyd a 
great deal of service. As for tny saucy niece, I would 
advise you both to be better, acquainted before you fall 
foul of one another. The duchess of Dorset is still at 
Bath, and the waters have done her good. The duke 
is now confined by a fit of the gout, which, I believe, b 
very well for him, because I doubt he had a little of it 

in his stomach. 

Adieu, &C. 



FROM TH£ ARCHBISHOP OF CASHELL: 

DSAR SIR, Cashell, Mny 31, 1735. 

I UAVB been so unfortunate in all my contests of late, 
that I am resolved to have no more, especially where I 
am likely to be overmatched ; and as I have some rea- 
son to hope what b past wiU be foigotten. I confess, I 
did endeavour in my last to put the best colour I could 
think of upon a very bad cause. My friends judge 
right of my idleneaB, but in reality, it has hitherto pro- 
ceeded from a hurry and confusion, arising from a thou- 
sand unhicky unforeseen accidents, rather than mere 
sloth. 



* See Swift*8Uiiirer, dated June 8, 1735. N. 

t Seem letter from Lftd^BeUgrOcniniBfditedjQl^ 12, 1786. NJ } 
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I have but one troublesome aifair now upon roj faands^ 
which by the help of the pHme sergeant I hope soon 
(o get rid of; and then you shall see me a true Trish 
bishop. Sir James Ware has made a very useful collect 
tion o£ the memorable actions of all my predecessors. 
He tells us, they were born in such a town of England 
or Ireland; were consecrated such a year, and if not 
translated, were buried in their cathedral church, either 
on the north or south side. Whence I conclude, that a 
good bishop has nothing more to do than to eat, drink, 
grow tat, rich, iand die ; which laudable example, I pro- 
pose for the remainder of my Hie to follow-: for, to tell 
you the truth, I have for these four or five years past 
met with so much treachery, baseness, and ingratitude, 
among mankind, that I can hardly think it incumbent 
upon any man to endeavour to do good to so perverse a 
generation. 

I am. tmly concerned at the account you give me of 
your health. Without doubt a southern ramble will 
prove the best remedy you can take to recover your 
flesh ; and I do not know, except in one stage, where you 
can choose a road so suited to your circumstances, as 
from Dublin hither. You have to Kilkenny a turnpike, 
and good inns at every ten or twelve miles end. From 
Kilkenny hither is twenty long miles, bad road, and no 
ion at all : but, I have an expedient for you. At the 
foot of a very high bill, just midway, there lives in a 
neat thatched cabin, a parson, who is not poor; his wife 
is allowed to be the best little woman in the world. Her 
chickens are the fattest, and her ale tfaf best in all the 
country. Besides, the parson l^as a little cellar of his 
own, of which he keeps the key, where he always has a 
hogshead of the best wine that can be got, in bottles 
well -corked, upon their side ; and he cleans, and pulls 
out the cork better, I think, than Robip. Here I design 
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to medt you with a coach : if you be tired, you shall 
stay all night ; if not, aftetdiuner, we wiH set out about 
four, and be at Cashell by pine; and, by going through 
fields and by-ways, which the pai-son will show us, we 
shall escape all the rocky and storty roads that Jie be* 
tween this place and that, which are certainly very bad. 
I hope you will be so kind as to let me know a post or 
two before you set out, the very day you will be at Kil- 
kenny, that I may have all things prepared for you. It 
may be, if you ask him, Cope will come : he will dono- 
lliing for me. Therefore, depending upon your positive 
proRjise, I shall add no more arguments to pei*suade you. 
And am, with the greatest truth, your most faithful and 
obedient humble servant, 

THEO. CASHELL. 



TO LADY BETTY GERMAm. 

MADAM, June 8, 1735. 

I TROUBLE you soouer than usual, in acknowledging 
your letter of May 27th, because there are some pas- 
sages in it that seem to require a quick answer. If I 
forget the date of mine, you must impute it to my ill 
head : and if I live two years longer, I shall first fprget 
my own name, and last your ladyship^a. I gave my 
Lady Kerij an account of what you said in relation to 
her son, with which she is fully satisfied. I detest the 
house of lords, for their indulgence to such' a profligate 
prostitute villain as Curli ; but am at a loss how be 
could procure any letters written to Mr. Pope ; although* 
by the vanity or indiscretion of correspondents, Uic 
rogue might have picked up some that went from hhn. 
Those Ifetters have not yet been sent hither; therefore I 
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can farm no judgment on them» When I was leaving 
England, upon the queen's death, I burnt all the letters I 
could find, thai I bad received from ministers for several 
years before, fiut^ as to the letters I recdvie from joorlar 
ctysbip, I neither ever did or ever will bum any of them, 
take it as you please : for I never burn a letter that is en- 
tertaining,^ and eonsequently will give me new pleasure 
TV hen it is foigottcn. It is true, I have kept some let- 
ters merely out of friendisliip, although they sometimes 
Tvanted true spelling and good sense, and some others 
vrhose writers are dead : for X live like a monk, and 
hate to forget ray departed friends. Tet I am sometimes 
too nice ; for I burnt all my lord * * * *'8 letters, upon 
receiving one where he had used these words to me, 
" All I pretend to is a great deal of sincerity ;" which, 
indeed, was the chief virtue he wanted. Of those from 
my Lord Halifax, I burnt all but one : which I keep as 
a most admirable original of court promises and profes- 
sions. I confess also that I have read some passages in 
many of your letters, to a friend, but without naming 
you, only ^ that the writer was a lady,** which had 
such marks of good sense that often the hearers would 
not believe me. And yet I never had a letter of mine 
printed, nor of any others to me. 

Your ladyship very ranch surprlsA me with one pas- 
sage in your letter, which however I do not in the least 
understand ; where you say, you ''have been honour- 
ed in print by atoorous, satiriciBil, and gallant letters,'^ 
where there was no word but your bare name mention- 
ed. I can assure you, this Is to me altogether a riddle, 
and what I never heard the least syllable of; and wisli 
you ^ould explain it. No, madam, I will never forgive 
your insolent niece, without a most humble submissioa 
under her own hands ; wlucb if she will not comply 
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Viiihy I shall draw up letters between us, and send theip 
to Curil. 

I wiU tell your ladjehip a cause I have of complaint' 
against tlie duke of Dorset. I have written to him 
about four times since he was lieutenant ; and three of 
my letters were upon subjects that concerned him much 
more than it did any friend of mine, and not at all my- 
self ; but he was never pleased to return me an answer : 
which omission (for I djsdain to call it contempt) J can 
account for odly by some of the following reasons : He 
is either extremely busy in affairs of the highest impor- 
tance ; or he is a duke with a garter ; or he is a lieute- 
nant of Ireland : or he is of a very ancient noble con- 
traction ; or so obscure a man as I am is not worth his 
remembrance ; or, like the duke of Chandos, he is an 
utter stranger to me : and it would grieve me to' the 
soul to put them together upon any one article. The 
last letter I writ to his grace was upon an affair relat- 
ing to one of the favourite party, and yet a very honest 
gentleman ; which last circumstance, with submission to 
your ladyship, is what I seldom grant ; and the matter 
desired was a trifle. The letter before that related to 
a request made him by a senior fellow of this univer- 
sity, upon which I was earnestly pressed to write by 
some considerable members of the same body, which it 
highly concerned, as well as his grace's honour ; the 
demand being directly contrary to their statutes, and 
of the most pernicious consequence, not only to the uni- 
versity, but to the kingdom ; and for that reason, it is 
thought, his grace has chosen to let it fall, I suppose by 
much better causes of conviction than mine. I do a^ 
sure you, madam, that I have not been troublesome to 
my lord duke in any particular : since he has been go- 
vernor, m;^ letters have been at most but once a y^r, 
and my personal requests not so many ; nor any of 
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(hem for the least iQteresI that regarded myself. And 
although it be true that I do Dot much approve the con-* 
duct of Affairs ia either kingdom, vhereio I agree with 
vast numbers of both parties; yet I have utterly waved 
iutermeddlipg even in this enslaved kingdom, whepe 
perhaps I might have some influence to be troublesome ; 
yet I have long quitted all such thoughts, out of perfect 
despair : although I have sometimes wished, that the 
true loyal whigs here might be a little more consi- 
dered in the disposition of employments, notwithstanding 
their misfortune of being born on this side the channel^ 
which would gain abundance of hearts, both to the 
crpwn and his grace. My paper is so full, that I have 
not room to excuse its length. I remain. 

Your ladyship's, &c. 



FROM LORD OXFORD. 

Dover-Street^ June 19, 1 735., 

I COULD not suflTer Mr. Jebb to pass into Ireland 
ulihout giving you the trouble of reading a few lines 
from your humble servant, to inquire how you do, and 
to return you many thanks for your kind remembrances 
of me in your letters to my good frieod Mr. ?ope. I 
am much concerned for the account you give in your 
laUe letter to him of the state of your own health. I 
should think that the change of air, and seeing some of 
your remaining friends you have left in this island, 
would be of service to you, at least to entertain and 
amuse you : as for any other agreeable view I cannot 
pretend to flatter you so far as that you must expect 
any ; that is over, as I believe you know very well ; 
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but zs J know jou to be a truly good natured mao, I 
hope you will come over ; for I assure you it will be 
ao infinite satisfaction and pleasure to your friends to 
embrace you here. If this motive will not do^ I do 
not know what'ai^gument to make use of. 

I troubled you last year with an account of the dis- 
posal of my daughter : it has in every point answered 
our expectations and wishes. I was in hopes I should 
have been able to have given you an account that my 
daughter was safely brought to bed : we expect it every 
day. My wife is pretty well ; desires your acceptance 
of her humble service.: she, among others, would be 
very glad to see you here. My uncle, the auditor, is 
io a very ill state of health : I am afraid be cannot last 
very long : his son has, this spring, put to Westminster 
school two sons ; he has three more and a daughter. 
Mr. Thomas Harley has had the gout ; but he is bet- 
ter, and is at his seat in Hei-efordshire. The duke 
of Leeds is returned from his (ravels a fine gentleman, 
and has imported none of the fopperies and fooleries of 
the countries he has passed through. My nephew, Ro- 
bert Hay, travelled with the duke, and has come home 
untainted, but much improved : he is returned to Ox- 
ford to follow his studies : he designs for holy orders. 
My two- youngest nephews are still at Westminster 
school. Lord Dupplio has not yet got an employment f 
but lives upon hopes and promises. My sister lives in 
Yorkshire with her daughters, as well as she can, consi- 
dering the times, &c. Sic. Tfow I ask your pardon, 
dear sir, for saying so much of faoiily aflfairs ^ but as 
you are a good man, and have always wished nsy fami- 
ly well, I have ventured to be thus impertinent to give 
you the state of it. Master Pope is pretty well : he is 
under persecution from Curll, who has by some means, 

(wicked ones moist certainly) got hold of some of Pope's 

u 2 
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private letters, vUch he haff printed, and tlneatens more. 
We are in so free a'state, that there is oo remedy against 
these evils. 

It is now time to release you frdm this dull paper : but 
I must assure you, what I hope you know alseady, that 
I am, withtrue respect and esteem, sir, your most obliged 
and most faithful humble servant, 

OXFORD. 

Please to be so good as to make my compliments to Lord. 
Orrery: 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

I SUPPOSE you are now angle ling with your tack ling 
in a purr Kug stream, or pad ling and say ling in a boat,, 
or sad ling your stum ling horse with a sap ling in your 
hands, and snare ling at your groom, or set ling your af- 
fairs, or tick ling your cat, or tat ling with your neigh-^ 
hour Price ; not always toy ling in your school. This 
dries ling weatiier we in Dub. ling, are glad of &dump 
ling, and bab ling is our dare ling. Pray do not look as 
cow ling at me when I come, but, get a fat ling fat my 
dinner, or go a fowl ling finr fill ling wf beUy. I hope 
none of ydur townsfolks ace bub ling you : Have you a 
bow Uqg green at Cavan ? I have beeaill of my old ay 
ling and yet jm see I am now as crib ling. Can you 
buy me an am ling nag ? I am bat ling for health, and 
just craw ling out. ' My break&st is cut ling sand sugar 
tocure the curd ling of my blood. My new summer coat 
is cock ling already, and I am call ling for my old ooOt 
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I am cob liofi; my riding shoes* and cur ling my riding 
periwig. My maids' hens keep such a cack ling, and 
chuck ling, that I scarce know what I write. My marc 
is just foe ling, for which my groom is grum ling and 
grow ling, while the other servants are gob ling and gut 
ling, and the maids gig ling, and the dogs how ling. My 
hung ling tailor was tip ling from morning to night. -Do 
you know drive ling Doll with her drab iktg tail, and 
drag ling petticoat, and gog ling eyes ; always gag ling 
like a goose, and^hob ling to the alehouse, hand ling a 
mug, and quarry ling and squab ling with porters, or row- 
ling in the kennel ? I bought her a muzzle ling pinner. 
Mr. Wall walks the streets with his strip ling boy, in his 
sham ling gait as cuff ling for the wall, and just ling all 
he meets. I saw his wife with her pop ling gown, pill 
ling oranges, and pick ling cucumbers. Her eyes are no 
longer spark ling, you may find her twat ling with the 
oeighbourS) her nose trick ling, and spawl ling the floor, 
and then smug ling her husband. 

A lady whose understanding was sing ling me out as a 
wit ling or rather a suck ling, as if she were tick ling my 
fancy, tang ling me with questions, teli ling me many 
stories, her tongue toe ling like a clapper ; says she, an 
old man's dar ling is better than a young man's war ling. 
I liked her dad ling and plaiadeal ling : she was as wise 
as a goes ling or a duck Jhig, yet she counted upon gull 
ling and grave ling me^ Her maid was hack ling flax 
and hum ling her mis^essi and how ling in the Irisb 
manner : I was fool ling and fiddle ling and fade ling an 
hour with them. We hear Tisdall is puss ling the cur 

* As Dr. Swift was, oft* all occasions, fond of walking, when he rode 
ke wore strong jack spatterdashes, which he could slip off as soon at 
he alighted from his horse; and, to natch these spatterdashes, he had 
shoes strong in proportioD to bear the dirt and weather j but he never 
wore boots. P. S. 

h3 
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rates, or mud liog io an alebouse^ or muff ling his c&op% 
or rump ling bis baod^ or ntaim Hog songs, though he be 
but a mid liog v<irsifyer al;.best» while his wife in her 
mac ling lace is mull ling elafet» to make her husband 
maud ling), or mill ling chocolate for her breakfast, or 
rust ling in her silks, or net ling her spouse, ok nurse 
liog and swill ling her gtandchildren and a year ling 
calf, or oil ling her pimple ling face, or set ling her head 
dress, or stif Ling a f — to a fizz ling, or boy ling sowins 
for supper, or pew ling Tor the death of her kit liog, or 
over rue liug the poor doctor^ As to madame voire 
femme,. I find she has been coup ling her daughters; I 
wish she were to- live upon a cod ling or a chit or ling. 
She has as mile ling countenance, which is yet better than 
as well Hng belly i I wish she were to go a bull ling and 
begin with a bill ling, and then go to hick ling. She 
hath been long as cram ling for power, and would fain 
be a fond ling and delights in a fop ling, when she should 
be fur ling her sails, and fill Hog her belly, or game ling 
about Cavan, or gall ling her company. Why do not 
you set her a truck ling with a vengeance, and use her 
like an under ling, and stop her ray lin^ rat ling, ran^ 
ling behaviour? I would cure her ram ling and rum> 
jjng ; but> you are spy ling all, by rig ling into her fa^ 
vour, and are afraid of ruff ling her. I hear you ^re 
fell ling your timber at Quilca ; you love to have a fee- 
ling of money, wldch is a grove ling temper in you, and 
you are for shove ling it up like a lord ling, or rather 
like a star ling. I suppose now you are vail ling your 
bonnet to every squire. I wish you would grow a world 
ling, and not be strow ling abroad, nor aPways shake ling 
yourself at home ? Can I have stable ling with you for 
my horse ? Pray keep plain wholesome table ling for 
your boys, and employ your maids in teaz ling cloth and 
reel ling yarn, and unravel liug thread without stay Hog 
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it. Set the boys a race ling for diversioD ; set the scul- 
lioD a rid liiig the cioders without rife llug them. Get 
some scrub to teach the youDg boys their spell liog, audi 
the cowboy to draw small beer without spill liog or paH 
ling it: have no more piss to ling lads : Employ your- 
self in nay ling your broken stools. Whip all the libel 
liog rogues who are loll lijig out their tongues, and kind 
liog quarrels, and rave eye ling their schoolfellows, and 
stick ling with their seniors, and snuiflTling in a jeer, and 
scraw ling on the school walls, and scut ling to the pie- 
house, and yawl ling and yell ling to frighten little chil- 
dren, and fowl ling the house for mischief sake, and grape 
ling with the girls. Pray take care of spy ling your 
younger daughters, or sty ling them pets.* 



FROM DR. SHERIDAJNT. 

DEAR SIR, Cavan, June 23, 1 735. 

I DO not yet hear of master Lucas from Castle Shaoe^ 
for whom I have agreed, and have kept a room. If you 
see Dr. Coghill, perhaps he nuiy resolve you what I have 
to depend upon, that 1 may not refuse another in his 
place. I wish with all my soul you ttrere here before 
my chickens and ducks outgrow the proper season ; as 
for the geese, they have ceased to be green, and are now 
old enough to see the world, which they do as far as our 
river will let them sail cemmodiously. 

Our mutton is the best I ever tasted, so is our beef^ 
our trouts, or pheasaotsj particularly the eels. Dear sir, 
I am almost persuaded thai the journey hither will not 



• The term pel, whieb it m contraction dt the French peiiU, signi- 
fves a favourite. It is here marked with a note of reprobation. H. 
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only remore your dUsordec, but tbe' good air will alsa 
get joa a stomach, aod of consequence new flesh, and 
g«iod health. Tour little starts to the country from Dub* 
tin, only make your lungs (ilay quicker, to draw in more 
of your city poison ; whereas being here with me in the 
midst of Arabia Felix, you draw in nothing but balsamic 
aromatic air, the meanest odour of which is Uiat of our 
bean blossom and lily of the valley. ^ Every one swears 
who looks on my face, that I am grown already ten years 
younger, and this I am almost persuaded to believe, be^ 
cause I labour more than ever, drink less^ see fewer 
company, and have abundantly more spirits. 

I have almost finished a walk of half a mile for you*, 
and now it is ready for a coat of coarse gravel;, for I 
cannot afford a rollingstone : so that n^ garden walks 
will require a strong pair of German shoes. To my 
great grief I hear that my Lord Orrery is landed, and 1 
fear will not be in Dublin at my August vacation. You. 
are too happy while he is in Dublin for me to inveigle 
you from thence with all the charms of our Elysium^ 
What would I give that some necromancer would set 
you both down at Cavan upon an easy cloud, while ray 
good wine lasts ? If you would think it proper to let five 
dozen of my Mullan's wine come down for yourself, I 
do not think it would be amiss : for I have a good cool 
cellar for it. I beseech you to let me know the day yoa 
intend to set out, that I may meet you at Virginia; and) 
be pleased te be there on a Saturday. 

Tou give me a great deal of good advice in your let- 
ter, for which I return you my hearty thaidu^ and I wbb 
with all my soul I could take it as easily as you give 
it f but alasi I must'say as Tasso did in a letter to hia 
friend Antonio Constantini, II cansigUo di V. S. i aUimo ; 
ma io canosco grauMssima d^dtd mW esequire la^ 
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It is the fathkm here, among aH maoner of portieB, to 
driok the diapler's health. The reason I girt yoa this 
caw sfaon is, tbtA 70a maj not ralph ue it, when yon 
come among oflL 

Ibb see itch yew torn eak my come plea meant to 
Mrs. Whiteway, and tell her no one in Ireland diall he 
more wdcoBie to my home; do not fail to hawl her down 
with yoa. I can hillet her lA a relation's house; and 
shecanllveand joke with usthe hestof theday. Fray 
let me know her vnohition, that I may settle my mind 
accordkigly. 

My next to yoa diall be in verse, and what yo« lit- 
tle think of; nor is it to be woodered, because I declare 
solemidy, I am an utter stranger to what I intend, either 
as to measure, riiyme, diction, or thought. May all hap* 
pioeaB attend you* I am, dear sir, with all respect. 
Tour most obedient and 

Teiy humble servant, 

THOMAS SH£RIDAN. 



TO SIR CHARLES WOGAN,* IN SPAIN. 

BONOVBXD SIS, 1735. 

I THiHK you are the only persop rilre whacan justly 
charge me with ingratitude; because, although I was 
tttterty unknown t»yo% and become an ofaacuie exile in- 
a most obsciffe and enslaTed country, you were at the 
pains to find me out, and send me your very agieeaUe 
writiofBi with whi^ I have often entertained some very 
ingenioaa ftieods, as weD as ai^self : I mean not only 
your poetiy, iu Latia and EngMi, but your poetical 

* See a fiDnaer letter, to Sir GhailctWoeui, in tbe year 1*02. It 
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history in prose of your own life and actions, inscribed 
to me : which I often wished it were safe to print here, 
or in England, under the madness of universal party now 
reigning : I mean, particularly in this kingdom, to which 
I would prefer living among the Hottentots, if it were 
in my power. 

I have been often told, that you have a brother, and 
some near relations, in thb country ; and have oftener 
employed my frieb^s in vain to learn when any of them 
came to thb town. But, I suppose, on account of their 
religion, they are so prudent as to live in privacy : al- 
though the court has thought it better in point of poli- 
tics (and, to keep the good Will of Ctodiual Fieury, haa 
tliought it proper) to make the catholics here much more 
easy than their ill-willers, of no religion, approve of in 
their hearts. And I can assure you, that those wretch- 
es here, who call themselves a parliament, abhor the 
clergy of our church, more than those of yours, and have 
made a universal association to defraud us of our un- 
doubted dues. 

I have farther thanks to give you for your generous 
present of excellent Spanish wine, whereof I have been 
so choice, that my butler tells me there are still some 
bottles left. I did very often ask some merchants here, 
who trad^ with Spain, whether this country could not 
afford something that might be acceptable in Spain ; but 
could not get any satisfaction. The price, I am sure, 
would be but a trifle. And J am told by one of them, 
that he heard you were informed of my desire: to 
which you answered in a disinterested manner, " That 
you only desired my works." It is true indeed that a 
printer here, about a year ago, did collect all that was 
printed in liondon which passed for mine, as well as se- 
veral single papers in verse and prose, that he could get 
from my friends ; and desired my leave to publish them 
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in four volumes. He reasoned, " That priotero here 
had DO property in their copies : that mine would fall 
ioto worse hands : that he would submit to roe and my 
friends what to publish or omit." On the whole, I would 
not concern myself; and so they have appeared abroad, 
as you will see them in those I make bold to send you. 
I must now return to mention wine. The last seasoa 
for it was very bad in France, upon which oiur merchants 
have raised the price twenty per cent already, and the 
present wcfather is not likely to mend it. Upon this, !• 
have told some merchants my opinion, or perhaps my 
fancy ; that when the warmth of summer happens to fail 
in the several wine countries, Spain and Portugal wines^ 
and these of the south of Italy, will be at least as ripe 
as those of France in a good year. If there be any 
truth in this conceit, I would desire our merchants to 
deal this year in those warmer climates : because I hear 
that in Spain French vines are often plarited, and the 
wine is more mellow; although, perhaps, the natural 
Spanish grape may fail, for Tssat of its usual share of 
sun. In this point, I would have your opinion ; where- 
in if you agree, I will direct Mr. Hall, an honest ca- 
tholic merchant here, who deals in Spanish wine, to 
bring me over as large a cargo as I can afford, of wines 
as like French claret as he can get ; for my disorders, 
with the help of years, make wine absolutely necessary 
to support me. And if you were not a person of toa 
considerable a rank (and now become half a Spaniard) 
I would try to make you descend so low as to order 
some merchants there to consign to some of ours, direct- 
ed to me, some good quantity of wine that you approve 
of; such as our claret drinkers here will be content 
with : for, when I give them a pale wine (called by Mr. 
Hall cassalia) they say, it will do for one glass, and then 
(to speak in their language) oall for hontsi claret; 
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FROM LORD HOWTH. 

KUlfane, Jufy 6, 1735. 

I AM very much obliged to my good dean of St Pat- 
rick's for the honour he did me lo sitting for his picture ; 
and have wrote to Dr. Grattan to give Mr. Bindon 
strict charge in the fioidiing of it : and when that is 
done to bring it to his house, for fear I should get a copy 
instead of the original. I am very much concerned at 
the account you give roe of your health, but do not ia 
the least doubt but the change of air would be of ser- 
vice to you, and a most hearty welcome you may be 
sure of. The archbishop of Cashel told me he would 
wsdt on you the day after he went to Dublin ; and does 
mightily admire he has not seen you oftener. I have 
taken your advice, and kept very good hours since I 
came last here. Every second day I am out six or se- 
ven hours an otter hunting. As to reading and work- 
ing, my wife observes your directions : and could wish 
she would do the same as to exercise. She desires me 
to tell you that the liking she has to the babcon^ is out 
of the true regard she has for you, he being one of your 
greatest favourites. Your giantf wilt use her eodea- 
Tours to make Lord Bacon a liar, and instead of -adding 
two inches to her height, would l>e very well satisfied to 
part with four. I am very sorry Mrs. Acheson is so 
much out of order ; she is one I have a great regard for ; 
and shall desire the favour ef you to give my wife's ser* 

• The bifhop of OsBorjr so called. 

Could you see his^griD, for a pound to a penny, 
You*d swear it must l>e the baboon of Kilkenny. 

See Swift^s Poem on the Bishops. H. 
f Miss Rice, an exceeding tall young lady, and niece to my Lord 
Howtk. D. S. 
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vice aud mine to her, and Lady Acbesoii, when you see 
them. I thank God my family and I are very veil; 
Some time this summer I design driokiog BaHispellio 
waters for a month. As for news we have no such thing 
here : only the baboon has done his visitation ; that is^ 
he goes into the churches and looks about, then asks the 
tumbler Sykes how long they have been coming ? So 
long, says Sykes. Ay, replies the baboon, and we shall 
be as long going back ; so mounts his horse and away. 
Who durst say the church is in danger when we hate 
so good bishops ? My wife and all here join in their kind 
service to the drapier. I am, good Mr. Dean, your most 
assmed and afiectionate humble servant, 

HOWTH. 



TO MR. ALDERMAN BARBER. 

DEAR MR. ALDERMAN, Dtfi/tlt, July 12, 1737r 

I WRITE to you at the command of a gentleman, for 
whom I have a perfect friendship and esteem, and the 
request he desires me to make, appears to me altogether 
reasonable. The gentleman I mean is Doctor Helshamt 
the most eminent physician of this city and kingdom. 
There is a person of quality, an intimate friend of the 
doctor's, my Lord Tyrone, formerly Sir Tristram Bere»- 
ford, wlio is a tenant to the Londonderry society. Hia 
lordship is going to build two booses upon their estate;, 
and, to assist him in so good work, I desire that wheu 
the particulars' of the request shall be laid before the so- 
ciety, you, who are the goverdor, will please, if y^u find 
them just and reasonable, to forward them as far as liea 
in your power ; by which' you wUl much oblige roe, and 
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several worthy persons, particularly my friend Doctor 
Helsham. 

Do you sometimes honour poor Mrs. Barber with a 
visit ? We are afraid here, that the gout has ^ot too 
strong a possession of iier, and pray let me have some 
account of your own health ; I wish we three valetudi- 
narians yvere together, we should make excellent com- 
pany ; but I can drink my pint of wine twice a day; 
which I doubt both of you could not do in a week. I 
long excessively to be in England, but am afraid of be- 
ing surprised by my old disorder in my head, far from 
help, or at least from conveniency; and I dare not so 
much as travel here without being near enough to come 
back in the evening to lie in my own bed. These are 
the effects of living too long; and the public miseries 
of this kingdom add to my disease. 
I am, dear sir, 

With true esteem and friendship. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIJST. 

London^ Jtdy 1 2, 1 735. 

I HAVE not answered yours of the 15th of June so 
soon as I should ; but the duke of Dorset had ajiswered 
all your's ere your letter came to my hands. So I hope 
all causes of complaint are at an end, and that he has 
showed himself, as he is, much your friend and humble 
servant, though he wears a garter, and had his original 
from Normandy, if heralds do not lie^ or his grannams 
did not play false; and 'lirhile he is lord lienteoant, 
(which I heartily wish may not be much longer) I dare 
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Bay will be very glad of any oppertuoity to do what you 
recommend to bim. Thus far I. will answer for bis 
grace, though he is now in tbe country, and cannot sub- 
scribe to it himself. 

Now to quite another affair. The countess of Suffolk 
(whom you know I have long had a great esteem and 
value for) has been so good and gracious as to take my 
brother George Berkeley* for better, for worse ; though 
i hope in God the last will not happen, because I think 
he is an honest good natured man. The town is sur* 
prised ; and the town talki^ as the town loves to do, upon 
these ordinary extraordinary occasions. She is indeed 
four or five years older than he, and no more ; but for 
all that, he has appeared to all the world, as well as me, 
to have long had (that is, ever since she has been a wi- 
dow, so pray do not mistake me) a most violent passion 
for her, as well as esteem and value for her numberless 
good qualities. These things well considered, I do not 
think they have above ten to one against their being 
very happy : and if they should not be so, I shall 
heartily wish him hanged, because I am sure it will b^ 
wholly his fault. As to her fortune, though she has tieen 
twenty years a court favourite, yet I doubt she has been 
too disiuterested'to enlarge it, as others would have done. 
And Sir Robert,! her greatest enemy, does not tax her 
with getting quite forty thousand pounds. I wish— ^jut 
fear it is not near that sum. But what she has, she 
never told me, nor have I ever asked ; but whatever it 
is, they must live accordingly ; and he had of his own 
wherewithal to live by himself easily and genteelly.^ 

* Fourth and yoaageti ton of Charlet, earl of Berkeley. H^ wmi 
rnany years representative for Dor^, and matter of the hospital of 
St Catharine's near the Tower. N. 

f Walpole, afterward earl of Orfbrd. H. 
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lo this kuny of matrimooj, I had like to foigot-t# 
answer that part of jour letter, where jou say, you 
nerer beard of our being in print together. I belieye 
it was about twenty years ago, Mr. Corll set forth 
'* I^etteiB, amorous, satirica], and gallant, between Dr. 
Swift, Lady Mary Chamhre, Lady Betty Germain, and 
MJre. Anne Long, and several other persons." I am 
afraid some of my people used them according to their 
desert; for they have not appeared above ground this 
great while. And now to the addition of writing the 
tatve laige hand you make me do for you, I have 
bruised my fingers prodigiously, and can say no more 
but adieu. 



FROM OR. SHERIDAN. 

DEAR SIB, Jufy 16, 1735. 

I RECEIVED your twenty pounds from Lerd Lansbo- 
rough's agent yesterday, and it travels to you from this 
on Saturday next, by one John Donaldson, one of our 
nobility. You will get it, I believe, on Monday. I 
have nothing to say to the 2802. you mention. That is, 
as I told you, the fine and rent of Dnimlane^ which I 
owe the Ushop, and which will be paid him August 26th; 
i cleared off the rent which I owed falm for your pur- 
chase, the other day, or I should-have sent your poor 
money, poor as I am, before this. Now are you satis- 
fied diat I am not negligent or giddy ? But what, in the 
name of God, is the matter with you to delay so long ? 
Can I oversee my woriunen and a school too ? If you 
will not come and take your charge in hand, I must em- 
ploy somebody else. There is a long walk begun : 
stones a drawing home far an addition to my house : the 
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•Udadft of nnapplicatioiis of that kiud, m hire nlsed my 
iBdigoatioii to, that 1 can hardlj thiok Ofioii it with ten* 
per ; aad I heartily eongnitulate joa that a heart to ftie- 
«tow IB joined In yctp with a head to contrive : and 
therefore, without any mercenary views (at tlie aaine 
time not dedioing aiij ioBtance of yourfavoar) I woald 
be«: leave to say, that as, while jx>ur thoughts are em- 
ployed in this generous underiaking, you must necessa- 
rily consider it in the light I have plated it in ; so if 
you would p'ease to communicate these ihouglits to the 
public, you might possibl} give usefui hints to persons of 
fortune and benefice: it intentions, though of inferior abili- 
ties. I heartily wish you success in this aud all other 
your undertakings; being, with grateful respect, ah; 
your obliged and obedient humble servant, 

B. MOTTE; . 

Upon second thoughts I have enclosed Mr. Pilkington^t 
two notes ; for I do not see how they can poralbly be 
of any service to you on tliis side the water. 



FROM DR. SHERTOAN. 

OEABSIBi . Aug. IZj \135. 

Because of some dropping young lads coming to me, 
and because it was impossible for me to get any money 
before the 23d of this month, I could not fix my vaca- 
iioa* Now I do. On Saturday se'nn^ht, the 23d, I 
set oat for DuWiw to bring ymi home : and so, witbonf 
ifs^ andi, and ors, get ready before oUr fields be stripped 
of all their gayety. I thank God, I 'have etery good 
thing in plenty but money ; and that, as affaks ait likely 
to go, will not be my otoplaiot a month longer. Bel- 
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ronch in my debt : it will be your best way to come 
down in it. I tell you ft project I have, which I be- 
lieve will do : my scholars are to club and build me a 
little library in my garden. The lime and stones (free- 
stone) are in my own fields, and building is dogcheap 
here. 

I beseech you let me know how soon you will be 
here, that all things may be to your heart's desire : such 
Tenison ! such mutton ! such small beer ! such chickens ! 
such butter ! such trouts ! such pouts ! such ducks ! 
such beef ! such fish ! such eels ! such turkies ! such 
fields ! such groves ! such lakes ! such ladies ! such 
fruit ! such potatoes ! such raspbenies ! such bilberries! 
and such a boat as Mr. Hamilton^ were never yet seen 
in any one county yet ! 

God Almighty bless you, and send you safe t6 our 
Elysium. My service to Mrs, Whiteway, and to every 
body in Dublin, man, woman, and child. I am, with 
all respect, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 



FROM MR. MOTTE* 

HONOURED SIR, LondoH, July 3K 1735. 

I HAVE not had an opportunity of writing to you 
otherwise than by the post for above a twelvemonth, and 
though in that time I did trouble you with a letter or 
two relating to Mr. Launcelot's business, yet I thought 
proper to mention only what related to that particular, 
considering I was then under the hands of the law, 
whence I was not discharged till the last day of the 
last term. I do not doubt but you have heard before 
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Bow^ that Mn. Barber, was dncharged at the same 
time. 

I desired, therefore, Mrs. Hyde"*^ to deliver tins to 
your owQ hand, and make bold to trouble you wilb an 
account of some transactions which have happened with- 
in these two years, which I have long wished for the 
pleasure of doing by word of mouth, in hopes my beha* 
viour would be excused at least (if not approved) by 
you, the asc^urance whereof I should receive with ih6 
utmost satisfaction. 

Soon after Mr. Pilkington had received the twe^ity 
guineas .you ordered me to pay him, the Life and Cha- 
racter was offered roe, though not by his own hands, 
yet by his means, as I was afterward convinced by raany 
circumstances : oue was, that he corrected the proof 
sheets with his own hand; and as he said he had seen 
the oiiginal of that piece, I could not imagine he would 
have suffered your name to be put to it, if it had not 
been genuine. When I found, by your advertisement, 
and the letter you were pleased to write to me, that I 
had been deceived by him, I acted afterward with more 
reserve, and refused a pamphlet about Norton's will, 
which he pretended came from an eminent hand. It was 
bought afterward by another bookseller, who printed it^ 
and lost money by it. 

He could not forbear observing my coldness, and ap- 
plied to Mr. OiUiver about the copy of versesf for whidi 
we were all brought into trouble; and; by the way, 
wbea once ao affair was commuoieated to two persam, 
it waa not in tlie power of any ooe, how just and faHii- 

• Widow to Mr. Hyde, bookseUer in DabUn. F. 

f See Swia^t ** Poem to« Lady, who dcfired the Author to write 
some verses upon her io the heroic Style." Mrs. Barber wu takes 
into custody by the king's messenger for this poem, and cxamiofd 
bclbre the privy eottndl. V- 

VOL. ZIX. i 
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(ill soeTer to answer for its being kept a secret. It wail 
published three moDths before it was taken notice of: 
and when tlie printer was taken up, and had named 
Gilliver as, the bookseller, and it was reported a warrant 
was out against G. and he wa» likely to be apprehend- 
ed next morning, we two had a meeting over night, and 
I promised to take the advice of a gentleman of sense 
and honour, whose name I did not mention to him, and 
to meet G. early the next morning at a certain tavern to 
consult farther. Accordingly I went to a gentlemaa in 
Cork-street, and from thence to the tavern we had ap- 
pointed to meet at, where, after I had waited above an 
hour, a message was sent me that I need stay no longer, 
for Mr. G. was gone to Westminster, and would not 
come. I went to see him in the messenger's hands; but 
he was so closely watched by a couple of sharp sluts» 
the messenger's daughtei's, that I could say nothing to 
bim, but about indifferent matters. The consequence 
was, he was examined, and made a confession, like poor 
Dr. Yalden's, of ail that he knew, and more too ; naming 
Mr. Pilkiugton first, and then myself; which last, at 
many people have told tpe, was unnecessary ; only, as 
he before said, he w as resolved, if he came into trouble, 
I should have a share of it, though I offered, in case 
be would not name me, that I would bear one half of 
liifl expenses. This, confession of his, together with his 
bearing Jlhe character of a wealthy man, exposed him to 
an information ; but as it was not my business to be in- 
dustrious in recollecting what passed three months be- 
fore, I could not remember any thing that could aflfect 
me or any body else. 

I am sorry for the trouble this has caused to poor 
Mrs. Barber. I saw her the other day : she was con- 
fined to her bed with the gout. She desired, when I 
wrote, that I would present her humble service to you. 
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i would be glad to receive your directions what I 
must do with the two notes I haveiinder Mr. Pilking- 
ton's hand, of ton gtiineas each. They were allowed 
by yon in the last account we settled ; but whether you 
would please they should be destroyed or sent over lo 
you, I am not certain. As for the state of the account, 
as I have heard no exceptions lo it, I flatter myself you 
find it all rightv 

Mr. Faulkner^s impression of four volumies has had 
JtB run. I was advised that it was in my power to have 
given him an\l his agents sufficient vexation, by apply- 
ing to the law ; but that I could not sue him without 
bringing your name into a court of justice, which abso- 
lutely determined me to be passive. I am told he id 
about printing them in an edition in twelves ; in which 
case I humbly hope you will please to lay your com - 
inands upon him (which, if he has any sense of gratitude, 
must have the same power as an injunction in chancery) 
to forbear sending them over here. If you think this 
rfjquest to be reasonable, I know you will comply witli 
it : if not, I sufomitk 

As we once had a meeling upon this affdir, and he 
may possibly have misrepresented the offers he then 
made me ; I b^ leave to assure you that his proposal 
was, that I should have paid him a larger price for the 
book than I could have had it printed for here in Eng- 
land ; and surely I had the same right of printing them 
here, as he had in Ireland, especially having bought and 
paid for them. If he made any other offer, I declare I 
misunderstood him; and I am sure, if I had complied 
with those terms, I should have been a laughing stock 
to tlie whole trade. 

Mr. Pope has publbhed a second volume of his poeti- 
cal works, of which, I suppose, he has made yoa ft 
present I am surpriied to see he owns so little In the 
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tuibiet fair will make me an* emperor. I have all tfiil^ 
town, and six men dF my owo, at work at this juncture, 
to ii|ake jou a winter walk bj the river side. I have 
raised mouutaios of gravel, aod diverted the riyec's course 
for that end Regis cpus^ you will wonder and be de- 
lighted when you see it. Yeitr works at Quilca are to 
be as much inferior to ours here, as a sugarloaf to an 
Egyptian pyramid. We had a county of Armagh rogue, 
one Mackay, hanged yesterday: Griffith the. player 
never made so merry an exit. He invited his audience 
the night before, with a promise of giving them such a 
speech from the gallows as they never heard : and in- 
deed he made bis words good ;• for no man was ever mer- 
rier at a christening than he was upon the ladder. 

When be mounted to bis proper heiglit, he turned h\% 
face to each side of the gallows, and said, in a cheerful 
manner, bah, my friend, am I come to you at last ! Then 
turning to the people, gentlemen, jou need not stand so 
thick, for the farthest shall hear me as easily as the near- . 
cst^ ^ Upon this a fellow interrupted him, and asked him, 
did he know any thing of a gray mare which was stolen 
from him ? "Why, what if I should, Avould you pay for a 
mass for my soul ? Ay, by G — , said the fellow, will I 
pay for seven. Why then, said the criminal laugliing, 
i know nothing of your mare. After this he entertained 
the company with two hours histoiy of his villanies, in a 
loud unconcerned voice. At last he concluded with his 
humble service to one of the inhabitantaof our town, de« 
siring that he' might give him a hight^s lodging, which 
was all he would trouble him. fon He was not the least 
touched by any liquor; but soberly aad intrepidly de« 
sured the hangman to do his office ; and at last went off 
with a joke. Match me this with any of your English*! 
men if you can. I have no more news from Cavan^ but 
that you hav<; all tKeir hearts, aad mine aiQong tb^ r^^ 
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if it be worth any Umig^ Mj hfwt and acarvice lo Mkt 
Wbiteway,, and all friends. J aHi^ dea^^dr^ . I . 
Your moit obedieiii aiHl Tefj humUe serraati 

TaOMAS SHERQMir. 



.*■ 
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TO THE ARCHBISHOP OFCJiS^kw^Ui 

MT LOBD, JDllfrltiK Aug,. 1^ U?ffofc 

The bearer^ Mr. FaulKDer» oarfamous prinle^ jg|| 
iD^aD bour to see KI1kei|i^.|UKl Gashell, U^(bfQrjap^|^ 
country debts. Ten to ^ooe youc grace nay 9:^4; }^S 
dozen shillings^ aad jour to«peQfte-Ifoiue(if j;ott,Im^ 
one) a dozen more, ButJb^ pretooc^ to roe/or w^^l^ 
are the honoar p( beiog admitted to Jfm ^sf^Jbj^^ 
liue in my hand. I am noi in fear of hb 8bamUi|^^ 
others have done ; fabweveri I .i^ould not tuaiYe JfinJ^am 
your manuscripts scattered ajboMt yoiu; tosm jbr Jbe l||^ 
be terribly tempt^ to beg tJbeDi» aibd return tbea bi^ 
next winter in four volumes, as he. served me ; llllumgll 
I never let him touch ut see^one. He haf thfi ipnfl^jaf 
an honest man, and has good sense and behaviQUi^.,i 
hav«; ordered him to ma^k narrowly whatever you^H^ 
doing, as a prelate, an architect, a c^suntiy gen|]emai^ m 
politician, and aa improver; and to bring me a faithlal 
account when he returns } but chiefly alMul yoiii;lisin|t]V: 
and what exerdse yoa make use of to iiicreaie 'Wifn^- 
serveit Btttbebinhasto tobegpoe^suidlaaifolgf^ 
toaonchi4<?. - .. .\ , . . . ,t .' 

I ttOb with the greatest respect, 
. My kw^yow grace's ^;;/ 

Most obedUenthomble 8ervat|^» ^^, .^ 

J. SWIJFT^ 

# 

• Dr. ThsopUlM BoMott. V. 



">•---' 



209 XETTEBS TO AND FROM 



TO LORD HOWTH.* 

jjiY LORDy Dublin, Aug. 14, 1735. 

The bearer, Mr. Faulkner, came to me jug au lionr 
before he was taking a joumBjf to Kilkenny snUfClaBbell, 
and desired I would write by him to your lordship and 
the arcbbisliop, only to let your lordship know, that he is 
an honest man, and the chief printer ; and that I know 
him, and treat him with indulgence, because I cannot 
help it. For, although lie printed what I never would 
have done, yet he got the consent of my friends, and so 
I shall get nothing by being angry with him. He hopes, 
as a citizen, to be admitted to your lords and ladies in 
tiie country, and I am contented yqu shall make him 
welcome ; but take care you put no manuscripts in his 
tiands ; otherwise,' perhaps there will be the works of the 
right hon. &c. and of my lady and the giant,t neatly 
bound next winter. My Lady Acheson has not been 
well since she left the town ; but her mother is almost 
perfectly cured, except the loss of her eye. I owe my 
Lady HowthJ a letter, I believe. I desire my most hum- 
ble -service to her and the giant. I have time to say no 
more, but that T am. 

Your lordship's most obedient servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

• William St. Lawrenee, baron of Howth, died April 4, 1748, a^ed 
60; His SOD Thomas was created earl of Howth aod visooQnt St. 
Lawrence, Aug. 15, 1787.", N. 

f A very tall young lady ,^ nearly related to Lord Howth. D. S. 

t Lucy, youngest daughter of Lieutenant General Richard Gorges, 
was married to Lord Howth, Aug. 2, 1728: and after that nobleman's 
death became the ladj of Nicholas Weldon, of Gravelmcot, Esq. 

p. S. 
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TO ALDERMAN BARBER. 

Sift, Septembers, 1735. 

ThU b^fllr^, Mh FtiKilkiier, tells me, he has m ho- 
nour to l^lodWd to 7011, «id that I have credit enough 
to prevail oifi 70k to do hldi M the good officii that lie 
ID joui- Wa^. I pi^esuiiie he goes about some affaitir 
that relate to his own calling, which would be of little 
value to him here, if he were not the printer most ih 
vogfie, and a great undertaker, pe^h^ps too gr^at a one : 
wliereiu you are able to be the best adviser, provided 
he be not too saiighioe, bj representing things bettdr 
than he prolmblj mif find them in this wretched, beg- 
garly, enslaved cbtlntiy. To mj great grief, my disor- 
der is of sucli a nature, afid so constantly threatening, 
that I dare not rid^ so far as to be a night from — ^^ — : 
and yei when the weather is fair, I seldom fail to rid^ 
ten or a dozed miles. Mr. Faulkner will be able to 
give you a true journal of my life ; that I generally 
pine at home and alone, and have not two houses in this 
great kingdom, where I can get a bit of meat twice a 
year. That I very seldom go to church for fear of be- 
ing seized with a fit of giddiness in the midst of the ser- 
vice. I hear you have likewise some ailments to strug- 
gle with, yet I am a great deal leaner than you : but I 
have one advantage, thfat wine is good for ntfe, aud I 
drink a bottle to my oWn share eveiy* day, td toii^ sontef 
hesK into my stomach'. Dear Mr. Alderman, what A 
number of dear aud great friends have we buried, or 
seen driven to exile since we came acquainted ? I did 
not know, titt i^i^t montbto after, that my best friend, ^ 
Ladj Masham, was gon^. I woi^fd be glad (0 tnoir 
whether her son be good for any thing, because I tnneii 

d<mbted when I saw him last. Teh me, do you ni&tt 

I 2 ' 
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constant use of exercise? It is all I have to tnist tD$ 
though not ia regard to life but to health : I know no- 
thing wherein years make so gi«at a change, as in the 
dilTerence of matter in conversation and writing. Mjr 
thoughts are wholly taken up in conddering the best 
manner I ought to die, and how to dispose of mj pooi^ 
fortune for the best publfe charity. But in conrersa*. 
tion- 1 trifle more and more everj day, and I would not 
give three pence for all I read, or write, or think, ia the 
compass of a jear.. 

Well, G<^ bless you, and preserve jour life as long «& 
4[ou can reasonably desire. I take mj age with less 
niiOrUfication, because, if I were younger, I should pn>- 
bably outlive the liberty of England, which, without 
some unexpected assistance from Heaven, many thou- 
sands now alive will see governed by an absolute mon- 
arch. Farewell^ dear sir, and believe me to be, wiib, 
true esteem, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

J. SWIFX., 



TO MR. pope!; 

Sept. ^ 17351. 
This letter will be delivered to you by Faulkner the 
printer, who goes over oh hb private affairs. This is aa 
answer to your'sof two months ago, which complsdnB of 
that profligate fellow Curlh* I heartily wish you were 
whatthey call disaffecdied, as I am. I may say as Da- 
vid did^. I have sinned greatly,, but what, have tbM 
sheep done ? Tou have given no offente to the minis- 
try, nor to the lords, nor commoms, ner queen, nor the 
Qext in power. For you are amaa of vhrtue^ and thete- 
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fore must abhor vice and all corruption, although your 
discretion holds the reins. ^ You need not fear any con^ 
sequence in the commerce that has so long passed between 
us ; althotl|;b I never destroyed one of your letters. 
But my executors are men of honour and virtue, vbo 
have strict orders in my will to burn every letter left 
behind me." 19'either did our letters contain any turnt 
of wit, or fancy, or politics, or satire, but mere innocent 
friendship; yet I am loath that any letters, from you and 
a very few other fiiends, should die before me; I believe 
we neidier of us ever leaned oiur head upon our left 
hand to study what we should write next ; yet we have 
held a constant intei-course from your youth and my 
middle age^ and from your middle age it must be con- 
tinued till my death, which my bad state of health makes 
roe expect every month. I have the ambition, and it is 
very earnest as well as in haste, to have one epistle in- 
scribed to me while I «m alive, and you just in the time 
when wit and wisdom are in the hdght. I must once 
more repeat Cicero's desire to a friend, orna me, A 
month ago were sent me over by a friend of mine, the 
works of John Hughes, Esq. they are in verse and 
prose. I never heard of the man in my lifft, yet I find 
your name as a subscriber too. He is too grave a poet 
for me, and I think among the mediocribus in prose as 
well as verse. I have the houour to know Dr. Rundle f 
he is indeed wo»th all the rest you ever sent us, but that 
is saying nothing, for he answers your character ; I. have 
dined thrice in his company. He brought over a 
worthy cteigyman of this kingdom as his cfaaplidn, 
which was a very wise and popular actico. His only 
fault is, thai he drinks no wine, and I driidL uotUog 
else. 

This kingdom is now absolutely starving, by tl^ 

means of every opprenion that can be inflicted on ttaB; 

I 3 
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kind— shall I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord* 
You advise me. right, not to trouble myself about the 
world: "but, oppression tortures me, and I cauDOt live 
without meat and Arink, nor get either without mooey ; 
and money is not to be had, except they wiU make. me 
a bishop, or a judge, or a colonel, or a commiisianer of 
the revenues. 

Adi««. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

To answer your question as to Mr. Hughes, what he 
If anted as to genius he made up as an hoiiest man ; but 
he was of the class you think him.* . 

I am glad you think of Dr. Rundle as I do. He will 
be an honour to the bishops, and a disgrace to one bishop^ 
two things you will like : but what you will like more 
particularly, he will be a friend* and benefactor even to 
your unfiieuded, unbenefitted nation; he will be a 
ftiend to the human race, wherever he goes. Pray tell 
him my best wishes for his health and long life : I wish 
you and he came over together, or that I were withy ouk 
I never saw a man so seldom, whom I fikedso much, as 
Dr. Ruodle. 

Lord Peterborow I went to take a last leave o( at his 
setting sail for Ldsbon ; do body can be more wasted, no 

* But was tte author of ** The Siege of J)aiiuuKa8** one of Uie me- 
(tMOtftitfJ Swift aad Pope seem not to recoUectthe value and rank of 
an author who could write nuxh a tragedy. May I venture, on thig 
oecatton, to give a iittie table of the diflferent sorts of poets, ranged ia 
order according to the^r merits P Writers of occasional and miieeUd^ 
nettu family things, and iso-toAZemiscellanies; writers of PastomU; 
otEpislies; oiSdiires; of Didactic poems; of Odes; pi TragediiSf of 
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soui caa be more dive. Iramediately after the severest 
operation of being cut into the bladder for a suppression 
of urine, he took coach, and got from Bristol to Southamp- 
ton. This is a man that if ill neither lire nor die like 
any other mortal. 

Poor Lord Peteittonnr I there is another string lost 
that would have helped to draw you hither ! be ordered 
OD his deathbed his wat<^h to be giren me (that which 
had accompanied him in all his travels; with this reason, 
•* That I might liave something to put me every day in 
mind of him.'* It was a present to him from the king of 
Sicily, whose arms and m^^nia are graved on the inner 
case; on the outer, I have put this inscription : ^ Fidar 
Amadeus, rex SicHutj dux Sabaudiat^ &€. She. Caroi& 
Mdrdaunl, comlH de Peierborcnf, D. D. Car. Mar. afm* 
de Pet. Altxandro Pope morietts legamt. 1 735." 

Pray write to me a little oftener : and if there be 81 
thing left in the world that pleases you, tell it one wh6 
will partake of it. I hear with approbation and plea- 
sure, that your present care is to relieve the most help" 
less of this world, tliose objects* which most want our 
compassion, though generally made the scorn of their fef* 
low creatures, such as are less innocent than they. You 
always think generously ; and of all charities, this iitthe 
most disinterested, and least vain-glorious, done to such aa 
never will thank you, or can praise you for it. 

God bless you with ease, if not with pleasure^ with a 
tolerable state of health, if not with its full enjoyment; 
with a resigned temper of mind, if not a very cheerful 
one. It is upon these terms I live myself, though 
younger than you; and I repine not at my lot, could 
but the presence of a few that I kve be added to these. 
Adieu. 

•Idiots. If. 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAirf, 

Sipt. 4, 1 735. 

If you are not angry with me for my long silence, i 
take it ill, and need make 4)0 excuse ; and if you ni% 
angry, then I would not willingly make you sorry too^ 
whicb I know you will be, when I tell you, that I was 
laid up at Knowle with a severe fit of the gout. And 
since that infallible eure for all diseases, which all great 
UkAA and talkers wish joy of, I have never been quite 
well, but have had continually some disorder or other 
upon me, which made my head and spirits unfit for 
writing,^ or indeed doing aay thing I should ;^ and am still 
so much out of order, that I am under great apprehen- 
sions I shall not be able to go, next year, part of the 
journey to Ireland with their graces; which u also part 
of the road to Drayton, where I intend tq stay till No- 
vember, in hopes that summer deferred its coming till I 
was there ; for I am sure, hitherto, we have had little 
but winter weather. . 

I am glad matters are settled between his grace of 
Dorset and you ; and I dare answer, as you are both 
right thinkers, and of course updght actors, there wants 
but little explanation between you ; since I, that am the 
go-between, can easily find out, that he has as sincere a 
value for you as you have for him.^ I do assure you I 
am extremely delighted, that since Lady Suffolk would 
take a master (commonly called a husband) she chose my 
brother George : for if I ^ am not partial to him, which 
indeed I do not know that I am, his sincere value, lovc^ 
and esteem {or her, must make him a good one. 

We are now full of expectation of hb royal highnesses 
wedding.''^ She has jeweb bought for her, and clothes 

J* Frederick, then prince of Walei. D. S. 
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bespoke; and a gaJleiy of coawnyniratjon it makiiig be- 
tween his apartmeDt and St. James's ; but as 1 do nol 
love to pcj ttia mysteries of state, I do mA at all know 
when the ladj will come over. 

Your frieiid» Mm. Flojd, is grown fat and wdl, under 
the duchess of lionet's care and direction at Knowle;. 
and my aan^ niece is gone for a few dajs (and I verilj 
believe as fiur as she can decently help) to bar father's. 
Our fnend CUrll has again reprinted what he called our 
letters, as a proper third part of Mr. Pope's. He should 
have made those bitter silly versea on me to have beea 
bis too, ioBtead of Sir WHfiam TmnibuU's, whom thejr 
just as much belonged to. But you patriots ^re so afraid 
of suppressing the press, that every body must sufier un- 
der t^ and the lies of the newspaper^ without hopes oC 
redress. Adieo^ my dear dean. 



TO DB. SHERIDAN. 

StpL 12, 1735« 

Herk is a very ingenious observation upon the days 
of the week, and in rhyme, worth your ofasenration, and 
very proper for the information of boys and ffo^ that 
they mi^ not forget lo reckon thent: Sunday's a pun 
day, Monday's a duo day, Tuesday's a news day, Wedr 
nesday's a friend'^ day, Thusday'^s a curKd day, Fri- 
day's a diy day, Saturday's the latter day. I intend 
somrthSng^ of equal use upon the months : as January, 
women vaiy. I shall likewise in due time make some 
sbservatioQ upon each year as it passes. Soforthepre- 
sent year 



208 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

Odc thoudaod ser^Q bandit and thirtj-five, 
When oirly the d-— and b-— ^ps will thrive^ 

And for the next. 

Cite thdtisand seven huildred atid thiiiy-sll, 
When the d-- — will carry the b-^^— ^ps to Styx. 

Pcrge : 

One thbdsand seven hutrdfed arid thirty-seVen, 
When the whrgs are so blind they niistake Hell for 
Heav'n. 

I will carry these predictions rtb farther than to ye^r 
2001, when the learned think the world wilFbe at an 
end, or the fine-all cat-a-strow-fee. 

m 

The last is the period, two thousand and one, 
When ro — and b-^ to Hell all ate gone. 

When that time comes, pray remember the discovery 
came from me. 

It is now time I should begin my letter. I hope you 
got safe to Cayab, and hiave got no cold in those tW6 
terrible days. Alt your friends are well, and I as I 
used to be. I received youiis. My humble seifVice to 
your kdy, and loVe to' ydur chifdten. I suppose you 
hdiVe all th^ news sent to you. I hear of no marriages 
goin^ on. Ode Dean Cross, an eminent divine, we hear 
is to be bishop of Cork. Stay till I ask a servant, what 
Patrick's betis ring for so late at nigtit — You fellow, is 
it for joy or sorrow ? I believe it some of 6ur royal 
birthdays. O, they tell me, it is for joy a new master 
is chosen for the cdrporati(>n of butchers. So iarewelL 
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FROM LORD BATHURST. 

BEAR DBAN, CtrencesteT^ Sept* 13, 1735. 

Though jou never answer any of my letters^ and I 
can never have a line from you, except in parliaineot 
time about an Irish cause, I do insist that without dela^ 
70U give me either by yourself or agents, immediate sa- 
tisfaction in these points. First, whether that artlde 
which I read in the news about one Butler, a shooting 
parson, be true or not ? secondly, whether he has yet 
begged pardon, and attested upon oath that it was with*- 
out design, and by accident that the gun went off? In 
case the fact be true, and that he has not yet made any 
sufficient or reasonable excuse, I require of you that 
you do immediately get some able painter to draw hli 
picture, and send it over to me, and I will order a great 
number of prints to be made of it, which shall be db- 
persed over all parts of the known world, that such t 
worthless rascal may not go any where without bcflog 
known. I make no doubt of his being immediate!)^ 
drove out of Ireland ; sach a brutal attempt upon the 
Drapier cannot be borne there ; and he would not ven- 
ture into* England when these prints of his person 'fire 
cpnt about, for he would certainly be knocked on the 
head in the first village he passes through. Perhaps he 
may think to skalk io Holland, the common refuge of 
- all scoundrels ; but he would soon find out, that Doctor 
Swuft (for so they pronounce the name) is in great es- 
teem there, for his learning and poHtteal writings. In 
France be would meet with worse reception ; for his wk 
is relished there, and many of his tracts, though spoiled 
by translation, are yet more admired than whai Sa Wilt 
by any among themselves. Should he go into Spsil^ 
he would find that doo Swifto 5* in the highest eetttMs 
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tioD, being thought to be lineally descended from Mi- 
guel de Cervantesy by a daughter of CtuevedoV Perhaps 
he may think to be safe in Poland during the timt of 
these troubles; but I can assure him, from the mouth of 
a Polish lady, who was lately in London, by name Ma- 
dam de^MoQtmorency, (for'she^as married to a French 
gentleman of that great family,) that Dr. Swift is per* 
fectly well known there; and 'she was very solicitous to 
know whether he were a Stanislaist or not, she being a 
zealous partisan for that cause. 

Now if this brute of ^ parson should find no security 
in Europe, and therefore slip into the East Indies ifi 
some Dutch ship, for a Dutchman may be found who 
would caity the Devil for a stiver or two extraordina- 
ry, he will be confoundedly surprised to find that Dr* 
Swift is known in China, and that next to Corifiicius^ 
his writings are in the greatest edteem. The missiona- 
ries have translated several European bodks into their 
language ; but I am well informed that none of then 
hare taken so well as his; and the Chinese, who are a 
very ingenious people, reckon Sif the only author wortk 
reading. It is well known that in Persia Koulikhan 
was at the pains to translate his works himself; being 
born a Scotsman, he understood them very well, and I 
am credibly informed that he read The Battle of the 
Books the night before he gave that great defeat to the^ 
Persian army. If he hc;aiB of this, he may imkgine that 
be shall find good reception at Constantinople ; but he 
will be bit there ; for many years ago an English rene- 
gado slave translated effendi Soif for them> and told 
them it was writ by an Englishman, with a design to In- 
troduce the Mahometaa religion ; thb' having got him 
bis liberty, and although it is not believed by the effen- 
di, the book aud the author are in the greatest esteem 
Vl»oo| them. If he goes into America^ he will not K|« 
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veceived ifito any EDglish, French, or Spanish settle- 
ment ; so that in all probalnlity he woul^be soon scalp* 
ed bj the wild Indiaos ; and in truth there would be 
qo rnsuiner of shame that a head should be uncovered 
that has so little brains in it. Brutality and ill nature 
proceed from the want of sense ; therefme, without having 
ever heard of him before, I can decide what he is, from 
this single action* Now I really believe no layman 
could have done such a thing. The wearing petticoats 
gives to most of tlie clergy (a few only excepted of su- 
perior underalauding) certaun feminine dispositions* 
They are commonly subject to malice and envy, and 
give more ixee vent to those passions : possibly for the 
same reason that women are observed to do so, because 
(hey cannot be called to account for it. When one of us 
does a brutal action to another, he may have his bead 
broke, or be whipped through the lupgs ; but all 
who wear petticoats are secure from such accident?* 
^ow to avoid farther trouble, I hope by this time hi^ 
gown is sti'ipped off his back, and the boys of Dublio 
have drawp him through a horsepond. Send me. an ac- 
count of this, and I shall be satisfied. Adieu, deav 
Dean ; I am got to the end of my paper, but. ypu may 
be assured that my regard for you will only end with 
the last breath of your iiedthful servant. 



FIIOM DR. KING. 

SIR, Lqndmi SepU 2^ 11[35. 

Soon aAer I came into England I was obliged to 
cross the seas again, and m^ into JFrance, upon a buslneM 
of consequence to my private affairs. I am but just returor 
cd to thif place, whore I hava met with your lettor «C 



212 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

2l8t of last montlk Since jou are so kind M to rqpeftl 
the promiae you made me when I was in Ireland, I shall 
expect the paper ^iih the greatest impatience. While 
I If as reading yom* letter, a person called on me, wh9 
does business for yon. I was in' hopes he had brought 
it yi'Wh him : but he told me, it would be sent by an<H 
ther hand. I will say nothing more of it here, thah that 
I am very sure it will please the public, and do honouf 
to the author. 

The gentleman, concerning whom you inquire, is a 
member of our liall ; but I have never yet seen him. He 
had left Oxford about the time I came from Dublin, to 
gpcnd the summer vacation in Herefordshire. My son, 
who IS well acquainted with him, assures me that he is ■ 
very ^ber, that he studies haixl, and constantly attends 
the exercises of the house. But I shall be able to give 
you a more particular account of him the next term, 
when I shall probably meet him in the hall : and he 
shall find me ready to do him any kind of service that 
may be in my power. 

I do not know whether my lawsuit will force roe inl6 
Ireland again the next term : as yet I have not received 
any summons from my managers. I should indeed be 
well pleased to defer my journey till the next spring, 
for Dublin is not a very good winter abo<lefOf a water 
drinker. However, I do not neglect my defence, espe-^ 
cially that part of it which you mention.^ It is now in 
such forwardnetfi, that as I compute, it will be finished 
in six weeks at farthest. There are some alterations 
which I hope you will approve. 

I rejoice to hear that the honest doctorf has good sue- 

^ This alludefl to The Toast, a satirical poem, to which Dr. King 
Yi'as instigated by some monstrous us^ge that he had received from his 
aDtagonists in the suit. D. ^. 

f Sberidao, p.S, ' . 
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cesB in his oew school If the load of hu baggage 
should endanger his vessel again, I think he has no other 
remedy left, but to throw it into the sea. What is he 
doing with his bans mots ? and when does he design ta 
send them abroad ? - 

My son/ who is very proud tobe in your thoughts, de* 
sires me >to present his most humble service to you. I 
am, with great truth, sir, 

Your most obedient and 

most humble servant, 

W. K. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN.. 

* 

Sept. 30, 1 735. 
Yesterday was the going out of the last lord mayors 
and 10 day the coming in of the new, who is Aldermaa 
Grattan. The duke* was at both dinners, but I thought 
it enough to go to day, and I came away before six, with 
very little meat or drink. The clubf meets in a week, 
and I determine to leave the town as soon as possible, for 
I am not able to live witliin the air of such raiscals ; 
but whither to go, or how far ny health will permit me 
to travel, I cannot tell; for my mind misgives me, that 
you are neither in humour nor capacity to receive roe as^. 
a guest. I had your law letter. Those things require 
serious consideration : in order to bring them to a due- 
perfection, a wise man will prepare a large fund of. 
idioms ; which are highly useful when literally trans- 
lated by a skilful, eloquent hand, and, except oiur JLof^' ' 

^^ The duke of Dorset, lord lieutcDAat H. 
7 The Irish parllameot H. 
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fUhAngUcuBi is the most necessary as well as oroament&l 
part of huBiao learuing. But theo we must take spe* 
cial care of lofusiog the most oiseful precepts for the di- 
rectioo of human life, particularly for iDstriictiog priucesy 
aud great ministers, distributiog out praises and censures 
with the utmost impartialitj and justice. This is what 
I have presunied to attempt, although verj conscious to 
myself of my. inferior abilities for such a perforroancek 
I begin with '' lady ;" and because the judicious Mr. 
Locke says it is necessary to settle terms, before we 
write upon any subject, I describe a certain female of 
your acquaintance, whose name shall be " Dorothy ;^^ 
it is in the following manner t " Dolis astra per^ astra 
mel> a sus, a quoque ct ; atra pes, an id lar, alas ibo 
nes, a prae ter, at at lar, avi si ter, age ipsi, astro lar, air. 
empti pate, a^'se lar, aram lar, an et, ades e ver, ast rum- 
pet, ad en, a gam lar, agrum lar, ac ros pus, afflat error, 
ape e per, as noti nos, ara ver^ adhuc stare, asso fis ter» 
avi per, ad rive lar, age lar, apud lar, a fis lar, a fis ter^ 
a far ter, as hi ter, anus lar, a musiar, arat lar, a minxi* 
mus, a pratapace, a gallo per, a sive," Most learned sir, 
I entreat you will please to observe (since I must speak 
in the vulgar language) that in the above forty-three de* 
nominations for females, many of them end with the do* 
mestic deity Lar, to show that women were chiefly cre- 
ated for family affairs ; and yet I cannot hear that any 
other author hath made the same remark. I have like* 
wise begun a treatise of geography (the Angloanglarians 
call it erroneously Jog Ralph I) ^ Mei quo te sunroo 
fit ? Astra canis a miti citi ; an dy et Ali caotis qui te 
as bigas it. Barba dos is more populus. An tego is a 
des aiti here." I have a third treatise to direct young 
ladies in reading. ^ Ama dis de Gallis a fine his tori, an 
dy et Belli anis is ab et er. Summ as eurus Valeiit Id 
an Dorso ne isthmos te Icgant ovum alto bis ore. I 
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canoa me fore do msesti din\ males o falliqae oat tire; 
Da mel I, ac at) antt, amcfsli, fanda laedi ; I iMe ad amo 
UBto o ; a kedi inde edi mite es caeptas a beasti e verjne 
et aratti Hugo ut. Pneis mi cum pari sooo dius orno ?-' 
I believe some evil spirit hatb ^ot possessioD ,of you 
and a few others, in conceiviog I hare any power with 
the duke of Dorset, or with aoy one bishop or roan of 
power. I did but glance a siogle word to the duke 
about as proper a thing as he could do, and yet he 
turned it off to some other discourse. You say one 
word of my mouth will do, &c. I believe the rhyme of 
my word would do just as much. Am I not uMversal- 
}y known to be one, who dislikes all present persona 
and proceedings ? Another writes to desire, that I would 
prevail on the archbishop of Dublin to give him the best 
prebend of St. Patrick's. Let bishop Clayton allow the 
resignation, since Donnellan is provided for. I mention- 
ed to the duke that Donnellan should be dean of Cork, 
on purpose to further the resignation of old Caulfield, 
but it would not do, though Caulfield seems to have 
some hopes, and it is bishop Clayton's fault if he does 
DO yield, &c. 



FROM MR. MOTTE. 

HONOURED SIR, London, Oct*, 4, 17354 

Mrs. Launcelot, who dined with me to-day, and de- 
sired me to present her bumble service, showed me part 
of a letter from you, which gave me so much coocero, 
that I would Dot let a post slip without writing to yoa 
upon the subject of it Toti are pleased to express an 
apprehension, that Mrs. Fentoo's money has not been 
regularly paid, befause you have not beard from me for 
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abave a twelvemonth. . I hope I have accounted to 
70UT satisfaction for my silence in a letter which Misi 
Hyde delivered to you since the date of yours to Mhi; 
Launcelot : and as to Mrs. Fenton^s annuity, I have 
[punctually paid it, and shall continue to do so until I 
receive your commands to the contrary. The next 
payment will be called for a few days after the first of 
November, and unless you forbid it befove that time, I 
shall pay it. Mr. Fenton, her son, who recdves it, is a 
man of worth and honour, and I am persuaded will re- 
turn me the money, should it be paid him from any 
other quarter. . I am surprised to find by Mrs. Hyde 
tiiat my last, which was written the latter end of July, 
had so slow a passage, as not to come to your hand until 
the 13th of September. 

I have been so particular (I fear even to tediousness) 
ia that letter^ that I have nwt-hing to add, but a repeti- 
tion of the sincere profession I there made, that I afli|^ 
with all possible gratitude, truth, and sincei*ity, sir, - 
Youi' obliged and obedient humble servant, 

B. MOTTE. 



FROM DR. SHERIDAN. 

'toEAR SIR, Oct. 5, 1 735. 

Ijn the first place I was heartily rejoioed to see yeup 
letter, for I was afraid you were net welK Now I 
shall answer as much as my time will permit ; (but be- 
fore I proceed, remember I expect you here next Satur- 
day ; for I am both in Immour and capacity te recenw: 
you. I sliall get your answer on Thursday next, Bad- 
then I shall go as far as Virginia to meet you.. Leave 
Dublin on Wednesday; ride to DHnshaglaa thatd^iTV 
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1 2 miles. From thence to Navan on Thursday, 11 
miles. A Fridaj to Yirginia, 15 miles, where I will 
meet jou that evening with a couple of bottles of the 
best wine in Ireland, and a piece of my own mutton, &c^ 
A Saturday morning we set out for Cavan, where joiii 
will find dinner ready at your arrival. Bring a cheese? 
toaster to do a mutton chop now and then ^ and do not 
forget some rice ; we have none good here ; but aH 
other eatables in perfection) I beg pardon for the long 
foregoing parenthesis (the next shall be shorter) you see 
it was necessary. Ure Dolis a de vel it hinc. Mi 
mollis ab uti, an angeli se. An has fine iis, a fine face, 
ab re ast as no, a belli for a que en. An di me quis 
mi molli as I pies. As for your jogg Ralph, I may 
say without vanity, that I exceed you as far as from east 
to west. First, with submission, you should have begua 
with the Poles Are Tick Ann Tarr Tick, next the May 
read dye Ann, the Eak water, the whore Eyes on, the 
Eak lip Tick, the Trow Pick of can sir, the Trow pick 
of Cap rye corn, or Cap Rick horn, the twelve signes 
Aare I ease, Tower us. Jay me knee, Can Sir, lay O, 
Veer goe, lye braw (quoth the Scotchman) Sage it are 
eye us, Cap wrye corn us, hack weary us, and piss ia ; 
together with Cull ewers, Zounds, and Climb bats, &c. 
&c. In order to give you a full idea of the chief towns 
in Europe, I shall only mention some of Lord Peterbo- 
tow's rambles. He had like to break al Lisbon in Por- 
tugal : he Mad rid through Spain ; he could not find 
Room in Italy : he was Constant in a puU among the 
Turks : he met with his name sake Peter* s burgh Id 
Musk O vye : he had like to Crack O in Poland : whea 
he came to Vye any, he did there Je^ many : in France 
he declared the king of Great Britain, with its king upoa 
the Par is : in di certain northern country he took a 
frolic to put on a Frytr's Cope ; and then he was in 

VOL. XIX. K 
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Cop0 in Hag in. Fray Dean mark that. In Holland 
he met with a G — amsterj — Damyoa^ said he in apas^ 
sioD, for a cheat : he* was^there poxt by a whore ; an^ 
he cried put, Rot ker dam h^r. Thus far I know of his 
travels to the Low Countries and do farther. Thus far 
you see I am in humour : although the devil be in obe 
end of mj house, I defj her, because I have the other 
for 70U and me. Another thing I must promise when 
you come, that we shall not quit our learned corres-. 
pondence, but write up and down stairs to one another, 
and still keep on our agreeable flights. The devil take 
all the Des in Christendom, for a pack of saucy scabsi 
When you are here you will despise them all ; and you 
shall be tioubled with no club, but such as will keep 
you put of the dirt; Do not lose this good weather, I 
beseech you ; for every thing is ready for you. If you 
do not li^e your lodgings, you shall not pay a farthing ; 
and if you do, I have the remedy in my own purse. Do 
not think to spunge upon me for any thing but roeat« 
diink, and lodging ; for I do assure you, as the world 
^oes, I can afford jou nothing else. Yes^ I beg par- 
don, I can give your horses good grass, and perhaps a 
feed of oats now and then. My turf b all home, so is 
my corn, but my hay not yet. I expect it on Monday, 
which is the next day after 'Sunday, the very day you 
will receive this, the day before Tuesday, and I hope 
two days before you begin your journey, which I hope 
will be a happy one. May you arrive safe, is the sio- 
cere wish of, dear sir, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
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FROM DR. SICAN. 



HON orBED sn^ Paris^ OcL 20, 1 735. 

Mr. Arbuthnot's abeence from Paris was the oocanoD 
of his DOt receiving joar kind letter till vithin these few 
dajs ; but upon the reception of it, he treated me with 
great civility, invited me to dinner, and inquired very 
earnestly concerning your health, which was drunk by a 
large company then present^ for though you were pleas- 
ed to tell me yon had no acquaintance at Paris, I can 
safely afiirm, that as often as I have been for half an 
hour with any English gentlemap, some one or other has 
had the vanity to say he knew you. fie has^ in a very 
obliging manner, promised me any acts of friendship in 
his power, whether I remain at Paris, or should pro- 
ceed to the soCith of France ; and seems to be a gentle- 
man possessed of a laige share <^ wit, good humour, sin- 
cerity, and honesty ; though, upon the closest inspec- 
tion, I could not perceive the hair in the palm of his 
•band. I have met with another exception to that rule 
in the Chevalier Ramsay, nho sends you his besl«re- 
spects. I have employed the greatest part of this sum- 
mer in taking a view of every thing curious within four 
leagues of this city ; but shall not trouble you with a 
detail of palaces, paintings, statues, &c. as I flatter my- 
self Mr. Arfouthnot's friendly solicitatious, joinedvto a 
due regard to your health, will prevail upon you to 
undertake that journey next summer. The roads are 
excellent, post-chaises very commodious, and the beds 
the best in the worid ; but the face of the country in 
general is very wretched ; of which I cannot mention a 
more lively instance than that you meet with wooden 
shoes and cottages like those in Ireland, before you lose 
sight <tf Versailles. I am persuaded, sir, you will find 
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a particular pleasure in taking a view of the French no- 
blemens' bouses, arising from the similitude between the 
good treatment the Houbynhnras meet with here, and 
tliat which you have observed in your former travels. 
The stables that Lewis the Fouileenth has built, are 
very magnificent ; I should do them an injury in com* 
paring them to the palace of St. James's : yet these 
seem but mean to any one who has seen that of the 
duke of Bourbon at Cbantilli, which Hes in a straight 
line, and contains stalls for near a thousand horses, with 
large intervals between each ; and might very weU, at 
first view, be mistaken for a noble palace : some hun- 
dreds of Yahoos are constantly employed in keeping it 
clean. But if any one' would be astonished, he most 
pay a visit to the machine of Marly, by means of which 
water is raised half a mile up a hill, and from thence 
conveyed a league fuilher to Versailles, to supply the 
water Avorks. Lewis might have saved this vast ex- 
pense, and have had a more agreeable situation, finer 
prospects, and water enough, by building his palace 
near the' river ; but then he would not have conquered 
nature. 

Upon reading Boileau's account of the Petit Mmsan^ 
or Bedlam of Paris, I was tempted to go see it : it ia a 
low flat building, without any upper rooms, and m^t 
he a good plan for that you intend to found, but that it 
takes up a greater space than the city perhiqps would 
give; this is common to men and women: there is 
another vastly more capacious, and consisting of several 
stories, called the HopUal de Femmesy for the use of tlie 
fair sex only. I shall not presume to take up any part 
of your time in describing the people of France, sioce 
they have been so excellently painted by Julius Csesar, 
near two thousand years ago : if there be any differenoeb 
they are obliged for it to the tailors and perukemakerq. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 22* 

The ladies ooiy might help to iiDprove the faTonrable 
opinioi] you have always eotertaioed of the sex, npoo 
acGoimt of their great usefulnesB to maokiod, leamii^ 
modesty, and many other valuable qualities. I should 
have informed you, «ir. that Mr. Arbutbnot ioquired ve- 
ry kindly after Mr. Leslie ; but as I have oot the ho- 
noiur to know that geotleroao, I was not able to satidy 
him, but referred him to you, who can do it much better 
than, sir, your most obliged humble servant, 

J. SICAN. 



TO MR. POPE. 




I ANswEium .._-— «-rciatin& to Curll, &c I be- 
lieve my k^ters have escaped being published, because 
I wriie nothing but nature and friendship, and particular 
incidents which could make no figure in writing. I hare 
observed that not only Voiture, but likewise Tully and 
Pliny writ their letters for the public view, more than 
for the sake of their correspondents; and I am glad of 
it, OS account of the entertainment they have given me. 
Bakac did the same thing, but with more stiffness, and 
consequently less diverting : now I must tell yon that 
you are to look upon me as one going very fast out of 
the world; but my Jledi and bones are to be carried to 
Holyhead, for I will oot lie in a country of slaves. It 
pleases me to find that you begin to dislike things in 
spite of your philosophy ; your Muse cannot Yorbear her 
hints to that purpose. I cannot travel to see you ; other- 
wise I sc^emnly protest I would do it I have an inten- 
tion to pa^B this winter in the country with a firiend for- 
ty miles ofl^ and to ride only ten miles a day, yet is ray 
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healthso uncertain tl^t I fear it will not be io my power. 
I often ride a dozen miles, but I come home to my 
own bed at night : my best way would be to marry, for 
in that case any bed would be better than my own. I 
found you a very young man, and I left you a middle 
aged one; you knew me a middle aged man, and now 

I am an old one. Where is my lord ? metbudu I 

am inquiring after a tulip of last year. — '' You need not 
apprehend any CurU's meddling with your letters to me ; 
I will not destroy them, but have ordered my executors 
to do that office." I have a thousand things more to 
say, longcevitas est garrulOy but I must remember I have 
other letters to write if I have time, which I spend ta 
tell you so ; I am ever, dearest sir, your, <&c. 



FROM THE REV. MR. DUXSi:^jc,iijuAJM. 

sill, CUyne^ OcL 31. , 

TiiorGH I have hitherto forbore troubling you with 
my acknowledgments for many favours, which Ycry 
justly demanded them, yet the late application to the 
duke in my^ behalf, (which I had an account of from 
my sister) is such an instance of kindness ^md regard, 
as will not suffer me to be silent i I must beg leave to 
return you my best thanks for it, and at the same time 
let you know what a thorough and true sense I have of 
your goodness to me, and the great honour you have 
done me by appearing in my favour. I am sufficient- 
ly acquainted with your dislike* to recommending, aa 
well as the deserved regard that is paid to your judg- 
ment and opinion, to know how to set a proper value 
on both. And be the success of this affair what It 
will, I think myself happy in having engaged in it, 
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18 it has been the occaaoo of jaar flhowiog that yoa 
honoured me with some ahare of your friendship and 
regard, which will always be my greatesf pleasure and 
praise. 

J suppose, or, yon have heard what a handsome 
mark I have faitely received of the bishop of Cloyne's 
favour; and iiow handsomely it was given; unasked 
and unexpected, Bnd without any regard to kindred or 
application. It is a very good preferment, worth at least 
3002. per annum ; and is made much more valuable and 
agreeable, by the manner in which it vrs bectowed. and t 
especially by coming from a person whom you have 
an esteem for. I was the other day to view my house, 

ami was much pleased with the situation, which is 
very pretty ana rouiauiic Mt mmiuo vu cue tmum..vr • 

that are very green, pleasant, and woody. Its nearness 
to Cork (being within four miles of 4i) would make the 
deanery of that place a very convenient and desiraUe 
gflHitinn. aiwl was what ioducod my friends to think of 
it for me. What success their applications are' likely to 
meet with, I cannot say : this I am sure of, that I can* 
not be deprived of the sincere satisfaction I receive 
firom having your interest and good wishei^ and shall 
always retain a most grateful remembrance d* them. 
The bidiop of, Cloyne diesires you will accept of h!s 
best services; and I beg you will believe me, with 
the greatest leqiect, sir. 

Tour most obliged and 

obedient humble servant 

. CHR. DOmfELUiN. 
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TO MR. MOTTE. 

siH^ N0V. 1, 1735. 

Mr» Faulkner io printing those yolumes, did what 
I much disliked, aod jet what was not Id 1117 power 
to binder; and all mj friends pressed him to print 
them, and gave him what manuscript copies they had 
occasionaUy gotten from me ; mj desire waa that those 
works should have beeo printed in London, by an 
agreement between those who had a right to. them. 
1 am, sir, with great truth, 

Your most humble and affectionate servant, 



FROM MRS. PENDARVF^. 

8l&^ Paradijt£^NinLB* 17.*15. 

I THINK I have been a great while witliout writ- 
ing to 70U, and hope you are of my mind. I would 
rather be chid by you for my silence than have you 
pass it over quietly, for that would have such an air 
of indiflferenoe as would greatly alarm me. Absence 
is generally thought a great weakener of ioclioatioo : I 
am apt to think it will prove my friend with you. Our 
acquaintance was so short, I had not time to disgrace 
myself with you. I was ambitious of gaining your es- 
teem, and put on all my best aira to effect it : I left you 
at a critical moment; another month's conversation might 
have ruined al). I still beg you will encourage your 
indulgent way of thinking of me. What will you gain 
by discovering my follies ? and I shall lose the honour 
of your friendship; which loss cannot be repaired ia 
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Eagland or Irelaod. If Mrs. DoDnellan is my true 
friend, she has, by way of excusing me, told you my dis» 
tress for my sister, which now I hope is over. I refer 
you to Mrs. Donnellan for her character ; and that will 
justify to you my great care and coficern for her. 

I cannot help lamenting Dr. Delany's retirement. I 
expected his benevolent disposition would not have su^ 
fered him to rob his friends of the pleasure and advantage 
of his company : if you have not power to draw him 
from his solitude, no other person can pretend to do^U 
I was in hopes the weekly meetings would have beea 
renewed and continued. Mrs. Douoellan is much disap- 
pointed, and I fear I am no longer a toast. 

I am thoroughly convinced that a reasonable creature 
may live with more comfort and credit in Dublin than 
in Loudon ; as much convinced of it, as that I should 
be richer with eight hundred pounds a year than four. 
But to what purpose is it for me to regret my poverty ? 
My lot is thrown on English ground ; I have no pre- 
tence to fly my country : furnish me with one, and you 
have laid temptations enough in my way to make me 
ready to embrace it. 

I have been two months in this place, which has all 
the advantages of tlie country ; as quietness, cheapness,' 
and wholesome air. I use a good deal of exercise in the 
morning; in the evening I, read a play with an audible 
voice. I am now reading Beaumont and FletcherV 
works : they entertain me extremely. Sometimes I read 
a little philosophy, Der^iam's lectures : many things are 
too abstruse for me in thai study ; but I fancy myself, 
in some respects, much wiser than I was before I read 
them. If you do not approve of my studies, I hope you 
will recommend what you thiidL'will be more Itocbiy^ad- 
vantage* ^^ . 

K 2 
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I am sorrj to find, hj your letter, that Mrs. Doifnel- 
lao does not see 70U often : she canaot be pleased with 
a situation that prevents her haviag that satisfaction. I 
depended upon your meeting often; and what is more, 
upon being sometimes the subject of jour conversation. 
I am>glad to hear of her brother's promotion : he very 
well deserves good fortune ; he knows how to enjoy it 
handsomely, and scorns to court it meanly. I think I 
have made you a cpuntry visit : if I have not quite 
tired you, I hope you will soon challenge another: I 
know you pay me a great compliment in writing ; and, 
if I was very well bred, I ought, not to insist upon your 
doing any thing that may give you trouble ; but I only 
consider my own advantage, and cannot give up a cor- 
respondence I value so much. I am, sir. 

Tour most obliged and humble servant, 

M. PENDARVES. 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY.* 

Those parts of the letter distinguished by inverted conunas (****) wer^ 

written by Dr. Sheridan. 

MADJLM, ^ Nov* 8, 1735. 

NoynxsER 3, to Dunshallan, twelve long miles, very 
weary ; November 4, to Kells, sixteen miles, ten times 
wearier : the 5th, to Crosskeys, seventeen long miles, 
fifty times wearier ; the 0th, to Cavan, five miles, wea- 
riest of all : yet I baited every day, and dined where I 

* A fi*3t cousin of the dean's, who came from her own house at the 
othef Jbfid of Dublin three days in each week, to read and chat with 
ium« diet 8tella*s death, being the principal female that fre<iaented 
his labie for many years, while his memory remained. D. S. 
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lay; aod this very day I am weary, and my shin bad, 
yet I never looked oo it. I have bden now the third 
day at Cavan,'the doctor's Canaan, the dirtiest place I 
ever saw, with the worst wife and daughter, and the most 
cui-sed sluts and servants on this side Scotland. Let the 
doctor do his part. — *' JN'ot quite so bad, I assure you» 
although his teal was spoiled in the roasting : and I can 
assure you that the dirt of our streets is not quite over 
bis shoes, so that he can walk dry. If he would wear 
|/)lashes, as I do, he would have no cause of complaint 
As for my wife and daughter, I have nothing to say to 
them^ and therefore nothing to answer for them. I hope 
Avhen the weather meujds, that eveiy thing will be bet- 
ter, except the two before mentioned. Now the deaui 
is to proceed.'' — In short, but not literally in short, I got 
hither, not safe and sound, but safe and sore. Looking 
in my equipage I saw a great packet that weighed a 
pound : I thought it was iron, but found it Spanish liquo- 
rice, enough to serve this whole country who had coughs 
for nine years. My beast told me it was you forced 
him to put it all up. Pray go sometimes to the de^ery, 
and see how the world goes there. The doctor is a phi- 
losopher above all economy, like philosopher Webber. 
I am drawing him into a little cleanliness about his 
house. The cook roasted this day a fine teal to a cin- 
der ; for the wife and daughter said, they did not know 
but I loved it well roasted. The doctor, since his Ipst 
illness, complains that he has a straitness in his breast, 
and a difficulty in breathing. Pray give him your 
advice, and I will write to your brother Helsham this 
post for his. Write me no news of the club^ and get 
one of them to fi'ank your letters, that they* may be 
worth reading. — ^^ Dear madam, I beg you may rather 
think me like the devi], or my wife, than Webber. I 

do assure yQu that my house, aod all about it, is cleao 

X 3 
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iQ poteotii. ' If you do not uaderatand so rouGli logidl:^ 
Mr. HarrisoQ'*^ will tell you ; but I suppose you ignorant 
of notbiog but doing any thing wrong. Be pleased to 
send roe one of your fattest pigeons in a post letter, aad 
I will send you in return a fat goose, under cover to one 
of the club. The d^n may say what he pleases of my 
ay con O ray; buM assure you I have this moment ia 
my house, a quarter of fat beef, a fkt sheep, two mal- 
lards, a duck, and a teal, beside some fowl in s()uadrons. 
I wbh you were here. Ask the dean if I have not fine 
ale, table drink, good wine, and a new pair of tables. 
Now hear the dean." — It grows dark, and I cannot read 
one syllable of what the doctor last writ ; but conclude 
all to be a parcel of Kes. How are eldest master and 
miss ? with your clerk and schoolboy ? So God bless you 
all. If the doctor has any thing more to say, let him 
conclude, as I do, with assm'ance that I am ever, with 
great affection, yours, <&c. 

Read as you can, for I believe I have made forty jn»- 
takes. Direct for me at Doctor Sheridan^s in Cavap ^ 
but let a clubman frank it, as I do this. Mr. Rochfort 

is my franker : yours may be General — ^ or some 

other (great t>east of a) hero. My two puppies have, m 
the whole journey, overpuppied their.puppyships. Most 
abominable bad firing ; nothing but wet tarL " The 
devil a lie I wiit, nor will I write to the end of »y fife« 
May all happiness attend you and your family^ I am^ 
with all good wishes and affection. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

« You were plaguy saucy, wlio did not like my nuts r 
I do assure you mj dog Lampey cracks them f tbe 
dean is my witness*" 

•Mn,WhitewayV eldest SOD. D.S. 
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FROM MRS. WHITEWAY. 

8IB, Nov. 8, 1 735. 

I KNOW the moment ;du took this letter into your 
hand what- you said, which was, pox od all Irish writei4 ^' 
and Irish letters. It is rerj little trouble I am going to 
give you, only be pleased to answer the following ques- 
tions. How does your leg do ? How is your head ? 
How is your stomach ? How many days were you on 
the road ? How did you lie ? How does Dr. Sheridan ? 
How do you like Cavan ? And how do all the good vic- 
tuals Dr. Sheridan promised you turn out ? And now, sir, 
I beg you will be pleased^ to suppose, that I began my 
letter by intreating the favour of hearing from you ; and 
if that is too great an honour for me, that you will order 
somebody else to do it. Dr. Sheridan would give six- 
pence I would ask who, rise off his chair, make me a low 
bow, and uncover, to have the opportunity of telling 
me. 

Now to write politely, when I change my subject, I 
always break off, and begin a new paragraph. 

Mr. Waller has printed an advertisement, offering teu 
guineas reward to any person that wiH discover the au- 
thor of a paragraph, said to be the case of one Mr. 
Throp. I do not know whether you heard any thing «f 
such an affair before you left town, but I think it is said 
there is some trial to be about it before the house of com- 
mons, either next week, ot the week following. I. beg 
you win not leave your papers and letters on the table, 
as you used to do at -the deanery, for boys and girls -aiid 
wives will foe peeping ; particularly be pleased to take 
care of mine. It iacertain I write correctly, and wiA a 

* A cant expression, nrach used io tbofe times opoQ all t)eca|rioiii> 
and here ridkuled. D. S. 
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great deal of method; but hdwevet I am afraetd of CurlL 
Dr. Sheridan has mj free leave to read this^ oo codditioo 
he burns it instantly ; but first let him take notice of all 
the compliments I make him. Maj be you imagine that 
if you answer this, you will be no more plagued with my 
letters; but I have learned from Molly* never to have 
done with my demands on you : therefore write, or not 
write, (unless you command otherwise) yoii shall hear 
once a week from, sir, 

Your most obedient and . 

Most obliged humble servant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY^ 

Molly is just come from the deanery ; every thing is in 
good order. She saw Mrs. Ridgeway there. Young 
Harrison and his sister present you their n^ost obe- 
dient respects. v 



FROM AN UNKNOWN LADY. 

HON. SIR, Castletomn, Nov. 9, 1 735. 

Excuse a stranger's address ; nothing but the opinion 
I have of your generosity and humanity could encourage^ 
me to lay before you the enclosed poem, being the piXH 
duct of a woman's pen.t I see the severe strokes you 
lay on the faulty part of our sex, from which number I 
do not pretend to exempt myself: yet venture to desire 
your judgment of this little unfinished piece, which I 
send you without giving myself the leisure to correct it,, 
willing that your hand should bestow the last beauties. 
The muse is my best copapanion: and if you compas- 

* Mi88 Harrison. D. S. 
t The poem is loit D. 9. 
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sionate the desolate, permit me this satisfaction, since a 
book and & looely walk^are all the Ratifications I afford 
my senses, though not dulled with years. I must intreat 
you to thraw away two or three lines in answer to this ; 
and beg leave to conceal my name, till I have tlie honour 
of writing to you again ; which» if you will allow, I shaM 
trouble you, with a view of several sketches that I writ 
occasionally, and will no longer conceal the name o^ 
honoured sir. 

Your most humble servant, 

M. M. 

Sir, direct to Mrs. Mary Moran, at Castletown, uear 
Gorey, in the county of Wexford. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

London^ Nov, 13, 1735. 

I HONESTLY confcss I was honouTcd with yours afMve 
a month ago, which odght in all love and reason to have 
been answered a great while since ; but I know your 
sauciness, as well as you know my niece^s; with this 
difference, that as age is to mend hers, it makes yours 
grow worse : and the answer to mine had been — Oh ! 
she can give a quick reply to mine ! Now the duke 
and duchess are here, she wants to know more frequent 
ly how and what they do. 

I can tell you no story of the ring (which you want 
to know) but that it came to my hands through proper 
windings and turnings from an earl of Peterborow ; and 
the connoisseurs say, it is an antique, and a pretty 
good one.' I am very well pleased and happy, if it 
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evar serves to put you lo mind that I am your- humble 
servant. 

I came last week from mj house in Northamptom^ire. 
I cannot say the weather permitted me much exercise 
abroad ; but as that house is large, the necessary steps 
the mistress must make^ is some ; and I never lost any 
time I could get to walk out, and sometimes drove 
abroad in a chair, with one borse ; for, being a bad rider, 
I approve much more of that than mounting my palfry. 
And whether it was this, gv the country air, or chance, 
I know not ; but, thank God, I am at present as well a» 
ever I was in my life. • 

* 

I am wholly ignorant who is or will be bishop of 
Cork; for his grace is sudi a siily conceited man, that 
he never vouchsafes to consult me in the affairs of hifr 
kingdom. I only know that I wish heartily for Dr* 
Whetcombe,"^ because he seems to W a modest good sort 
of a roan ; and that besides, by your commands, I was 
the thoroughfare for a step to his preferment before ; and^ 
therefore, if I was his grace, since there can be no ob- 
jection against him in this, he should have it. But a» 
these matters are above my capacity, I do assure you I 
do not in the least pretend to meddle with them. 

I hope, whenever you ask me about the countess and 
Geoi^e, I sh^ll be sble to answ^ yon, as I can ssibly 
do now, that as yet there is no sort of appearance that 
they like one another the worse for wearing. Mrs. 
Composition is much your humble servant, and has not 
yet got her winter cough. God bless you, and adieu. 

* John Whetcombe, D. D. thea fellow of Dublio College, made 
bishop of Cloniert io Ireland^ 1735 ; traoslated to Cashell, 1752 ; %od 
«ediam4. N. 
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TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Cavun^ Nov. 15> 1735. 

# # # # #*#** 

* » « * *» * * # 
I writ the above liues in the dark, aod cannot read them 
by a candle: what I meant was, to boast of havini^ 
written to you first, and given you a full account of my 
journey. I enclosed it in a cover to Mr. Rochfort, in 
which I desired he would send it to your house : the 
doctor had his share in the letter: although we could 

not give satisfaction toaUjaur^questions, I now will to 
^^^^, xrxy icg IB iiatner worse"; noni an fidnest man, an 

apothecary here, says it begins to ripen, and it is in no 

manner of danirpr . h..» T .^— »^ cv ^ciB«.j frincum* 

flamed it a little. I now keep my leg upon a level, .and 
the easier because the weather is so foul that I cannot 
walk at all. This is the dirtiest town, and, except some 
few, the dirtiest.people I ever saw, particularly the mis* 

t«o66, daughter, au^l iK».^— ^ ^r tu;„ KniMA. Mv punsi^^ 

butler is very happy, by finding himself among a ract 
of fools almost as nasty as himself. I must now put 
you upon travelling. Tou must inquire where Shde 
my wine merchant lives, and order him to have the 
twelve dozen of wine in bottles ready packed up. . It 
must be the wine that was two months in bottles (as he 
assured me) before I left Dublin; for these a carrier 
will be ready next week to bring them hither.^ The 
deanery woman must be ready, and Kenrick.Md Laud 
must assist ; and the carrier most take them hw$ Sbele'a 
cellar, ready packed up. My service to Miss Harrison* 
Pray send her hither by the first carrier ; and give her 
eighteen pence to bear her chaises ; of which I will 
pay three-pence, and the doctor intends paying another 
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peooy. • By-the conduct of this farailj, I apprehend the 
day of jiidgmeut is approaching ; tite father against the 
daughter, the wife against the husband, &c. I battle as 
well as I can, but in vain ; and you. shall change my 
name to Doctor Shift. We abound in wild fowl, by 
the goodness of a gentleman in this town, who shoots 
ducks, teal, woodcocks, snipes, hares, &c. for us. Our 
kitchen is a hundred yards from the house ; but the way 
is soft, and so fond of oiir shoes, that it covers them 
with its favours. My first attempt was to repair the 
summerhouse, and make the way passable to it ; where- 
upon Boreas was so angiy, that he blew off the roof. 

This is the seventh day of my landing here, of which 
wc have had twu ouu a nau luicmwiv. *!«** u^r^,^ *^ 

at school ; when he comes I will inquire who is this ro- 
manlic cnevalier -^— ^. ab w ^^w.ai— i_ - j -- *• ^ 

if I was in town I would, for the ten guineas^ let him 

know the author of the narrative ; and I wish you would, 

by a letter in an unknown hand, inform him of what I 

say ; for I want the money to. repair some deficiendet 

^.. T^i f^ , » ^t^m^mm mrrbua and the doctOT,* 

and my love to the two boys. I shall i^till enclose to 
John Rochfort, except he fails in sending you my letters. 
Service to Mrs. Morgan ; I hope her husband's roan has 
prevailed to be of ihe club. Adieu. Pray take care 
of the wine, on which my health depends. Beg a duck 

from the doctor. 

" Beg a duck I beg a dozen. You shall not beg, but 
command. The dean may talk of the dirtiness of thii 
town ; but I can assure you, that he had more upon his 
shoes y^terday than is at the worst in our corporatioDi 
wherever he got it. As for my part, I am tired of him, 
for I can never get him out of the dirt ; and that my 

* YouDg Mr. HarriiOD. J). S. 
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stairs, and the poor cleanly maids, know very well. Too 
know that he talks ireoically." 



FROM MRS. SICAN. 



/ 



REV. SIR, iV^ov. 15, 1735. 

A GENTLEMAN, who Is just arrived from Paris, brought 

me a letter from mj soo, who presents his duty to you, 

and desires me to send you the enclosed* I am sure I 

was glad Qf any occasion to write to you, in hopes of the 

pleasure- of hearing you were well, and arrived safe at 

the land of Canaan. The hurt you received in your 

shin, I was afraid would prevent your going out of 

town : I beg to know how it is now. I believe you 

will be pleased to bear poor Throp has justice done him 

in College Green. The trial lasted till midnight, and 
Two fui/uw ^i _. . " 

to petition the house to oblige Colonel Waller to wave 
bis privilege; but It' Is thought be wHl Qot obtain that 
favour. 

Lady Acheson came to town yesterday. She desired 
me to present her best respects to you, and tell you she 
is something belter. Lord Orrery is fretting himself to 
death that he did not come to town time enough to enjoy 
the happiness of your conversation. Our Irish ladies 
made a fine appearance the birthday at the castle ; no* 
thing about them Irish but their souls and bodies: I 
think they tnay be compared to a city on fiie, which 
shines by that which destroys them. Several dealers io 
raw silk are broke : the weavers, having no encourage- 
ment to work up the rilk, sold it, and drank the money; 
I beg you will give my service to Dr. Sheridan, who I 
hope is recovered. His old friend Lord Clancarty 
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driolu 60 hard, it is believed he will kill himseU. beibre 
his lawsuit is ended. I hope you will like the countij 
about a month, and then order Mrs. Whiteway and me 
to bring a coach and six and set you safe at home, for 
thb is no riding weather. I am, with the most profouod 
respect, dear sir, 

.Your most obliged humble servant, 

E.SICAN., 



FROM MRS- WHITEWAY. 

iiR, Nov. 15, 1735. 

I iM most extremely obliged to you for the hooour 
you have done me, and the account is just what I fear- 
ed, that you would be excessive weary, your shia bad» 

and disappointed in the doctor's Can aan. The >**^^ 
,v ^^ i«^ ^Tvx-tx ^iK,\.uuit, lu-jTJUf Tjui juurBDin gives mc 

infinite trouble. I hope in God you have taken care of 
it : if it 18 any ruDDiog sore, dress it twioo a day nrhk 
Venice turpentine, and the yolk of an egg beateo toge- 
ther, an equal quantity of each. Spread it thick on a 
clotb, and bathe it once a day in warm milk ; if it is 
enly black and painful, apply warm rum to it often. 
Pray sir, give orders your.meat may be indifferentlj 
done; and if the cook fails, then desire it may be ill 
done : I have known this recdpt very successful, and ft 
dinner eaten with pleasure cooked with these directions. 
You are very rude, Doctor Sheridan, to interrupt me 
when I am speaking to the Dean : no wonder I am so 
bad a listener, when you are always putting in yoor 
word. Pox take that straitness in your breast, and dif- 
ficulty in breathing. DHok warm ptisan, and nothing 
else, except liquorice tea in the morning, and ride every 
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day. Sir, I know nothiDg of the Spanish liquorice, un- 
leflB it came with the rest of the things from the apothe* 
cut's, «r Mrs. Sican : bul so far yoar servant is rights 
that what bundles I found on the bed, I put up : I was 
wrong that I did not examine' them ; let Dr. Sheridan 
take it plentifully, it is very good for him. I was at 
the deanery two days ago; every thing is right there; 
the floor you lie in b all clean, and I desired Mrs. 
Ridgeway to get the great chair covered, and Jane to 
put a fire once a week in your chamber, and in the draw- 
ing room, to air the ladies and gentlemen. One of the 
eiacloBed papers Mr. Kenrick desired me to send ; you 
see I keep to my word, and am determined never to 
trouble you with other people's business. The ven* 
geance take you, doctor, will you never be quiet ? I tell 
you I have never a fat pigeon for you, your goose I will 
not have ; we are overstocked with them ; but I send 
yon Colonel Waller's case, that came before the house on 
Thursday. I believe you will wonder, that after the 
heavy charges laid on Mr. Throp so justly by the colo- 
nel, that he was not ordered into custody : but to the 
surprise <^ every body the chairman was voted out of 
the chair at one of the clock in the morning, and so the 
afiair ended. It is tnie, there was a mistake of about 
a month between Colonel Waller's account and Mr* 
Throp's in the serving of a subpoena ; and I think it 
was a scandalous thing, that a worthy member's word 
should not be taken before a little parson's oath. I 
suppose you expect I should answer your logick and 
oompliments; but do you think I have nothing else to 
employ me but trifling away my time in murdering the 
language with your ay con O mys ? I am no more a 
liar than yourself; therefore you are obliged to accept 
of my best wishes and most humble respects : so I have* 
done with you thb time for good and all. Mr. Dean, I 



238 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

am sure Rochefoueault's maxim never Mis : I am tUi 
momeot an instance ef it, taking a secret pleasure to all 
the little ruffles you meet witli in the country, lo hopes 
it will hasten you to town* My he olive branch has a 
more immediate loss than any of us^ his body suffers as 
well as his mind ; for since he cannot enjoy the happi- 
ness and benefit of your conversation, he applies himself 
too close to his studies : in short, I think he is almortia 
the state of the company he ebteilains himself with all 
this morning : and if you saw him in company of the 
attendants of the governor of Glubdubdrib, you will find 
the same horror seize you by looking on his counte- 
nance.*" My fair daughter presents you her most hum* 
ble and obedient respects ; says, she is not at all changed 
by your absence, for whenever she has the honour to see 
you, you will still find her the same. I am, sir, 
Your most obedient and 

obliged humble servant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY. 

Jane just came here with a poem of Mr. Duokio's, 
that was sent to the deanery, and this letter that I 
enclose. 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

DBAR MADAIC, CotNUI, N(m. 18, 1735. 

Ws were undone for want of your answer, and thouglit 
that Mr.^Rochfort was at his country seat, to whom I 
directed mine, as he was a franker. Never any thing of 

• Mr. HarrisoD wai alirftjs very thin, and of a weakly ooutilib 

Uon. D. S. 
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go small a kind was so vexatious to me as this broken 
shin. If I bad apprehended the consequences, I would 
not have stirred from Dublin until it was cured. It has 
prevented my walking and riding. An apothecary, the 
only doctor here, has it in care, and I cannot say I 
am better. But the surgeon of the barrack here, a 
friend to the doctor, has been with me this morning, saw 
the sore, and says it is in a good way ; and that he will 
consult with the apothecary, and soon make me well. ' It 
smarts more to-day than ever ; but the surgeon said, it 
was because some powder called precipitate (an like you) 
was put on this morning, to eat off the black skin in the 
middle of the sore. It digests every day, but I cannot 
digest it. I shall lose my health by sitting still, and my 
leg in a chair, like a Grattan in the gout. I wish I had 
staid at home, and you had been my surgeon. T% say 
truth, this town and country are so disagreeable by na- 
ture and art, that I have no other temptation to ride or 
walk except that of health; our house, and shoes, and 
streets, are so perpetually and abominably dirty. Eight 
of the inhabitants came out to meet me a mile or two 
from town. The rest would have come but for some 
unexpected impediment. In some da} s after, I invited 
the principal men in town to sup with me at the best hw 
here. There were sixteen of them, and I came off 
rarely for about thirty shillings. • They were all very 
modest and obliging. Wild fowl is cheap, and all very 
good, except the ducks, which, though far from sea, have 
a rank taste from the lakes. It is nothing to have a pre^ 
sent of a dozen snipes, teal, woodcock, widgeon, duck, 
and mallard. Sic Tou would admire to see me at my 
endeavours to supply deanery conveniendes. The 
cursed turf is two hours kindling, and two minutes de- 
caying. You are a little too jocose upon Mr. Han> 
son's countenance. I hope he has no reUtro of illnefl^ 
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nor is more lean than I left him. He must borrow ai 
hour more from his studies, and bestow it on exercise and 
mirth; otherwise he may be like the miser, who, by not 
affording himself victuals, died a dozen years the sooner, 
by which he lost many thousand pounds more than if he 
had fed upon pheasants, and drank burgundy every day. 
I must now repeat the commission I mentioned. The 
old woman, Kenrick, and Laud, must find out Shele the 
wine merchant: a carrier will go next week to the 
deanery, be taught to find out Shele with Kenrick. 
Shele must, as he promised, pack up twelve dozen of his 
claret which has been bottled three months already. 
This must be, given to the carrier by Shele, and ready 
put up in some hampers as he will contrive. I hope 
Mr. Rochfort will be in town to send you this letter. I 
am ever yours, and my love to the girl and boys. 



FROM MRS. WHITEWAY. 

SIR, Nov. 22, 1 735. 

I RECEIVE as a high favour your just reprimand for not 
answering your leUer by the first post ; nay, I will add 
another fault to it, by endeavouring to excuse myself. 
It was out of the highest respect I did not write, lest you 
should think me too forward in giving trouble. But, 
since I have your license, I will not miss an opportunity 
of paying my most humble duty, and of acknowledging 
the greatest obligations I ever lay under to any mortal. 
I have had the very ill fortune to come late ut^der your 
eare ; yet even these disadvantages do not hinder yoo 
from acting the most friendly part, of endeavouring to 
enlarge my mind, and mend my errors : you see how in- 
dustriously I avoid mentioning the word faults. Wlien 
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you left Us, r did Dot think it would be possible for me 
to dread getting a letter from you ; but the account t>f 
your ieg^ which I find worse and wbrse, alarms me to 
that degree, thW I tremble for the consequence. I con- 
jure you, dear sir, not to trust any longer to country 
helps : your appetite, your health, is in the greatest dan- 
ger, by sitting so much as you must be obliged to do tilt 
that is weir. I know life is as little regarded by you as 
any one ; but to live in misery, is what I am sure you 
ought to avoid. The wine was packed up on Tuesday 
last in a hogshead : I thought that was safer than a ham- 
per: Mr. Kenrick and Laud were by all the time: they 
and Mr. Shele were hefe with me that night : they tell 
me they got large bottles, of which I gave a great charge. 
Mr. Shele desires the wine may be kept in the same 
manner it is now packed, and taken out by half dozens 
as it is used: the numbers taken out may be chalked on 
the head of the vessel, to see that justice is done : he 
thinks it will keep better that way than perhaps in a 
cellar. I think you came off scandalously cheap, with 
treating sixteen gentlemen for a moidore. Pray, Doctor 
Sheridan, ^hen the dean next uses you ill, tell him of his 
pitiful doings. 

My son is greatly obliged to you sir, for your care 
and advice ; and assures me, your word shall be an ora- 
cle to him. He has not had a return of his disorder ; 
yet his stomach is gone^ and of consequence his spirits* 
Mr. and Mre. Morgan have commanded me to send you 
their most obedient respects, and are much concerned 
about your leg. Pray, sir, date your letters. 1 believe 
both you and Dr. Sheridan hate writing the word No- 
vember ; for not one of them have been dated. I only 
hate the day of the month : the truth was, in my last I 
could not recollect it (for I think I forgot it) and watch- 
ed for some of the brats to tell mew Lest I should do 

VOL. XIX. L 
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the same now, be pleased to remember I write this K«r;. 
22, 1735. 

I am, sir. 

Your most obedient and 

most obliged humble servant, 
MARTHA WHITEWAY. 

If you are pleased to direct to me under cover to Mr. 
Morgan, I shall get jour letters. Perhaps Mr. Rocfi^ 
fort may go but of town, and then I should be long 
without them. 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, iVoV. 22, 1 735, 

Having answered your long letter, which waa i 
proved by the doctor's"^ additions, I now tell you that a 
Monday next, which will be the 24th instant, a carri^ 
will go from hence, and is directed, by another letter to 
you, to manage the business of sending the twelve dozea 
of wine, which Mr. Shele has ready bottled, and must 
see it packed up in his best manner in hampers or hogs- 
heads, as I mentioned in my last, and that the wine was 
bottled (^as he says) two months before I caoie away* 
Kenrick and Laud and the woman will be your assist* 
ants. The fellow will be with you by Wednesday niglit 
er Thui-sday morning, and I will write by him. I can- 
not say my shin is yet better, sdthough our apothecarjr 
and the barrack sui^eon attend me; but they see ua 
danger, and promise I shall recover in a few days. 
Meantime, I dare neither walk oor ride; and yet I think 

♦ Mr. Harrison's. D. S. > 
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my stomach is better, and so may cootioue till I grow 
weary of soipe, teal, widgeon, woodcock, hare, leveret, 
wild duck, fteldfarc, &c. My service to your he and 
she brats. £<et Kenrick, my verger, know what I write 
about the wine, that be and Laud and the woman may 
be prepared ; this will save me a letter to him. I am 
ever entih'ement d vaus. 

Cdvan, Nov, 22, 1 735. 

I shall never be quiet ; a country author unknown 

has sent me a manuscript of two hundred pages for my 

-judgment. Pray send me the three quires of paper in 

quarto : for the doctor has swallowed up mine, and we 

have none left. 

"' I can assure you, dear madam, witli pleasure, that 
the dean begins to look healthier and plumper already ^ 
and I hope will mend every day. But, to deal plainly 
with you, I am a little afraid of bis good stomach, though 
victuals are cheap, because it improves every day, and 
I do not know how far this may increase my family ex- 
penses. He pays me but two crowns a week for his 
ordinary : and I own, that I am a little too modest to 
grumble at it ; but if you would giver him a hint about 
wear and tear cf goods, I make no doubt biit his own 
discretien would make - him raise his price. Pray de 
this (as yon do all other things) in the handsomest man* 
ner you can. I am, to you and youi-s, as much yours 
as the dean aforesaid.'' 

I desire you will hint to thcf doctor that he would 
please to abate four shillings a week from the ten, which 
he most exorbitantly makes me pay him ; but tell him 
yon got this hint from another hand, and that all Dub- 
lin cries diaibe at him for it. 
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FROM MR. PULTENEY. 

SIR, Bath^' Nov. 22, 1 735. 

I HIVE beeo wailing for an opportunity to write to 
you with Stifety, because I bad a mind* to do it with 
freedom ; and particularly to explain to you what I 
meant, when I told you some time ago, that T was al- 
most tired with struggling to no purpose against univer- 
sal corruption. I am now at the Bath, where there are 
at present many Insh> families, and though I have iii- 
quired of them all, if any gentleman or servant was re- 
turning thither, yet I can hear of none, so that I am 
forced, if I write at all, to trust my letter by the com- 
mon post. Nothing is more certain than that this letter 
will be opened there, the rascals of the office have most 
infamous directions to do it upon all occasions ; but they 
would every man of them be turned out, if a letter of 
mine to you should escape their intuition. I am think- 
ing what the ministers may get by their peeping ; why 
if J speak my mind very plainly, they may discover 
two things ; one is, that I have a very great regard for 
you ; the other, that I have a very great contempt for' 
them ; and in every thing I say or do, still set them at 
defiance. These things, if they did not know before, 
they are welcome to find out now ; and I am determin- 
ed in some other points likewise, to speak my mind very 
plainly to ycu. You must know then, that when I said 
I grew weary of contending with corruption, I never * 
meant absolutely to withdraw myself from parliament ; 
perhaps I may not slacken even my personal oppositioa 
to the wicked measui-es of the adminbtration, but really 
I find my health begins to require some attention, and I 
labour under a distemper which the long sittings in par- 
liament by uo means agree with. When Mr. Faulkner 
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delivered rae your former letter (for I have since had 
one sent me hither by Mr. Pope) I was just got up from 
my bed, where I had lain the whole night in most ex- 
cessive torture, with a violent fit of the gi-avel. I was 
not able to write you any answer by him, who was to 
depart in two days, and ever since I have been at this 
place diinking the waters, in hopes they may be of ser- 
vice to me. Beside this of my ill state of health, I am 
convinced that our constitutiop is already gone, and we 
are idly struggling to maintain^ what in tnith has been 
long lost, like some old fools here, with gout and palsies 
at fourscore years old, drinking the waters in hopes of 
health again. If this was not our case, and that the 
people are ah'eady in effect slaves, would it have beeu 
possible for the same minister, who had projected the 
excise scheme (before the heats it had occasioned in the 
nation were well laid) to have chosen a new parliament 
again exactly to his mind ? and though perhaps not al- 
together so strong in numbers, yet as well disposed in 
general to his purposes as he could wish. His master, 
I doubt, is not so well beloved as I could wish he was; 
the minister, I am sure, is as miich hated and detested 
as ever a man was, and yet, I say, a new parliament 
was chosen of the stamp that was desired, just after ha^ 
ving failed in the most odious scheme that ever was pro- 
jected. After this, what hopes can there ever poHsibly 
be of success ? Unless it be from confusion, which God 
forbid I should live to see. In short, the whole nation is 
so abaadoned and corrupt, that the crown can never fail 
of a majority in i>oth houses of parliament ; he makes 
them all in one house, and he chooses above half in the 
other. Four-and-twenty bishops, and sixteen Scotch 
lords, is a terrible weight in one ; forty-five from one 
countr}', beside the west of England, and all the govern- 
ment boroughfli Is a dreadful immber in the other. Wer« 
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his majesty iDcHned to-morrow to declare his bodjcoeeh- 
man his first minister, it would do just as well, and the 
wheels of governmeot would move as easily as they do 
with the sagacious diiver, who now sits in the box. 
Parts and abilities are not in the least wanting to coo- 
duct afTairs : the coachman knows how to feed his 'cat- 
tie, and the other feeds the beasts in his service, and 
this is all the skill that is necessary in either case. Are 
not these suiHcient dif&culiies and discouragements, if 
there were no others ? And would any man struggle 
against corruption, when he knows, that if he is ever 
near defeating it, those who make use of it, only double 
the dose, and cany all their points farther, and with ft 
higher hand, than perhaps they at first intended ? Be- 
side all this, I have had particular misfortunes and dis* 
appointments : I had a very near relation of great abi- 
lities, who was my fellow labourer in the public cause : 
he jis gone ; 1 loved and esteemed him much, aad p^^ 
haps wished, to see him one day serving his country in 
some honourable station : no man was more capable of 
doing it, nor had better intentions for the public service 
than himself; and I may truly say, that the many mor- 
tifications he met with, in ten or twelve years struggling 
in parliament, was the occasion of his death. I have 
lost likewise the truest friend. I may almost say servant, 
that ever man had, in Mr. Merrill ;^ he understood the 
course of the revenues, and the public accounts of the 
kingdom as well, perhaps better, than any man in it, and 
it is utterly impossible for me to go through the drudge- 
ry by myself, whicli I used to do easily with his i^ssist- 
ance, and herein it is that opposition galls the most. 
These several matters I have enumerated, you will 

* John Men ill, Esq. member of parliament, in 1712, for Tregoof^ 
and afterward for St. Alban'e. He died in December, 1734. N« 
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allow to be some discouragemefits ; but iie^ertlielese^ 
when tke tinae comes, I believe you wiU €nd me act- 
ing the same part I have ever ilooe, emd wiitch i aga 
more satisfied with myself for having doiie, siiioe mjr 
conduct has met with your approbation : and give me 
, leave to return you ray sincere thanks for the jnan^ 
kind expressions of your friendship, which I eisteem 
as I ouglit, and will endeavour to, deserve as w€il as 
I can. You inquire ^after Bolingbroke, add wken he 
will return from France. If he had listened to yoiur 
admonitions and chidings about economy, he need 
never have gone there ^ but now I htxicy he will 
scarce return from thence, till aa old gentleman, but 
a very hale one, pleases to die** I have seen aeveral 
of your letters on frugality to our poor friend Jojbn 
Gay (who needed them not) but true patriotism can 
have no other foundation. Whea I see lordii of the great* 
est estates, meanly stooping to take a dirty pension, be* 
cause they want a little ready money for their extrava* 
gancies, I cannot help wishing to see some papers wi'it 
by yoti, that may, if possible, ^ame them out of it. 
This is the only thing that cau recover our constituticm, 
and restore honesty. I have often thought that if tea 
or a dozen patriots, who are known to be rich enough to 
have ten dishes every day for dinner, would invite their 
friends only to two or three, it might perhaps shame 
those who cannot aflford two, from having constantly ten» 
and so it would be in every other cirotimstance of life : 
but luxiuy is our ruin. This grave stuff that I have 
written, looks like preaching, but I may venture to sa^ 
to you, it is not, for I apeak from the sincerity of nj 
heart. We are told a peace is made ; if it be true, I 
am satisfied our ministen did not bo much as know of 

* Lord Boliogbroke^s father, Lord St. John. N. 



248 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

tlie negotiation; the articles, which are the osteonble 
ones, are better than could be expected, but I doubt 
there are some secret ones, that may cost us dear, and I 
am fully convinced the fear of these will fiimish oiir mi- 
nisters a pi^tence for not reducing a single mau of our 
army, x 

I have just room to tell you a ridiculous story has 
happened here. In the diocese of Wells the bishop and 
his chancellor have quarrelled : the consequence has 
been, the bishop has excommunicated the chaB€elloi^ 
and he in return has excommunicated the two archdea- 
cons. A visitation of the clergy was appointed ; th6 
bishop not beipg able to go himself, directed bis arch- 
deacons to visit for him. The chancellor alleges from 
the constitution of him, this cannot be, and that the 
bishop can delegate hb power to nobody but himself: so 
that probably all the clergy who attend on the chancel- 
lor will be excoD^jnufiicated by the bishop, and all who 
obey the orders of the archdeacons will be excommuni* 
cated by the chancellor. The bishop in the cathedral, 
when the sentence of excommunication was going to be 
read, sent for it, and tore it in -the open church ; tlie 
chancellor afterward affixed it on the <^urch doors* 
Tliere are a great many more very ridiculous drcum* 
stances, attending this affair, which £ cannot well ex* 
plain.: but upon a reference of the whole to my lord 
high chancellor, I am told he has declared hia opinion in 
support of his brother chancellor. - I am glad I have 
left no. space to put my name to. the bottom of this let* 
ter; after some things I have said it may be improper, 
and I am sure it is needless, when I assure you no mau^ 
can be with more sincerity and regard than' I am, 
Your most obedient humble servant. 
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FROM MRS. WHITEWAY. 

SIR, November 25, 1735. 

I HAVE not known for some years, the pleasure of a 
postday, till Irithio these three weeks. I read your 
lettere twenty times- o^er^ I tdl you this to induce 
you to continue me your favour;, for I know it is 
your study to make the wretched happy. The wine 
is ready for the carman, and all the caution taken that 
you commanded. If I durst, I would repine, that you 
could think I should require your orders three times re^ 
peated to take care of what you told me your health 
depended on. I rejoice to And your stomach is better, 
but grieve to hear your leg centinues so long bad. ' I 
shall despise your surgeon and apothecary, if they do 
not cure it immediately. Apollo has always waited on^ 
you, when it was not half so material. Where the ven- 
geance is he now ? After all, he justly quits you, since^ 
you have left off invoking him. Idleness is your crime ; 
to punish you^ he confines you to a chair; and the peR- 
anco he enjoins, is to employ your pen once more : If 
not, there are vultures to prey on legs as well as liven : 
I wish you were safe out of their hands. I was at the- 
deanery on Saturday, though I forgot to mentioD it in 
my last letter.. My son was there yesterday ; and . I 
would have been there to day, if a*swelled fkce had Hot 
prevented me. L have sent for Mr. Kenrick, or Mr. 
Laud, to let them know your commands.' J must beg 
the favour of you to delivec the eadosed to Dr. Sherl* 
dan, and to pardon my sealing it. You are sensible 
there are secrets that the nearest friends must not see.' 
As you have ootbiog to do, be pleased to write to me 
the heads of the two hundred pages in manuscript, and. 

I. will give my opinion about it. I must now entreat jovu 

L 2 
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to thiok of GomiDg to towo : I trust ia God jour sKd 
-will not require it ; but coosider how it is possible for 
me to spend Uie winter eveuiugs, who have been so de^ 
lightfully entertained all summer at the deanery. I hare 
staid 'till the last moment before I sealed this, in expeo 
tation of seeing somebody from your bouse, but am 6k* 
appointed. I promise to take care to see the wine leaTe 
this place safe, and to send the paper by the carmftB* 
My son and daughter are your most obedient serrants. 
I am, sir, with the highest respect. 
Your most obliged and 

most obedient humble servant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY. - 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

v^AVi MADAM, Cavan, iSTw. 28^, 173^ 

I TAKE advantage a day before the post to write t» 
you ; and this is the first day I have ventured to walk 
this fortnight past, except yesterday ,^ when I dined i^tb 
my surgeon at the barrack. This morning I visited four- 
ladies in the town, of which your friend Mrs» Donaldson 
was on«. My whole journey has been disappointed by 
this accident : for I intended to have been a constant 
rider, and as much a walker as this dirty town would 
Allow. Here are a -thousand domestic conveniencea 
-wanting; but one pair of tongs in the whole house ; the 
turf so wet, that a tolerable fire is a miracle ; the kitchen 
is a cabin a hundred yards off and a half; the back and 
fore door always left open, which, in a storm (oiir con* 
stant companion) threatens the fall of the whole edifice r . 
Madam as cross as the devil, and as lazy as any of h^ 
sat^ sows, and as nasty. These are some of our Mind 
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Sides. But we have a good room to eat id, and the wife 
and lod[gers have another, where the doctor often sits and 
seems to eat, but comes to my eatiiig-rooui (which is his^ 
studj) there finishes the meal, and has share of a pint of 
wine. Then we liave an honest neighbour, Mr. Price, 
Vf}io sits the evening, and Wins our mcHiey at backgam- 
mon, though the doctor sometimes wins by his blundering. 
As to meat we are hard put to it. It is true, our beef 
and muttoo aie very good; but, for the rest, we are 
forced to take up with hares, partridges, teal, grouse, 
snipes, woodcocks, plover, silver eels, and such trash; 
which, although they be plentiful and excellent in their 
kinds, you know are unworthy of a refined Dublin dean. 
I expect before this letter goes that the carrier' will be 
here with the wine, and that I shall have time to chide 
you for five dozeo of bottles broke by the ill packing u{k 
He set out from hence on Tuesday, but I suppose can- 
sot return till next week. I had, several days ago, a 
letter from Mrs. Stcan, and another from her French son,* . 
ao excellent good one; when you go that way, tell her 
of this, with my service, and that I will write to her 
soon. Your letters have been so friendly, so frequent^ 
and so entertaining, and oblige me so much, that I am 
afraid in a little time they will make me forget that you 
are a cousin, and treat you as a friend. If Apollo hai^ 
entirely neglected my head, can you think he will de-' 
sceud to take care of my shin ? Earthly ladies forsake 
us at forty, and the muses at fifty-five. I have meo- 

iioned that rascal to Dr. Delany, who defended 

him as well as he coiild, but very weakly ; if th^ doctor 



* The doctor caUs yoang Dr. Sican her French sod, because he 
then travelling io France. This young gentleman was at last unfor; 
tunately murdered, as he was travelling in Italy in a post-chaise, by 
a person who 6red his pistol at him from another post cbaisef upon 
•ome dispute between the drivers contending for the way. D. S. 

i> 3 
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will not cast liim af£, he will justly -expose himself t#^ 
ceDsure. 

I wish you would sgesk to your dearly beloved mpn- 

ster Mr. , wheu he comes to town, about my Lara- 

cor agent, to pay me some monej^, aod to reproach ■ 
for bis infamous neglect of my affairs. He is one of 

your favourites, and another ; I hope I am not the 

third. 

I have just spoken about the threadXo Mrs. Sheiidaii^ 
who tells me, that what you desire is to be had here 
every market-day ; and that Mrs. Donaldson understands 
it very well. " To carry on the thread of the discouise^ 

I discovered the little dirty b-^ h, the firemaker, to be 

the opener of the doors, an^ the leaver of them sp; for 
which the dean had her. lugged this evening by the eodi: 
maid ; for which he paid her a threepence,* and gave 
the little girl a penny for being lugged ; and because the' 
cook did not lug her well enough, he gave her a lug^ 
ging, to show her the way. These are some of our 
sublimer amusement^ I wish you were here to partake 
of th^pQ^ The only thing of importance I can tell you is"^^ 
(Ay, what is it ? He shall be hanged rather than take 
up any more of this paper. It is true that the legioa 
club is sinking the value o£ gold and silver to the same 
with England, and are putting four pounda a hogshead 
more duty on wine ! The cursed vipers use all nieami te 
increase, the number of absentees. Well, i* must go to 
the market about this thread. It is now Nor. 29 ; I 
fear the. doctor will hedge in a line. I have now got 
Mr. Morgao's heathenish christian name, and will direot 
my letters to him. I am to finish a letter to Mrs. Sican; 
J desue you will calliOQ, her sometinaes. My love to 
your brats. I have settled with Mrs. Donaldson .aboirt 

* A little silver piece current in those days ; but the speciei ha^ 
been loBg worn out. D. S. 
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the thread ; but will order a double quaalttf, that you 
may knit stockings for your dear self. Let the doctop 
eoDchide. I am ever, &c. ^' Madam, I have only room 
to tell you that I will see you the 12th or 13th of De^ 
cember) excuse a long parenthesis : your most obedieat 
and" 



FROIVr MRS. whitewat: 

SIR, DuhUn^ Nov. 29, 1 735*. 

I NEVER was more out of temper in Jmy life thaa 
r have been these two days; yesterday that I did not 
hear from you, and to day at the rogue that brought your 
letter to Mr. Kenrick at ten last night, and the disap- 
pointment we have met withfrom him that was to carry 
the wine to Cavan. The enclosed letter gives so fuH 
an account, that I need add nothing to it, but his being 
a right county of Cavan man. I desire Dr. Sheridan 
will take care for the future not to employ them about 
your business ; I owe him this reflecUon for trusting suck 
rogues. Pray, sir, tell me what I shall do in this busi* 
ness ; shall I get Mr. Shele and JVk. Kenrick to look out 
for an honest carman, and agree as cheap as we can to 
carry it to you ? for- 1 find ther^ is no depending on the 
doctor's countrymen. Had you assured me, a^you say 
the surgeon does, that your leg was better, my joy would 
be equal to the uneasiness I have suffered on that occa- 
sion. I fear. L shall- -never h^ve the pleasure of being 
with you on your iHrthday ; were my purse as heavy as, 
my heart is, that I cannot be with you to-morrow, I wouldc 
this night have been at Cavan, and have left it on M^Hr.^ 
day morning. 
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I lAall make a ipreat eotertaiDiii^Dt to-morrow for my 
£Bunil7, to celebrate the Drapier's birthday, aod drink 
his health. My two eldest cubs (match Rie that) present 
you their moat humble and obedieot respects, nrkh their 
hearty widies of long life, health, and hai^pineas, to at- 
tend you. They durst not take the liberty to send this 
with their hand, but do it with their heart. I send you 
their own words ; but where shall I find any that can 
express what I would say on the subject ? The most 
sincere would be what I desire for myself wliilst I C4>n- 
tinue in this world, which is health and quietness. This 
I pray God grant you in the largest portion, and life aa 
long as you shall desire it t 

Mr. Morgan's heathenish name is Marcus Antooius ; 
I saw him and his lady yesterday, who both say they 
should be glad to kiss your band i bis eldest son is io 
the measles. Last night died the bishop of Ossory, of 
an inflammation on the lungs : he caught cold on Sun- 
day at the castle obapel. We have provided one of tbe 
bishopricks for Doctor Marlay. 

I am told by some people that Lord Orrery intenda 
to make you and Doctor Sheridan a visit ; if so, I fear 
il will be a long time before you will think of returning 
here. I expect a long letter from Doctor Sheridan, in 
answer to .all that I have said to him in this. 

I think this ia so well written, that it needs no apolo- 
gy for a bad pen. I am, sir. 

Your most humble and 
most obedient servant, 

M. WHITEWAT. 
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FROM MRS. WHITEWAY. 

got, Dublin, Dec 2, 1 735. 

. I WADSD thk moraiiig through dirt and raiu to the 
deanerj; but I place uo more to jour account from 
High-street. I found every thing in great order ; yoitr 
bed and window curtains cleaned, and, to my satisfiaic* 
lion, the great chairs covered ; tiie dogs in high gpiritSy 
the woman in good humour, and Mr. Kenrick and Mrs. 
Ridge way on duty, I am quite ashamed of my enter- 
tainment on Sunday. * The Drapier's birthday was cele- 
brated by Mr. Laud with a dinner of wild duck, plover, 
turkey, and pullet : two bowls of punch, and three bot- 
tles of claret. At night Mr. Kenrick gave a supper, 
with an ocean of punch. Their houses were illumina- 
ted, and the bells rung. Several other houses followed 
their example. 

I am almost reconciled to your surgeon ; the next let- 
ter, I hope, will finish our quarrel. When he has set 
you ficQoly on your legs^ if making gods were not out of 
fashion, Pwould translate him ; however, he shall be mj 
saint. 

As you have been remarkable for' never being severe 
on the ladies, I am surprised you should say that we for- 
sake thii^men at forty. I deny the fiact; while they 
sing our prabes, we continue to hold them in admiration* 
For an example of this, I give the author^of the Ladies*. 
Dressing-room, and Strephon and Chloe, wftp, by writing 
these poems, gained the hearts of the whole sex. 

I heartily pity you for want of meat ; I wish I could 
send you a large shoulder of mutton, fresh killed ; how 
pure and sweet it would eat ! I have just left part of one 
in the parlour j the very thoughts of it make me hungry 



I 
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agaiD : I think I will go dowo, and take the other slice.*' 
I know it i» not to any purpoae to reproach you with 
avarice, for a poor pint of wiue among three of you. 
Whatever you do at fiome, I am ashamed to find yott 
show at Cavan : I suppose yoiur excuse will be at the ex- 
pense of the poor carman ; but, if you had any genero^ 
sity, you would live on the public, as I do, till your 
rents came in*. Dr. Sheridan says ^' you gave private 
orderiB^ and.counteitnanded the wine^ to spunge on him.'' 
I own, I think it looks like it, or you would not have 
let the man come to town without a car. 

I see you are proof against storms within and without 
doors, or you would not think of staying in the country 
when the doctor leaves it. There is no occasion kx 
you to convince the world that^you want but one trial 
to outdo Socrates in every thing ; let not this keep youj 
for I promise to provide one for three shillings and four 
pence that shall outshine, Solomon's brawler. 

Molly and young Harrison ar^ grown so saucy at see- 
ing their names so often in your letters, that I camiot go- 
vern, them : pray be pleased to take them down a little-. 
All that I can do to vex them, is not to. send you theit 
compliments* My son entreats you will finish your Lat 
tina AngHa treatise; which he desires you. will imme- 
diately send him a copy of. 

Doctor Sheridan's last letter, is so long and full of 
particulars, that I cannot answer i^tiU I see him. I am 
so proud of being discarded from being a cousin, thai 

for the future I shall not own either esq. or Mrv 

for relations; nor ever dare U> think you.a.foveur^ 

*' Here Mrs^ Whiteway is meriy with the doctor^ who tould net 
endore mutton which bad not been killed three or four dajs before : 
on the contrary, Mrs. Whiteway liked hen so firesh, that Dr. Swift 
used pleasantly to say of her, " that she liked mottoo that wa^kilM 
tthnjprrow." D. 9. 
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ke. But I hope you will allow me to term 70U tay orao 
cle, and to acknowledge myself, sir, 
Tour most humble and 

most obedient servant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY. 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Cflvait, Dec, 6, 1735. 

I HAVE yours of "Nov. the 29tb. The doctor, who is 
always sanguine, reckoned upon the wine as sure as if it 
bad been in his cellar under the stairs ; but I, who am 
ever desponding, told him I was sure there would be 
some disappointment. I matter it not, for we have 
enough still to hold us a reasonable term, at one bottle a 
day between us, at least, if he would leave off inviting 
young Mr. Price, parson Richardson, Mr. Nash, Mr* 
Jacob, surgeon of the troop, squire Fleming of Balhay- 
Dockhye, Doctor O'JN'eil, Doctor Fludd, parson Charl* 
ton of Evackthonyeul, beside the rest of our- Ca van 
gentry and- neighbourhood. I will not have the wine 
sent by any carrier on purpose : it would be a confound- 
ed expense : but we will wait until a farther opportuni- 
ty by Marcus Tully, the genuine orator and carrier of 
our city. I refused a long time to show the doctor that 
part of your letter which reflects upon not only bis 
countrymen, but hia townsmen) and fifly to one but upon 
one of his own or madam's cousins; yet there is no 
danger of kindred, for our town agrees that Tully is aa 
honest carrier. I was in hopes your great eutertaio* 
ment had been for your tenant, with his half year's rent. 
I am sorry that it was on account of some scrub drapier^ 
of whom I uever heard. Only I know they are all. 
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rogues, aod I ehall not pay for their extrav^agancc I 
forgot to tell you that the barrack suiigeoD prescribed 
the very same medicine that you advised foV my sliiD. 
My leg is so well, that I have been twice riding, and 
walk in the town, that is to say in the dirt, every day. 
We have now a fine frost, and walk safe from dirt; but 
it IS like a life at courts v€ry slippery. I do not like to 
see my money laid out in cleaning curtains, and cover- 
ing chairs ; but nnce, as you say, you are pleased to be 
at that expense, I thankfully submit The doctor will 
be with you on Friday next : he goes to see the Grand 
Monde, aad beg subscriptions to build a school-bouse. 
He taxes you only at ten guineas. I am to stay witk 
madam and his daughter until his return, wrhich will be 
about a month hence, when tiie days grow longer aod 
warmer. Pox take country ladies' dinners. In spite of 
all I could say, I was kept so late by their formality oo 
Thursday last, that I was forced to ride five miles after 
night fall, on the worst road in Europe, or county of 
Cavao. The doctor cannot have time to write a word : 
he expects a rogue of an agent this evening, who will 
not come, with two or three hundred pounds arrears, by 
which means I shall be kept here for want of money, 
which I was fool enough \o expect to' get from him, to 
bear my charges badt. My shin cost me three guineas, 
and I brought but twenty pounds. I desire the room 
and. bed I lie in may be ofteu aired. The doctor will 
Dot lie at. the deanery, because it is far from his friebdfl, 
and he is afraid of robbers. I approve your name of 
Cub; but may your male cub never sit in the club ! I 
will not pay the three shillings and four-pence for a wife, 
as you propose^ because I can get one here for two thir- 
teens. Mrs. Donaldson is making the thread with her 
own fair fingers. I dare not come to town till Miss 
Harrison gives me a general dischai;ge. I desire to 
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know her utmost demafidB* Mj chief anuisement here 
is backgammon. Dr. Sheridan is a peevish /bunglei*, 
and I sometimes ^vin his money* Mr. Price is an ex* 
pert civil gamester, and I alwajs lose to him. This is 
the state of my affairs. Tbe doctor is come up, and 
says he will not write a word, becaiAe he is busy, and 
will see you soon. Entre nous^ T will not stay when the 
doctor is gone ; but this is a secret : and if my health 
and the weather will permit, I will be id town two cr 
three days after him. So I close this letter, and remain 
inHtrement H vms, &c. 

My humble service to the bearer^ and his lady. 
God ever Mess you and your fire side. 



TO THE DUKE OF DORSET. 

MV L9RD, Dec, 30^1135. 

Tour grace fairly owes^me one hundred and ten 
poucuk a year in the church, whidi I thus prove : I 
desired you would bei^w a preferment of one hundred 
and filly pounds a year to a certain clergyman. Your 
answer was, that I asked modestly ; that you would not 
promise, but you would graot my request However, 
for want of good intelligence in being (after a cant word 
used here) an expert kingfisher, that clergyman took up 
with forty pounds a year ; and I shall never trouble 
your grace any more in his behalf; Now by plain 
arithmetic it follows, that one hundred and ten pounds 
remains : and this arrear I have assigBed to one Mr. 
John Jackson, a cousin gennan of the Grattans, wlio k 
vicar of Santry, and has a small estate, with two Sons^ 

* Mr. Morgan, to whom thli letteir was e&releped. D. 9. 
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aod as maoy daughters, all growo up. He has lain 
some years as a weight upon me, which I yoluotarity 
took up, on account of his virtue, piety, and good sense^ 
and modesty almost to a fault. Your grace is now dis- 
posing of the debris* of two bishopricks, among which 
is the deanery of Ferns, worth between eighty aod one 
hundred pounds a year^ which will make this gentleman 
easier ; who, beside his other good qualities, is as loyal 
as you could wish. 

I cannot but think, that your grace, to whom God 
has given every amiable quality, is bound, when you 
have satisfied all the expectations of those who have 
power in your club,t to do something at the request of 
others, who love you oo your own account, without ex- 
pecting any thing for themselves. I have ventured 
once or twice to drop hints in favour of some very de- 
serving gentlemen who I was assured had been recom- 
mended to you by persons of weight ; but I easily found 
by your general answers, that although I have been an 
old courtier, you knew how to silence me, by diverting 
the discourse ; which made me reflect that courtiers re- 
semble gamesters, the later findings new arts unknown 
to the older ; and one of them^ assured me, that he has 
lost fourteen thousand pounds since he left off play, 
merely by dabbling with those who. had contrived new 
refinements. 

My lord, I will, as a divine, quote scripture: Al- 
though the childrens' meat should not be given to dop^ 
yet the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the childrens* 
table. This is the second request I have ever made 
your grace directly. Mr. Jackson is condemned to live 
on his own small estate, part whereof is in his parish. 

* The shattered remaioa. H. 
tTli«j^lwuiieBtoflreUod. H. 
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iboat four mOcs from hence, where he has baili a family 
hoiue, more expensive than he intended. He is a cler- 
gyman of long staodiDg, and of a most unblemished cha- 
racter ; hot the misfdrtune is, he has not one enemy to 
wbom I might appeal for the truth of what I say. Pray, 
my lord, be not alarmed at the word deanery, uor ima- 
gine it a dignity like those we have in England ; for, 
except three or four, the rest have little power, rather 
none, as dean and chapter, and seldom any land at all. 
It is usually a living, conasting of one or more pari^es, 
some very poor, and others better endowed ; but all 
in tithes. Mr. Jackson cannot leave his present situa- 
tion, and only desires some very moderate addition. 
My lord, I do not deceive your grace, when I say, 
yoB will oblige great numbers even of those who are 
most at your devotion, by conferring this favour, or any 
other, that will answer the same end. MtiUa^ &c. veni- 
et maims auxUio qua — Sit ndhi^ (nam muUo piurcs su- 
nms) ac vduiite — Judai ccgemusinhancdecederetur' 
hauL, 

I would have waited on your grace, and taken the 
privilege of my usual thirteen minutes, if I had not 
been prevented by my old disorder in my head ; for 
which I have been forced to confine myself to the pre- 
cepts of ray physiciaus. 



FROM THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

DSAR SU, Joiu 3, 1 735-6. 

I UAVS thou^t it more than a century since I saw 
you. I crawled out to you on Saturday, but was forced 
to come from your house and go to bed; since which 
time I have not stirred out of my chamber. . My cold 
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contioues still iiad ; and has been banging upon me bow 
for above a fortnight Pray 'tell me when I may hope to 
see you again : et noias audire et reddere voces. I dine 
at home to-morrow : will you share a fowl with me ? I 
am scarce able to hold up my head ; but the sight of yoa 
will go a great way toward recovering 

Tour ever obliged and faithful servant, 

ORRERY. 



FROM MRS. PENDARVES. 

SIR, Bath^ Jan. 7. 1735-6. 

I AM told you Have some thoughts of coming here in 
the spring. I do not think it proper to tell you how well 
pleased I am with that faint prospect; for such I must 
call it till the report is confirmed with your own hand. 
I write all in haste to know if you really have any such 
design ; for if you have, I shall order my affairs accord- 
ingly, that I may be able to meet you here. The good 
old custom of wishing a happy new year to one's friends 
is now exploded amongst our refined people of the pre* 
sent age ; but I hope you will give me leave to tell you» 
without being offended, that I wish you many yean of 
happiness. The physicians have at last advised my sis* 
ter to the Bath waters. We have been' here a fortnight: 
they do not disagree with her; this is all can be said of 
them at present. I wrote to you from Paradise, and 
hope there is a letter of yours travelling toward me : t 
think I have used you to a bad custom of late, that of 
writing two letters for one of yours. I am often told I 
have great assurance in wriOng to you at all; and to be 
sure I must do it with great fear and trembling. I am 
not believed when I affirm I write to you with aa much 
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ease as to any coFrespondent i have ; for t know you 
are as miich above criticising a letter of mine, as L should 
be below your uotiee, if I gave myself any affected airs : 
yott have encouraged my correspondence, and I should 
be a brute if I did not make the best of such An oppor- 
tunity. 

Bath is full of peopk, such as they are ; none worth 
giving you any account of : my solace is Mrs. Barber, 
whose spirit and good countenance cheers me whenever 
I hear or see her ; she is at present pretty well. 

Company is this moment coming up stairs, and I can 
only add that I am, sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

M. PENDARVES. 



TO MR. FAULKNER, 



MR: FAULKNER, Jan. 8, 1 735-6. 

I AM answering a letter I had from Mr. Pope, when 
I was at Cavan. . My absence and sickness, since I re- 
tired, have hindered me from writing to him. He com- 
plains of his unUickiness that you could never find him 
at home, which, he says, since his mother's death, he is 
often absent from. I here will transcribe a paragraph > 
which relates to you, and I desire you will return an an- 
swer to it, time enough for me to send a letter to nighty 
and I will insert the sum of it. 

" As to his (Mr. Faulkner's) design about my work^ 
I beg you will desire him to postpone it, until he sees the 
duodecimo edition of them here, with ^he first volume, 
publbhed by Lintot : for that, joined to the rest by Gil* 



264 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

liver,* will make the completest hitherto extant, an^ 
is revised by me. I guess ihf)j wilt be out at Christ- 
mas." 

Fray, let me know what answer I shall make to Mn 
Pope: write it down and send it by any messenger, the 
sooner the better, for I am an ill writer at night. 

I am, };ours, &c, 

J. SWIFT. 

I tbink you may send your answer by the bearer, fw it 
need not take above two lines. 



FROM DR. SHERIDAN. 

DEAR SIR, Cavan, ian. 1 7, 1 735. 

I RECEIVED your letter of reproaches with pleasure ; 
and as I know you hate excuses, I shall make none. 
Whoever has informed you that I was not in my school 
at the right time appohited, has not done me justice ; for 
whatever else I may disappoint, that shall be inviolably 
and punctually observed by me. »*##♦*,** 

As for my quondam friends, as you style them, qum^ 
dam them all. It is the most decent way I can curse 
them ; for they lulled me asleep till they stole my school 
into the hands of a blockhead, and have driven me to- 
ward the latter end of my life to a disagreeable solitude^ 
where I have the misery to reflect upon my folly in 
making such a perfidious choice, at a time when it 
was not in my nature to suspect any soul upon earth. ^ 

* LawtOD Gillivcr, a bookseller. H. 
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is^ow to thiiik a little for myself. The Duke of J)o^ 
set does certaiolj owe me a small living, for the expeh>- 
sive eotertaiDment I gav^ him from Terence.* I ooly 
vant a proper person to dun him'; and I know it will 
be done if my Lord Orrery will undertake it. Do not 
think me sanguine in this ; for more unlikely and less 
reasonable favours have been granted. God knows 
whether, during my life, we shall have another scholar 
sent us for a lord lieutenant. *****»##♦# 

I wish you as much happiness as I have plague, which 
is enough for any honest man. I am, dear sir, 
Tour most obedient and 

very humble servant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Feb. 7, 1735-6. 
It is some time since I dined at the Bishop of Derry's^ 
where Mr. Secretary Calry told n e with great concern, 
that you Were taken Very ill. I have heard nothing 
since, only I have continued in great pain of mind, yet 
for my own sake and the world's more than for yours; 
because I well know how little you value life, both as a 
philosopher and a christain; particularly the latter, 
wherein hardly one in a million of us heretic^ can equal 
you. If you are well recovered, you ought to be rc» 
proached for not putting me especially out of pain, who 
could not bear the loss of you ; although we must be for 

♦ Tliii was a play of Terence, acted by the doctoral icholari for the 
eDtertainment of the duke. D. S. - 

VOL. XIX. M A'' 
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ever distant as much as if I were in the grave, for 
-which my years and continual indisposition are pre- 
paring me every season. I have staid too long from 
pressing you to give me some ease by an account of your 
health ; pray do not use me so ill any more. I . look 
upon you as an estate from which I receive my heal 
annual rents, although I am never to see it Mr. Tickel 
was at the same meeting under the same real concern ; 
and so were a hundred others of this town who had 
never seen you. 

I read to the bishop of Deny the paragraph in your 
letter wtiich concrrned him, and his lordship expressed 
his thankfulness iu a manner that became him. He is 
esteened heic as a person of learniilg, and conversation, 
and humuuity, but he is beloved by all people. 

I have nobody now left but you : pray be so kind as 
to outlive me, and then die as soon as you please, but 
without pain, and let us meet in a better place, if my 
religion will permit, but rather my virtue, although 
much unequal to yours. Pray let my Lord Bathurst 
know how much I love him ; I still insist on his remem- 
bering me, although he is too much in the world to ho- 
nour an absent friend with his letters. My state of health 
is not to boast of; my giddiness is more or-lemtoo con- 
stant ; I sleep ill, and have a poor appetite. I can ai 
easily write a poem in the Chinese language as my own: 
I am as fit for matrimony as invention ; and yet I have 
daily schemes for innumerable essays in prose, and pnv 
ceed sometimes to uo less than half a dozen lines, which 
the next morning become waste paper. What vexes me 
mc»st is, that my female friends, who could benr me very 
well a dozen years ago, have now forsaken me, althougb 
I am not so old in proportion to them, as I formerly 
was : which I can prove by arithmetic, for then I was 
double their age, which now I am not. Fray put me 
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out of fear as soon as you can, about that ugly report 
t)f your illness ; and let me know who this Cheselden is, 
that has so lately sprung up in your favour ? Give me 
also some account of your neighbour who writ to^ me 
from Bath : I hear he resolves to be strenuous for taking 
oflT the test ; which grieves me extremely, from all th^ 
unprejudiced reasons^ I ever was able to form, and 
against the maxims of all wise christian governments, 
which always had some established. religion, leaviug at 
best a toleration to others. 

Farewell, my dearest friend! ever and upon^every 
account that can create friendship and esteem. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Feb, 9, 1735-6. 
I CAKNOT prdperly call you my best friend, because 
I have not another left who deserves the name, such a 

• 

havock have time, death, exile, and oblivion made..^ 
Perhaps you would have fewer complaints of my ill 
health and loweess of spirits, if they were uot some ex- 
cuse for my delay of writing even to you. It is perfect- 
ly right what you say of- the indifference in common 
friends, whether we are sick or well, happy or miserable. 
The vdry maid servants in a family have the ^ame no- 
tion : I have heard them often say, Oh, I am very sick, 
if any body cared for it ! I am vexed when my visi« 

* AH these Letters of Swift are cnrioai and interesting, as tbejr 
five lig ao account of the gradual decay of ^is iotellectt and temper, 
and ^rength of mind and body ; and fill ns with many melancholy 
but u»eful reflections. We see the steps by which this great genius 
sunk into discorUent, into peevishnesSy into tnil^mfy, iuto forpoTy into 
insanity / Dh. Wabtow. 
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ters come with the compliment usual here, Mr. Dean, I 
hope you are verj well. My popularity that you men- 
tion is wholly confined to the common people, who are 
more constant than those we miscall their betters. I 
walk the streets, and so do my low er friends, from whom, 
and from whom alone, I have a thousand hats and bless- 
ings upon old scores, which those we call the gentry have 
forgot. But I have not the loVe, or hardly the civility* 
of any one man in power or station ; and I can boast 
that I neither visit or am acquainted with any lord, tem- 
poral or spiritual, in the whole kingdom ; nor am able 
to do the least good office to the most deserving man> 
except what I can dispose X)f in my own cathedral upon 
a vacancy. What has sunk my /spirits more than even 
jears and sickness, is,, reflecting on the most execrable 
corruptions that run through every branch of public ma- 
nagement. 

I heartily thank you for those lines translated^ Singu* 
la de nobis anni* &c. You have put them io a strong 
and]admirable light ; but, however, I am so partial, as to 
be more delighted with those which are to do me the 
greatest honour I shall ever receive from posterity, and 
will outweigh the malignity of ten thousand enemies. 1 
uever saw them before, by which it is plain that the let- 
ter you sent me miscarried. J do not doubt that you 
have choice of new acquaintance, and some of them 
may be deserving: for, youth is the' season of virtue : 
corru'ptions grow with years, and I believe the oldest 
rogue in England is the greatest. You have years 
enough before you to watch whether these new acquaint- 
ance will keep their virtue when they leave you and go 
into the world; how long will their spirit of iodepen- 

• " The circling years on human pleasures prey. 
They steal my humour and my mirth away.^' S. 
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^acy last against the temptations of future ministers 
and future kings. As to the new lord lieutenant, I 
never knew any of the family ; so that I shall not be 
able to get any job done by him for any deserving 
fi'iend. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAlN. 

Feb. 10, 1735-6; 

I AM sorry to hear your complaints still of giddiness. 
I was in hopes you would have mended, like my pur- 
blind eyes, with old age. According to the custom of 
all old women, T must recommend to you a medicine, 
which is ccrtarnly a very innocent one, and they ^ay 
does great good to that distemper, which is only wearing 
oilcloth the breadth of your feet, and- next to your skim 
I have often found it to do me good for the headacb. 

I do not know what ofTences the duke of Dorset's 
club, as you call them, commits in your eyes; but, to 
my apprehension, the parliament cannot but behave 
well, since they let him have such a quiet session. And 
as to all sorts of politics, they are now my utter aver- 
sion, and I will leave them to be discussed by those who 
have a bet.ter skill in them. 

If my niece has been humbled by b^ing nine yean 
older, her late inherited great fortune will beautify her 
in the eyes of a great many people ; so she may grow 
proud again upgn that. The countess of Suffolk is 
your humble servant. Mr. Pope and she appear to 
have a true value for one another, so I suppose there is 
no doubt of it ; I will answer for my friend's sincerity, 
and I do not question Mr. Pope's. Why, pray, do you 
fancy I do not desire to cultivate Mir. Pope'i acquaint- 
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aoce ? But perbaps» if I seek it too much, I niigbt 
meet with a rebuff; as you say her M. did. However, 
we do ofiefi dine together at third places; aod as to my 
owo house, though he would be extremely wekome, he 
baa too numerous friends aod acquaiotance already to 
spare me a day, unless you will come to England, and 
then he might be induced to meet you here. Mrs. Bid- 
dy Floyd has passed thus far of the winter in better 
health than usual, though her cough will not forsake 
her. She is much your humble servant^ and so is most 
sincerely your old friend, 

£. GERMAIir. 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

XT DEAR MADAM, Feb. 18, 1735-6. 

I PITY you and your family, Md I heartily pray for 
both : I pity myself, and my prayers are not wanting : 
but I pity not him.* I count already tliat you aod I 
aod the world must lose him : but do not lose yoopieUl 
I was bom to a million of disappointments ; I had o^ 
my heart very much upon that young mao ; but I fiod 
be has no business in so corrupt a world. Therefore 
pray take courage from christboity, which will asfbt 
you when humanity fails : I wish I were io his coodi- 
tioD, with his virtues. I am a little mendiog, to my 
shame be it spoken. I shall also lose a sort of a son as 
well as you : only our cases are different ; for you have 
more, and it is your duty to preserve yourself for them, 
I am ever your most affectionate aod obedient, «&c. 

J, SWIFT. 

* Theopbilus Harrison, Esq. a youns centiemaD of three-ancl- 
tnreot/, who wai then upon his death-bed. D. S. 
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FROM THE BISHOP OF KILMORE.^ 

BSTEREND SIR, Feb. 23, 1 735-6. 

I SEND you the "whole piece,f such^^as it is : I fear 
you will fiad tlie addition, pursuaot to your hiut, 
heavy ; for I could oot get my imaginatiou wanil^ 
ed to the same degree as in the former part. I hope 
you will supply what shall be waiitiog of spirit ; and 
when you have pruned the rough feat Iters, the ands and 
thats, 4&C. you will send the Kite to the Faulconer, to 
set it a fljiog* 

I am your very faithful and 
obedient servant, 

J. H. 

May not I claim three or four copies when printed ? 



TO MISS HARRISON. 

DEAR MISS HARRISON, , - Ftif. 23, 1785-6. 

I AM in all possible concern for your present situa* 
lion : I heartily wish you could prevail on your mother 
to remove immediately fo some friend oi* neighbour's 
house, that she may be out of the sight and hearing of 
what must be done to-day. I wish your eldest brother 
Whiteway would take care to caiTy her to some part 
of the town where she might continue until your house 
may be put in order, and every thing that miglit renew 

* Dr. Jonah Hort, afterward archbithop of Toam. N. 
f A satire oo QuadriUe, for which Mr. Faulkner the printer wai 
KDt to Newfate. 
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the memory of melancholy objects be removed. Let. 
your brother Whiteway write to me, that I may kntur 
bow you all are, particularly your poor mother. 

I am ever, &c. 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM DR. SHERIDAN. 

PEAR SIR, Feb. 23, 1735-6: 

I AM extremely concerned to find your old disorder 
has got hold of you again, which would not have hap- 
pened if you had taken my advice to continue here 
wher.e you were well. I cannot help retorting, that L 
never knew any person so unadvisable as you are, espe- 
cially when it comes from me, who am. famous for giving 
the best advice, and following the worst. Surely Mr. 

cannot be so unjust as to let me be above 

pounds a sufTercr for that profligate brute he shaked off 
upon me : if he does persevere in it, I will let all man- 
kind know, that he acts rather like a little raEc;|illy Irish 
solicitor than a man of honour. I have already almost 
finished a dialogue between Lady Betty Tattle and 
John Solemn (if my money be not paid, necessity must 
make me write fojr bread) upon a subject they will not 
much like ; which I vow to God shall be published. As 
'I do not wear a sword, I must have recourse to the 
weapon in my hand. It is a better method than a law- 
suit. My school only supplies, roe with present food> 
without which I cannot live. I hope, if I have any 
friends left, it may increase, and once more put me oat 
of a miserable dependence upOn the caprice of friend- 
ship. Tins year has been to me like steering through 
the Cyclades in a storm without a rudder ; I hope to havQ 
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a. less daDgerous and more opeo sea the next ; and as 
jen. are out of all danger to feel the like sufferings, 1 
pray God you may never feel a dun to the end of your 
life ; for it. is too shocking to an honest heart. It grieves 
me much«to hear poor Mr. Harrison ia in such a dan- 
gerous way. I pray God preserve him, nol only for hi? 
poor mother's sake, but the good of mankind ; for I think 
I never koew so valuable a young man. I beseech 
you to let me know, by the next post, how he is. I fear 
the- worst of that horrid treacherous distemper. I am, 
deaH- sir, with all respect. 

Your most obedient and 
very humble servant, 
THOMAS SHERIDAN- 

I lost sixty-six pounds. by ajogue who run off to Druin* 
cor last yea^^. 



TO MRS. WHITE WAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Feb. 25, 1735*6. 

In the midst of your grief and my own for the same 
misfoHune, I cannot forbear complaining of your con- 
di]|ct through the whole course of your affliction, which 
made you not only neglect yourself, but the greater part 
of those who are leCt, and» by the same law of nature^ 
have an equaU title to your care. I writ on Monday tp 
Miss HaiTison, that she would beg you, in my name, to 
remove some houra to a neighbour, that your ears might 
not be harassed with, the pr^paratioivs for what was then 
to be doipe. She told me you. would not yield ; and, at 
the same time, she much feared she mustlpse^ you tcKv 
Some degree of wisdoiD is required in the greatest cala- 
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mit7, because God requires it ; because he kooWB whal 
b best for lis ; because he never inteoded aoj thing like 
perfect happiness in the present life $ and, because St is 
our dut7, as w^U as interest, to submit. I will make 
you another proposal, and shall take it very unkindly if 
you do Bot comply. It is, that you. would come hither 
this day immediately, where you will have a convenient 
apartment, and leave the scene that will be always put- 
ting you in mind of your loss. Your daughter can ma- 
.nage the house, and sometimes step to see you. All 
care should be taken of you, and Dr. Robinson will vi- 
sit you with more ease, if you have occasion for him. 
Mrs. Ridgeway shall attend you, and I will be your com- 
panion. Lei Miss Harrison return me an answer, and 
things shall be ready for you. I am ever, with true 
esteem and affection, dear madam, 

Your roost obedient servant and counn, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM DR. SHERIDAN. 

j>SAR SIR, Feb. 29, 1 735-6. 

I SINCERELY condolc with you for the unspeakable 
loss of Mr Harrison, which cannot be repaired in any 
other of his age in this world. It wounds my heart 
€very moment I recollect him. I do verily believe no 
man living has met with snch severe trials in losses of 
this kind as you have ; and for this last, I must own, thai 
I have great compassion for you, as he was every day 
growing more and more into a friend and companion ; 
especially at a. time of life which requires such a com- 
fort. God Ahnighty support his poor mother ; for none 
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dse can five ber comolatioo under such a dreadful af« 
IDetioo. 

Poor old Mr. Price caimot bold out a fortDight; and 
hiaaon daian your promiie of getting him Bomethitig 
froB tlie Coocordatum ; if it orertakes him alive, it may 
be a legacy for a worthy Buffering person, who has fallen 
a aaerifiee to his principles. I am, dear sir, with all 
lespecty 

Your most obedient and 
very humble servant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 



FROM MR. CARTER.* 

an, HetuneUorstrset^ March 11, 1735-6. 

L woiTLD have waited on you, when I sent my ser- 
vant with a message, but was informed you did not see 
company. 

I have DO doubt the printer will have occasion for a 
great many cargoes from our friepd Mr. Jervas-f 

I am veiy glad I had ao opportunity of doing any 
thing agreeable to you. I have long wished for some 
Inrtance of assuring yoq that I am, with great respect, 
Your roost obedient and 
roost bumble servant, 

THOMAS CARTER. 



* Mr. Carter was master of the rollf id Ireland. D. S. 

f A Sne prifit of the dean eograved by Foordriiiier ; (tom ao orisi- 
nal picture painted hy Jervas, which was afterward purchased by the 
esrl of Chesterfield, and placed in his elegant library at May Fair, 
in the crilection of English authors. D. S. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

DEAB 8IB9 April 2y 1736. 

I WOULD have wriftteD last post, but I bad such a vio- 
lent headach, that I could do more think than a cabbage. 
'And now aU the buuDefls I have is to make you a paper 
▼isit, only to ask you how you do? You may think me 
impertinent for the question ; but when I tell you, that 
I have not above three friends, you will not wonder that 
I should be afraid of losing one of them ; and, therefore, 
I must give yea some rules of regimen. 

1. Walk little and moderately. 

21 Ride slow and often. 

5. Keep your temper even with my friend Mrs. 
Whiteway. 

4. Do not strain your voice. 

'5. Fret not at your seiviots' blunders. 

6. Take a cheerful glass. 

7. Study as little as possible. 

d. Find out a merry fellow, and be much with him. 

Get these precepts by heart, and ol)8erve them strict- 
ly ; and my life for your's, we shall see better times in 
the next century. 
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